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Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan

I selected this text to use with an eighth grade literature class. I feel like its main character, Esperanza, is a strong role model for young women to learn about. This book also will engage my male students due to the plot of the story. This is also a great choice to use with students because the main character is Hispanic, and so many students will be able to identify with her. Throughout this unit I have selected activities that will incorporate technology along with creativity. These activities are thoroughly engaging and will hopefully motivate my students to be active participants while we are working on this unit. This book also has a challenging vocabulary which will introduce students to new words. These vocabulary words were selected because they are crucial for the student to know when reading the text for optimal comprehension. This will allow for the student to have a deeper understanding of the material.

This book also has many resources that can be used to supplement the lessons in this unit. It allows students to research about Mexico and learn more about the Mexican Revolution. The author also chose to use some of her own family history which she was able to weave into the story. Esperanza Rising is a wonderful story of a young girl who is forced to abandon the only way of life she has ever known. Despite terrible hardships and losses she overcomes these challenges to have her family come back together. 
Esperanza Rising Webquest (before beginning text)
Go to the website http://www.mexconnect.com/MEX/austin/revolution.html. List 5 things you learned about the history of Mexico.

Go to the website http://www.mexconnect.com/MEX/austin/revolution.html. 

In your own words describe what caused the Mexican Revolution. 
Go to the websites http://home.jps.net/~gailhd/crossing/esperanza/greatdep.htm. What are reasons why people decide to leave Mexico to work in California.  How does the Great Depression affect their decision?  

Read about agricultural workers and list the 3 types of jobs that this includes. http://www.opb.org/programs/oregonstory/ag_workers/workers_sub.html
Go to the website http://www.opb.org/programs/oregonstory/ag_workers/issues.html. List the issues that migrant farmers have to deal with.

Think about what you have learned today. Do you think it would be difficult to be a young migrant worker living during the time following the Mexican Revolution? Why or why not?

Classroom Activities

Pgs. 1-22  

Memorable Characters

At the beginning of a novel, authors usually introduce the main characters.  As you read, you will discover more about some these characters and come to know them very well.  Pick 4 characters and tell what you have learned about the characters after reading the assigned pages.
Pgs. 23-57

Two Voice Poem

After reading the assigned pages, please compose a poem for two voices like we have done with previous books. You can choose any two characters in Esperanza Rising to be the voices of your poem.

Pgs 58-80

Sketch to Stretch

Select a scene or section from the assigned pages and draw, create, or locate an electronic picture that represents your interpretation of it.  DO NOT draw an illustration, or a picture of what is described in the text; rather, create a scene that symbolizes or represents the feeling, emotion, or meaning related to a scene.  Be ready to share your artwork and explain it to the class.

Pgs. 81-99

Cartoon 

After reading the assigned pages, select an integral portion of the section.  Create a graphic (cartoon) representation of the scene including dialogue.  You may choose to create an electronic cartoon using http://www.toondoo.com/ or draw your own cartoon. We will share the cartoons in class.

Pgs. 100-120

Letter

After reading the assigned pages, write a letter to a character of your choice in the voice of Esperanza. Write about what is troubling Esperanza about her relationship with the character you selected. Be ready to share the letter to the class.

Pgs 121-138

Wordle Poem

After reading the assigned pages you will create a wordle poem. To create a wordle poem, you start by selecting words key to the section. In fact, if you particular word is very important to the section, you can use the word multiple times. Go to http://www.wordle.net/ and create the poem. 

Pgs. 139-157

I Am Poem

After reading the assigned pages, please select one character to write about. Write an I Poem like we have done before in class to collect your insights into the character you chose.

pgs 158-178

Story Quilt

Select a sentence that you think is the most important for the assigned pages. You will be provided a white piece of paper. You will write your selected sentence and explanation of its importance on the provided paper. Finally, you will add graphics to your quilt square, and it will be added to the class square.

Pgs. 178-198

Important Sentences

While reading your assigned pages select a song that you think portrays what is happening. Write a brief explanation of why you selected the song.  

pgs. 199-233

Alphabet Book

Together we can create an Alphabet book about sequential art.  Create two pages for the book by writing about the word(s) you selected.  Be sure to explain the word as it relates to sequential art.  Use a vertical format for you page.  Make copies of your page for everyone in class.

