A Poem for Two Voices

What is a poem for two voices?
Two-voice poetry is poem that you can perform with a partner.  They poetry usually has two columns-one for each person who is reading the poem.  Each person reading the poem reads the text only in one of the columns.  Often, the readers will say something at the same time; this is because the poet wants the poem to be emphasized in certain places.  In order to arrange the two voices in unison, the poet writes the words on the same line in each column.

· Read an excerpt from Paul Fleischman’s books, The Phoenix and A Joyful Noise to see a model of a poem for two voices.

· Create a poem for two voices about the events, or characters in The Butterfly.  In order to get started, think about ideas that need discussion or make great dialogue in the story.

· With your writing partner, or in groups, brainstorm a list of words that are important to your idea.  You may also use a thesaurus to create stronger words.  

· Begin writing the poem into two columns, one for each speaker.
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