Cathy Marlow

October 30, 2002

RE 5130


Yes Ma’am

A read-together book from The Story Box
Did you feed my cow?    Yes, ma’am.

Will you tell me how?    Yes, ma’am

What did you feed her?     Corn and hay.

What did you feed her?     Corn and hay.

Did you milk her too?     Yes, ma’am.

Did you know what to do?     Yes, ma’am.

How did you milk her?     Swish, swish, swish.

How did you milk her?    Swish, swish, swish.

Did you feed my pony?    Yes, ma’am.

Did my pony eat?     Yes, ma’am.

How did he eat?    Sloppity, sloppity.

How did he eat?     Sloppity, sloppity!

       Mini-Lesson on Question Marks   (First Grade)

Display the text from Yes Ma’am on overhead transparency.  Read together.

What kind of pattern do you see in this story?

(question – then the answer)

When you ask a question your voice goes up a little. 

(Draw a question mark on the board.)  
Have students come to the board and underline the sentences that end with a question mark.   

Let’s read this together and raise our voices when the mother asks a question.  (Emphasize your voice going up when you read mom’s questions.)

Activity

Have the class brainstorm questions that a grown-up might ask them.  

Then, have each child write one question on paper.  Have them answer with either Yes, Ma’am or No, Ma’am.  

Cut out these sentences and glue them to the bottom of larger paper.  The students can illustrate their page and it can be turned into a Big Book for the students to read.  

Listen to the students read their sentences to you and other children.

Rubric

Did you remember to put the ? at the end of your sentence without a reminder from the teacher?

Did your voice go up when you read your question to the teacher?

Can you make a “?” correctly?  

The Farm Concert

A read-together book from The Story Box

“Moo-moo,”  went the cow.

“Wuff-wuff,” went the dog.

“Quack, quack,”  went the duck.

“Croak, croak,”  went the frog.

“Oink, oink,”  went the pig.

“Baa, baa,”  went the sheep.

“Quiet!”  yelled the farmer.  “I can’t sleep.”

“Moo, moo,”  went the cow.
“Wuff, wuff,”  went the dog.
“Quack, quack,”  went the duck.
“Croak, croak,”  went the frog.
“Oink, oink,”  went the pig.  

“Baa, baa,”  went the sheep.
“Good,”  said the farmer.  “I can sleep.”

          Mini-Lesson on Quotation Marks    (First Grade)
Display the text from The Farm Concert on an overhead transparency.  

Read together. 

What did the cow say?

How do you know?

How did the author let you know that the cow or the dog or the duck was saying something?  

Have students come up to the board to underline the words that are inside of the quotation marks. Use two fingers on each hand to emphasize the sign for quotes.  Teach this to the students.  

Pass out a copy of this poem to each student.

Have students point to the quotation marks on the paper using two fingers on both hands.  Then have them underline the words that are inside of the quotation marks.  Repeat this a few times together, then let them finish independently.

Activity

Show them the book Arthur’s Nose by Marc Brown, or any book that uses speech balloons instead of quotation marks.  (Ex. Black Lagoon series by Mike Thaler, Magic School Bus series by Joanna Cole)  Let them compare how one author uses speech balloons and another author uses quotation marks to let you know what each character is saying.  Discuss why the author doesn’t need to say “went the dog”, if he uses a speech balloon.

Let them pick two characters from the book and have them illustrate the characters on a piece of drawing paper.  Give each student two cut-out speech balloons.   Have them look on their handout to find the words inside the quotation marks and put these words in the speech balloons.   They will then glue the speech balloons to show that the character is talking.

Rubrics

Did you only underline the words inside of the quotation marks?

Did you copy the words inside the quotation marks and put them in the speech balloons?

Did you remember the name quotation marks when you talked with the teacher?

Junie B. Jones Loves Handsome Warren

By Barbara Park

My name is Junie B. Jones.  The B stands for Beatrice.  Except I don’t like Beatrice.  I just like B and that’s all.

     I am in the grade of kindergarten.   

     My room is named Room Nine.

     I have two bestest friends at that place.

     One of them is named Lucille.  She is way beautifuller than me. That’s because her nanna buys her fancy dresses.  Plus also she has lacy socks with ribbons on them.

     My other friend in named Grace.  Me and that Grace ride the school bus together.  She has my favorite kind of hair.  It is called automatically curly.  Also, she has pink high tops.  And fast feet.

Mini-Lesson on Description    (First Grade)

(Students introduce themselves just like Junie B. Jones)

Display the text from Junie B. Jones Loves Handsome Warren on an overhead transparency and read together with the students.  

Discuss how Junie B. Jones introduces herself.

Who is talking in this text?

What does she tell you about herself?

What do you know about her two friends?

Would you like to meet her friends?  How did the author make Junie and her friends sound very interesting so we’d like to meet them?  