234-262

Character Growth

Thoughtful readers notice how characters grow throughout a story. Please respond to the following questions:

How does Esperanza see her life:

                          in the first chapter?
                          in the last chapter?

What does Esperanza want for her family and life:

                          in the first 3 chapters?
                          in the last chapter?
Rubric

	Activity
	Your Points/ Total Points

	WebQuest
	______  /5

	Memorable Characters
	______  /5

	Two Voice Poem
	______/10

	Sketch to Stretch
	______/10

	Cartoon
	______/10

	Letter
	______/10

	Wordle
	______  /5

	I Am Poem
	______/10

	Story Quilt
	______/10

	Important Sentences
	______/10

	Alphabet Book
	______/10

	Character Growth
	_____/  5

	Total
	______/100


Unit Texts

Video trailer to introduce text to students

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ix9wTJipF1c
Esperanza Rising Virtual Book Talk

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oa9moQO0GTM
Games, author extras & resources

http://scholastic.com/esperanza/
Portrait of Mexico, history and general background information:

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/globaltrek/destinations/mexico.htm
Photos of migrant farm camps

http://www.cyesis.org/webinstruction/grapesofwrath/pictures2.htm
History of the Mexican Revolution

http://www.mexconnect.com/MEX/austin/revolution.html
Pam Munoz Ryan Family photos, grandmother Esperanza

http://www.pammunozryan.com/familyph.html
Traditional family recipes from Pam Munoz Ryan

http://www.pammunozryan.com/recipes.htm
Link to photos of the great Depression
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/fsowhome.html
Spanish proverbs (Spanish and English): 
http://spanish.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http://members.aol.com/spanishpronto/spanishsayings.html 
http://cogweb.english.ucsb.edu/Discourse/Proverbs/English-Spanish.html 
http://cogweb.ucla.edu/Discourse/Proverbs/Spanish.html 
http://www.lingolex.com/refranes.htm
New KPBS series on the border with timeline and morphing map: 
http://www.pbs.org/kpbs/theborder/history/interactive-timeline.html 

Call Me Maria by Judith Ortiz Cofer
Poems, letters, and prose tell the story of a young girl's journey from Puerto Rico to New York City.

The Circuit: Stories from the Life of a Migrant Child and Breaking Through by Francisco Jiménez
Two books tell a true story of struggle and triumph. The first races the author's migration from Mexico to "El Norte" and follows the family's journey from one farm to the next. In the second books, the author relives the hardship and prejudice his family faced as migrant farm laborers.

Going Home by Nicholasa Mohr
Felita longs to visit the land her Abuelita told so many stories about. But once she arrives in Puerto Rico for the summer, things are not as she expected.
Vocabulary Sequence for 

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan

Vocabulary Words for Section “Grapes”

All of the words I selected appear in the first section of the book Esperanza Rising entitled “Grapes.” I selected each of these words because they are crucial for the student to know when reading the text for optimal comprehension. This will allow for the student to have a deeper understanding of the material.

The word “arbors” appears on page 5. Esperanza is being encouraged by her family to walk toward the arbors. I selected this word because it is a structure within the vineyard that the grapevines grow upon. The word “premonition” appears on page 9. Esperanza is picking a flower out of her garden when she is pricked by its thorn. Her thought of this was that it was implying bad luck that would later occur. The word “congregate” appears on page 9. It is used to describe Esperanza’s prediction of how her father and the other men of the ranch would gather together to celebrate her birthday.  The word “distinguished” appears on page 13. It is used to describe the appearance of Esperanza’s grandmother. This word allows the reader to understand that her dress is very neat and orderly. The words “capricious” and “propriety” appear on page 13 and are used to describe the actions and behavior of the grandmother. In some occasions she would host proper gatherings with other ladies or wandering barefoot in the vineyards reciting poetry. The word “taunting” appears on page 17. It is used to imply that Esperanza’s friend, Miguel, would give her a teasing smile because he was able to go to other parts of the property.

Day 1:
Introduce words
· arbors – a shady place in a garden made of wood that plants or vines can grow on

· premonition – an early warning of something that will happen

· congregate – to gather in a group

· distinguished – very important because of how it looks or acts

· capricious – impulsive and unpredictable

· propriety – to be proper or appropriate

· taunting – to tease, insult, or make fun of

Day 1 Activity: Word Associations
· Which words might go with arbors? Why? 
· Which words might go with premonition? Why?

