                   Annotated Bibliography: Overcoming Obstacles

Cultural / Racial:

Blume, Judy (1970) Iggie’s House, Pub. New York: Bantam Doubleday Dell Pub. Group     Winnie’s friendship with the first black family to move in the neighborhood is not without      controversy. Many want to force the family out.

Fiction

Bridges, Ruby and Maccarone, Grace (2003) Ruby Bridges, Illus. C. Van Wright and Ying-Hwa Hu Pub. New York: Scholastic Inc.

The story of the struggle of this courageous young black girl who attended a white school in the 1960s is told for a beginning reader.

Biography.

Owens, Thomas (2000) Free To Learn, Illus. P. Pollema-Cahill, Pub. Logan, Iowa: Perfection Learning

This is about Benjamin a freed slave, and his struggle to fight the system learn to read. He has the help of people who fight to teach him.

Historical Fiction

Hesse, Karen (2004) The Cats in Krasinski Square, Illus. W. Watson Pub. New York: Scholastic Press

Set in Warsaw, Poland. This is the story  of  how a young girl and the Jewish Resistance used cats to outfox the Gestapo.

Historical Fiction/ Picture Book/Poetry

Polacco, Patricia (2000) The Butterfly, Illus. P. Polacco, Pub. New York: Philomel Books

A beautiful story is told of a French family’s life threatening struggle to hide a Jewish family from the Gestapo. Two girls develop a life long friendship.

Historical Fiction / Picture Book

Polacco, Patricia (1992) Chicken Sunday, Illus. P. Polacco, Pub. New York: Scholastic Inc.

Children wrongly accused of mischief, find a way to befriend their accuser. 

Multicultural Picture Storybook

Steptoe, John (1997) Creativity, Illus. E.B. Lewis Pub. New York: Houghton Mifflin

Charles helps his new friend from Puerto Rico adjust to a new culture. He uses a little creativity to help his new friend fit in.

Fiction / Picture Book

Ryan, Pam Munzo (2000) Esperanza Rising, Pub. New York: Scholastic Inc.

The  riches to rags struggle of a young Mexican girl in Californian farm camp. She faces prejudice and hardship as she tries to survive and care for a sick mother in a strange land.

Historical Fiction 

Ryan, Pam Munzo (2002) When Marian Sang, Illus. B. Selznick, Pub.New York:Scholastic Inc.

Marion was born with an incredible talent but her race kept her from receiving the training any true talent deserves. Successful in spite of this, she continues to face many closed doors and is forced to travel across the ocean to develop her voice. 

Emotional Issues:

Creech, Sharon (2002) Ruby Holler, Pub. New York: HarperCollins Publishers

Orphan twins are rescued by an elderly couple who live in a wonderful place called Ruby Holler. This is the story of their struggle to trust and the wise couple who helped.

Fiction

Hannigan, Katherine (2004) Ida B, Pub. New York: Greenwillow Books

Young Ida B faces the loss of her beloved free spirited way of life. Trying to deal with her mother’s cancer, losing precious friends and entering public school seem to be more than she can bear. The help of a loving family and a caring teacher help her find her way.

Fiction/ Chapter Book

Patterson, Katherine (1994) The Flip Flop Girl, Pub. New York: Puffin Books

Vinnie is having to deal with grief over her father’s death, her selective mute brother, a grieving mother, and a new town and school. The Story of this young girls struggle to find a way out of the pain is excellent reading for any child experiencing grief.

Fiction

Polacco, Patricia (1999) Mr. Lincoln’s Way,  Illus. P. Polacco, Pub. New York: Philomel Books

Eugene is the “bad boy” in school. The one who is always angry and always in trouble. A teacher who sees beyond the actions finds the gentle loving boy within and helps Eugene begin to believe in himself.

Fiction

Spinelli, Jerry (1990) Maniac Magee, Pub. New York: Scholastic Inc.

Young Maniac Magee’s parents died when he was three and his life changed forever. He was always running and he became a local legend. This homeless orphan boy’s search for home and his struggle with comprehending racial prejudice makes a griping tale.

Fiction

Woodson, Jacqueline (2003) Locomotion, Pub. New York: Penguin Group

A heart rending tale of intense lose and grief. As a boy struggles to deal  with the loss of his family and the aloneness of his pain. A teacher helps him express his feelings through poetry.

Poetry 

Mental Differences:

Brekus,Clara (1992) Charlie’s Challenge, Pub. Rockville, MD: Woodbine Books

Charlie has a though time in school. He excels in some areas and struggles in others. A teacher helps Charlie by using different learning strategies  and his  confidence and performance  begin to improve.

Fiction

Brown, Don (2004) Odd Boy Out, Young Albert Einstein, Illus. D. Brown, Pub. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co.  

A strange and unattractive child, Albert was very different. He never fit in with any group. He did well in the things he enjoyed but ignored and failed those he didn’t. This book helps children see that even the most brilliant people face challenges of being different.      

Biography/Picture Book

Polacco, Patricia (1991) Applemando’s Dreams, Illus. P.Polacco Pub. New York: Philomel Book

When this boy dreams his friends can see his dreams. They rise out of his head in beautiful pictures, While his friends enjoy this, the towns people don’t understand and the children run away.