The author didn’t just say, “I have a friend.”  What did she tell us about her friends?

As the students remember things Junie said about her friends, write them on the board.  If the students leave off the adjectives, put a blank in front to encourage them to look for the descriptive word.

_________ dresses
_________ high tops

_________ socks

_________ feet

Guided writing activity:

Now, we are going to write about ourselves just like Junie B. Jones.  

Distribute and explain the worksheet.  Encourage students to use descriptive words when they describe their friends.

Descriptive Introductions Books:

1. Individual Books- Pass out blank paper books, with 8 pages, for each student to make his/her own book.  Have the students cut and paste one sentence on each page and illustrate the pages.  The students write their names as the title of their books.

2. Class Book- Teacher or students type their stories, one per page, and the students illustrate their pages.  Bind into a book titled Friends of Junie B. Jones.
Rubrics:

Did you write complete sentences?

Did you use descriptive words when you described your friend?

1. What is your name?  (first name, middle initial, and last name)

 My name is____________

__________________________

2.  Do you like your name?

I________________________

_________________________

3. What grade are you in?

I am in_________________

4. What room are you in?

My room is   __________

5. Who is your friend?

My friend is ___________

__________________________

6. Tell two or three things to describe the friend you wrote about for 5.

________________________________________________

________________________

The Important Book  by Margaret Wise Brown

   The important thing about an apple




          is that it is round.




                        It is red.

               You bite it,

                          and it is white inside,

    and the juice splashes in your face,

                   and it tastes like an apple, 

                          and it falls off a tree.

But the important thing about an apple 

                               is that it is round. 
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Mini-Lesson on Descriptive Words  (First Grade)
(Using descriptive words to describe a leaf)

Do this activity in autumn, after discussing the changes happening to the leaves.

Display the apple text from The Important Book on an overhead transparency.

Read the text together and discuss the descriptive words.  How did the author describe an apple?

Call students up to the overhead to underline the descriptive words with a blue marker.

Call students up to the overhead to underline action words with a red marker.  (What does the apple do and what do you do with an apple?)

Brainstorming:

Show the class fall leaves. 

Have the students brainstorm what they know about leaves and write their ideas on the board or on chart paper.  

Decide as a class what the most important thing about a leaf would be.  Explain that this will be the first and last sentence in their poem.  

Writing:

Reread the apple text and explain that we will write a similar poem about a leaf.  

Have the students tell you how to start the story and write their sentence on the overhead.  “The important thing about a leaf is that it…….”

Pass out the worksheet and have the students copy this first sentence.   Have the students write their own describing words about a leaf using ideas from the board.  At the end of their poems, have them rewrite the first sentence to finish their poem, “But the important thing about a leaf is that it ……”

Rubrics

Did you use descriptive words or phrases to describe a leaf?

Did you write important information about a leaf?

(Did you get away from statements like “I love leaves.”)

In the Haunted House by Eve Bunting

This is the house where the scary ones hide.

Open the door and step softly inside.

Ghosts swim in the hallway, three witches appear.

Bats hang by their feet from the cracked chandelier.

The mirror that hangs on the dark, paneled wall

Shows faces that don’t look like faces at all.

The roof space is creeping and crawling with things,

Things that have horns and raggedy wings.

There’s a coffin-shaped tub, claw-footed and deep,

And in it’s a vampire who smiles in his sleep.
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Mini-Lesson on Description  (First Grade)
(Haunted House for Sale)

Display the text from In the Haunted House on an overhead transparency and have the class help you read it.

Have the students close their eyes and imagine what it looks like as you read it to them again.  Discuss how the author paints a picture in your head by writing exciting words in her story. 

Have the students brainstorm words or phrases that could be used to describe a haunted house and list these on the board.   

Activity:  Haunted House Ads

Explain to the students that they have a haunted house for sale.  They will need to describe their house so that it paints a picture in the mind of someone who will want to buy it.  We will make advertisements describing these haunted houses and then see which house we would want to buy.  

Pass out ½ sheets of poster board.  Have the students draw a picture of their house to help them think about what they want to say.  Then, have them write 2 or 3 sentences describing the inside of their house.  They may use words and ideas from the board.  

Let the students share their House Ads without showing the picture.  Tell the students to close their eyes and imagine each house as the ads are read.

Ask the students to tell you which house they would want to buy and why they chose that one.  

Rubric

Does your ad tell us what is inside the haunted house?  Underline the things in the house.

Does your ad describe those things so readers can see them?  Circle the words that describe. 

______________________
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The important thing about a leaf is _________________________

_________________________________.

It is __________________________.

You______________________________

and________________________________________________________________

and________________________________________________________________

and_____________________________

But the important thing about a leaf is_________________________

__________________________________.
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