· Which words might go with congregate? Why?

· Which words might go with distinguished? Why?

· Which words might go with capricious? Why?

· Which words might go with propriety? Why?

· Which words might go with taunting? Why?

Day 1 Word Associations Answer Key:
· Which words might go with arbors? Why? 
alcove, arbor , gazebo, grove, shady retreat, thicket
These are some of the ways an arbor can be used.
· Which words might go with premonition? Why?

Prediction, forewarning, onsight, worry

These are all terms that have the same meaning

· Which words might go with congregate? Why?

Assemble, come together, gather

These are all terms that have the same meeting as congregate.

· Which words might go with distinguished? Why?

Proclaimed, celebrated, prominent

These are all terms that have the same meaning as distinguished.

· Which words might go with capricious? Why?

Careless, fickle, impulsive, unpredictable

These are qualities belonging to a capricious person.

· Which words might go with propriety? Why?

Correctness, decorum, proper, morality 
These are qualities of propriety.

· Which words might go with taunting? Why?

Bother, insult, ridicule, tease to tease, insult, or make fun of

These are all terms that have a similar meaning as taunting.

Day 2:

Second Activity: Word Networks

What people, things, situations, or words come to mind when you think about the word____________?
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Word Networks Answer Key:

Arbors: shade, garden, grapes, vineyard, lattice, vines

Premonition: dream, vision, forewarning, psychic, fortune teller, hunch

Congregate: church, group, gather, come together, crowd, assemble

Distinguished: distinction, dignity, well known, famous, classes, royalty

Capricious: flighty, spontaneous, no planning involved, whim, erratic, fickle

Propriety: proper, royalty, wealthy, king, queen, correct

taunting: older sibling, bully, tease, laugh, make fun of, upset



Day 3:

Third Activity: Synonyms and Antonyms

	Synonym
	Word
	

Antonym

	
	arbors
	

	
	premonition
	

	
	congregate
	

	
	distinguished
	

	
	capricious
	

	
	propriety
	

	
	taunting
	


Synonyms and Antonyms Answer Key:

	Synonym
	Word
	Antonym

	lattice
	arbors
	garden

	forewarning
	premonition
	surprise

	gathered
	congregate
	separate

	remarkable
	distinguished
	ordinary

	impulsive
	capricious
	dependable

	refinement
	propriety
	wrong

	teasing
	taunting
	praising


Day 3:

Speed Round: Esperanza Rising Vocabulary Speed Round

Part A: True or False Questions.

Write capital T for True or capital F for False

_____ You can have a premonition about the past.

_____ Someone with a schedule is capricious.

_____The distinguished king was respected by his followers.

_____Someone of propriety has excellent manners.

_____You can congregate all by yourself.

_____A bully is someone who could be taunting you.

_____ Fish swam near the arbors.

Esperanza Rising Speed Round Part B: Multiple choice questions. Select the best answer.

1. ____________ can grow on arbors.

a) grapes

b) carrots

c) apples

2. Where could you not congregate?

a) movie theatre

b) church

c) bathroom stall

3. If you are acting with propriety you would:

a) burp

b) put your feet on the table

c) place a napkin in your lap

Day 3:

Speed Round: Esperanza Rising Vocabulary Speed Round Answer Key
Part A: True or False Questions.

Write capital T for True or capital F for False

_____ You can have a premonition about the past. (F)

_____ Someone with a schedule is capricious. (F)

_____The distinguished king was respected by his followers. (T)

_____Someone of propriety has excellent manners. (T)

_____You can congregate all by yourself. (F)

_____A bully is someone who could be taunting you. (T)

_____ Fish swam near the arbors. (F)

Esperanza Rising Speed Round Part B: Multiple choice questions. Select the best answer.

4. ____________ can grow on arbors.

d) grapes

e) carrots

f) apples

5. Where could you not congregate?

a) movie theatre

b) church

c) bathroom stall

6. If you are acting with propriety you would:

d) burp

e) put your feet on the table

f) place a napkin in your lap

Day 4

Fourth Activity: Sentence Stems/ Idea Completions
· The children were under the arbor because______________________________.

· The fortune teller had a premonition that________________________________.

· The group began to congregate because_________________________________.