Fantasy / Picture Book

Polacco, Patricia (1994) Firetalking, Illus, P. Polacco, Photographs L. Migdale, Pub. New York: Richard C. Owen Publishers

Polacco tells the story of her life in an easy to read book with photographs of her life and art from some of her books. She shares her struggles as a troubled reader.

Biography/Picture Book

Polacco, Patricia (!996) Thank You Mr. Faulker, Illus. P. Polaccco Pub. New York: Philomel Books

Polacco tells the story of a young girl and her struggles to read. A young teacher helps her overcome her disability.  This is a fictional telling of the true story of Polacco’s life.

Fiction / Picture Book

Zimmet, Debbie (2001) Eddie Enough!  Pub. Rockville, MD: Woodbine House

Eddie has a terrible time paying attention at school and bumping into things. Kids are always making fun of him. He is diagnosed as having ADD and with parents and teachers help he learns new strategies to cope.  

Fiction

Physical Differences:

Bevins, Rose (2004) Coming To Terms, Illus. S Cornelison, Pub. Logan, Iowa: Perfection Learning Corp.

Gina has to give up a weekend with her best friend to entertain a visitor who is blind. She worries about dealing with this person when she has never before met a blind person. As Gina and Ricky become friends she realizes the determination it has taken for him to become an independent and capable person.

Fiction

Bevins, Rose (2002)  Friends, No Matter What Illus. S Cornelison, Pub. Logan, Iowa: Perfection Learning Corp.

Kelly overcomes his own prejudices as he develops a friendship with the new neighbor who has spina bifida. He learns new respect watching his new friend play on his wheel chair basketball team.

Fiction

Cannon, Janell (2000) Crickwing, Illus. J. Cannon, Pub. San Diego: Harcourt, Inc.

An artistic broken winged cockroach faces the world alone. Abused and threatened by the other creatures, he finds someone to bully. This delightful story tells about his life-changing encounter with the ants. 

Picture Book/ Storybook

Krull, Kathleen (1996) Wilma Unlimited, Illus. D. Diaz, Pub. Orlando: Voyager Book

Born sickly and developing polio at four, no one thinks Wilma will ever walk. Determined and persistent, she not only walks but is the first woman to win three gold medals in track at the Olympics.

Biography / Picture Book

Polacco, Patricia (1993)  Babushka Baba Yaga, Illus. P Polacco, Pub New York: Philomel Books

A Russian folk tale of a woodland creature called the horrible Baba Yaga. The last of her kind, she looked scary and no one wanted anything to do with her. Her greatest desire was to be a grandmother. This story tells how she worked to make that dream come true.

Folk Tale / Picture Book

Yashima, Taro (1955) Crow Boy, Illus. T. Yashima, Pub. New York: Puffin Books

A small boy, strange in appearance and actions, had no friends. All the other children made fun of him and yet he never missed school. Eventually a new teacher helps him show the other children his special talents.

Fiction / Picture Book

Societal Issues:

Burnett, Francess (1919) The Secret Garden, Pub. New York: Tor Doherty Assoc. Inc.

The classic story of an unwanted orphan, a hopeless invalid and a wild free spirit come together in friendship. This is the tale of how friendship and an almost magical garden save them all.

Fiction

Funke, Cornelia (2000) The Thief Lord, Pub. New York: Scholastic Inc.

Orphaned brothers join a band of street thieves to survive in Venice. Chased by a private detective and led by the Thief Lord who has his own secret, the boys find a magical place.

Fantasy

Haddix, Margaret Peterson (1995) Running Out of Time, Pub. New York: Simon &Schuster Books

Jessie lives with her family in a frontier village in 1840 and the children become very sick. Then she finds out it is really 1996 and she must make a dangerous journey to get modern medicine and save her friends.

Fiction

Helmer, Diana Star (2000) The Secret Soldier, Illus. R. Schneider, Pub. Logan, Iowa: Perfection Learning Corp.

Hugh and Michael are brave boys who are fighting along with friends in the Revolutionary War. Then Hugh gets wounded and his secret is revealed. He is a she and women are not allowed to fight.

Historical Fiction

Polacco, Patricia (2003) The Graves Family,  Illus. P. Pollico Pub. New York: Scholastic Inc.

On a dark night a strange family moves into town. Although they have spiders on their walls and a Venus fly trap for a pet, this family just wants to belong. Seth and Sara Miller do their best to help their new friends win acceptance in the community.

Story Book / Picture Book

Polacco, Patricia (1996) I Can Hear the Sun, Illus. P. Polacco, Pub. New York: Penguin Books Ltd.

Homeless and orphaned, Fondo finds a home in the lake community. Befriended by the caretaker Stephanie Michele, he becomes attached to the geese. A little blind goose is his constant companion. When the authorities plan to send him away, his geese friends come to his rescue.

Fantasy/Picture Story Book/ Modern Myth

Snicket, Lemony (1999) The Bad Beginning, Pub. New York: Harper Collins Pub.

Children are orphaned and custody is given to the horrible Count  Olaf . This is truly a series of unfortunate events – even in the first book. Through it all the children support each other and together triumph, at least for the moment.

Fiction

