Select a Research Topic

Frontier and front both come from the Latin word “frons” (forehead, front, façade).  “Frontier was borrowed into English from French, which meant “borderland.”  The use of the word frontier to mean “a region at the edge of a settled area” is a special North American development. 

The American frontier changed a great deal, between 1830-1890.  Listed below are major people, places, and ideas that helped change the American frontier or noted changes in some way.  Select a topic or person from the list that you are interested in researching.
Fredric Remington



Helen Hunt Jackson Century of Dishonor

The Dawes Severalty Act (1887) Act
Sitting Bull

Crazy Horse




Geronimo

General George A. Custer


Battle of Little Big Horn

Chief Joseph




“Ghost Dance”

Battle of Wounded Knee


Bureau of Indian Affairs

Old Spanish Trail



Mormon Trail

Southwest Trail



Oregon Trail

Manifest Destiny



Davy Crockett

Battle of the Alamo



Spanish American War

Pony Express Trail



Kit Carson

President Buchanan



homesteading

Open range




Dodge City, Kansas

Boot Hill Cemetery



W.B. Masterson

Wyatt Earp




John Charles Fremont

Wild Bill Hickok



Calamity Jane

Chief Red Cloud



O.K. Corral

Buffalo Bill Cody



Trans-continental Railroad
Pinkerton National Detective Agency
Frank and Jesse James

I have just presented a multi-genre project that I created by researching Annie Oakley.  Annie Oakley lived in a time period with much change and was part of the “Changing West.”  I would like for you to research a topic from the list and create your own multi-genre project.  After everyone has completed their multi-genre project, you will be asked to present your research to the class.  We will then “jigsaw” everyone’s multi-genre project together to gain a better understanding of how the American frontier changed drastically between the years of 1830-1890. 