· The family was considered to be distinguished because_____________________.

· He is such a capricious teacher because_________________________________.

· To act with propriety you must________________________________________.

· His brother was taunting him because___________________________________.

Sentence Stems/ Idea Completions Answer Key
· The children were under the arbor because______________________________.

Any logical answer that contains ideas such as arches, vines, grapes, gardens, etc..

· The fortune teller had a premonition that________________________________.

Any logical answer that contains ideas such as dream, forewarning, vision, etc.

· The group began to congregate because_________________________________.

Any logical answer that contains ideas such as gathering, grouping, etc.

· The family was considered to be distinguished because_____________________.

Any logical answer that contains ideas such as famous, nobility, royalty, etc.

· He is such a capricious teacher because_________________________________.

Any logical answer that contains ideas such as no planning, unstructured, flighty, etc.

· To act with propriety you must________________________________________.

Any logical answer that contains ideas such as manners, proper, correct, etc.

· His brother was taunting him because___________________________________.

Any logical answer that contains ideas such as teasing, making fun of, etc.

Day 4:

Speed Round: Esperanza Rising Vocabulary Speed Round

Part A: True or False Questions.

Write capital T for True or capital F for False

_____ You can not have a premonition about the past.

_____ Someone who is impulsive is capricious.

_____The distinguished king was unknown by his followers.

_____Someone of propriety has terrible manners. 

_____You can not congregate all by yourself.

_____A bully is someone who is nice to you.

_____ You can see arbors in a vineyard.

Esperanza Rising Speed Round Part B: Multiple choice questions. Select the best answer.

1. Someone who is distinguished is ____________ .

g) unknown

h) well known

i) not popular

2. A premonition occurs ____________ an event.

a) before

b) during

c) after

3. Someone who is capricious _________________ . 

g) plans

h) makes a schedule

i) is impulsive

Day 4:

Speed Round: Esperanza Rising Vocabulary Answer Key
Part A: True or False Questions.

Write capital T for True or capital F for False

_____ You can not have a premonition about the past. (T)

_____ Someone who is impulsive is capricious. (F)

_____The distinguished king was unknown by his followers. (F)

_____Someone of propriety has terrible manners. (F)

_____You can not congregate all by yourself. (T)

_____A bully is someone who is nice to you. (T)

_____ You can see arbors in a vineyard. (T)

Esperanza Rising Speed Round Part B: Multiple choice questions. Select the best answer.

1. Someone who is distinguished is ____________ .

       a) unknown

       b) well known

c)  not popular

2. A premonition occurs ____________ an event.

a) before

b) during

c) after

4. Someone who is capricious _________________ . 

      a) plans

      b) makes a schedule

c) is impulsive

Day 5
Fifth Activity: Forms of a Word

	Noun
	Verb
	Adjective

	arbor
	
	

	
	premonition
	

	
	congregate
	

	
	distinguish
	

	
	
	capricious

	propriety
	
	

	
	taunting
	


Forms of a Word Answer Key:
	Noun
	Verb
	Adjective

	arbor
	arbor
	

	premonition
	premonition
	premonitory

	congregation
	congregate
	congregative

	distinguisher
	distinguish
	distinguished

	capriciousness
	capriciously
	capricious

	proprietor
	propriate
	propriety

	taunter
	taunting
	tauntily


Final Assessment:

· Describe some things that could be on an arbor.

· Tell about a premonition you have had before.

· Tell about where and why people might congregate.

· Describe how someone capricious would act.

· Tell about a distinguished person you have read about.

· Describe things that a person of propriety would do.

· Tell about a time you were taunting someone.
Final Assessment Answer Key:
· Describe some things that could be on an arbor.

Grapes, flowers, etc.

· Tell about a premonition you have had before.

     Any logical answer that occurred prior is acceptable. 

· Tell about where and why people might congregate.

Anywhere a group could gather and come together.

· Describe how someone capricious would act.

      Impulsive, flighty, unplanned

· Tell about a distinguished person you have read about.

Any logical answer about a well known person is acceptable.

· Describe things that a person of propriety would do.

      Anything that is considered to be good manners.

· Tell about a time you were taunting someone.
      Any logical answer that discusses teasing, etc.




arbors








premonition








congregate








distinguished








capricious








propriety








taunting








