 Ramona Quimby Age 8       Explanation of  Choice

                                                        Margaret Greene

    The book I have chosen is Ramona Quimby Age 8. This book is on a third grade reading level and with support from home, I think my upcoming fourth graders will be able to read it by mid year.

     I use a structured remedial reading program called Language! Although it comprises the main reading instruction, it can be added to.  I find it necessary at times during the year to break the routine and add something for fun and interest. This Ramona book seems to be perfect.

     This Ramona book is a fun book to read and yet it deals with a number of issues that are important to my students:

1. What are the dynamics of family life as shown through Ramona’s eyes?

    How do outside pressures affect the interaction of the family, pressures such as school, money, job?

    How does Beverly Cleary show that Ramona’s happiness and security are wrapped up in her family life?

    What things does Ramona do because she feels responsible for her family’s well being?

2. What are the dynamics of school life?

           How significant is Ramona’s relationship with her teacher?

           How do relationships with peers affect Ramona?

           What lessons does she learn about those interactions and about people?

     Most of the passages I have chosen for the Reader’s Theater deal with these issues.  I plan to direct the classroom discussions with the above  questions in mind.   I may even give students a specific question to think about as they read certain assignments.

           The lessons included in this plan are to increase interest in reading and writing and help students to become more involved readers.  I also want to involve the parents in their children’s learning in fun and interesting activities .  I have a number of  parents who do not seem to have time for their children just as Ramona’s sometimes didn’t.

     Many of my students have significant difficulties with home life and/or school life.  Maybe reading this book with parents and  participating  in discussions can give them some helpful insights.

I want to integrate the reading with math by making graphs and health by meal planning.  Nutrition is currently a mandated topic and I can coordinate this study with the regular classroom teacher.

     I would also like to see them interested enough in this book to read other similar books on their own .  When a child moves on to reading f.or pleasure success has been achieved.

   Ramona  Quimby

              Age 8

          By Beverly Cleary

Your Name______________________________

Margaret Greene

RE 5730

Kucan

Day 1                      

In one word or phrase describe how you felt on the first day of school. 

You will find a number hidden  under your desk. Find the other four people with that number. Write down the word or phrase or sentence they tell you about how they felt on their first day of school.

________________           __________________________________________________

me


________________            __________________________________________________

first person     

________________            __________________________________________________

second person    

________________            __________________________________________________

third person    

________________             _________________________________________________

fourth person

Be ready to share your list with the class.

 At the end of this unit on __________________ we will invite parents in to share our book with them. We will show them our notebooks and other work.  As a part of our celebration you will choose a favorite recipe to prepare with your parent and bring to share with the other students and parents.

READER’S THEATER

Each day we will read aloud a segment of the chapter we read the night before. Each of you will have a chance to be actors and read aloud in class the part you are assigned.

Tonight’s assignment:  Read Chapter 1    Practice your part for tomorrow. Remember to come dressed as your favorite character in that chapter.

Reader’s Theater, pages 11-21.  My part is_____________________________________.

Day 2                                                      Chapter 1                                    pages 1-36

Come to school dressed in something to represent one of the characters you read about in chapter 1.    We will take your picture and graph the students’ choices.

After we take your picture put the second copy on this page.

Tell why you chose the character you did. ________________________________________________________________________

Tell about your costume

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To do at home: Read chapter 2.  Be ready for your part in the Reader’s Theater.

Reader’s Theater, Pages 45-53.  My part is____________________________

Day 3                                         Chapter 2                               pages 37-54

In the first two chapters of this book Beverly Cleary has introduced several characaters. Which chatacaters would you like to know?  Why?  You will write everything you know about one of these characaters. Each person in the class will have a different characater and you will share what you have found with the class.

	Ramona
	Mr. Quimby
	Mrs. Quimby
	Mrs. Kemp
	Willa Jean 

	Howie
	Danny
	Mrs. Whaley
	Bruce
	Beatrice


To do at home: Read Chapter 3 

Reader’s Theater, pages 60-70 My part is_____________________________________.

Day 4                            Chapter3                          Pages 55-73

Choose a scene from this chapter to direct and star in your own tableau. In this tableau, the people are posed, possibly with costumes or props, to show what happened in the scene.  Make certain the people you use in your scene are using the facial expressions and positions that best show what is happening in your scene.

The rest of us will try to guess the right scene and you will explain the scene to the class.

To plan your scene answer the following questions:

My scene is on page__________.

I need these characrers:

Describe the scene.

Why did you choose this scene?

To do tonight: Read Chapter 4.    Remember the dish you and a parent are planning.

Reader’s Theater, pages 75-85  My part is___________________________

Day 5                     Chapter 4                        Pages 74-90

You can take your shoes off!

Draw a picture of your foot.

At the top of the page write three words Ramona used to describe her father’s foot or you can use words you think she might have used.

________________            ________________            _________________

Inside the foot you draw, write three words that describe your foot.

To do tonight: Read Chapter 5     Remember what you have studied in Health about nutrition and plan a meal you think you could cook---An adult can help if you want. Remember you need to write the ingredients.

Reader’s Theater, pages 95-105

Day 6                      Chapter 5                   Pages 91-108

Get out the meal you worked on at home last night.  Copy on this page.

                                       My Meal

Dish                                 Ingredients:

______________            _________________________________________

                                        _________________________________________

_______________          _________________________________________

                                         _________________________________________

________________        _________________________________________

                                        _________________________________________

________________        _________________________________________

                                        _________________________________________

_________________      _________________________________________

                                       __________________________________________

Remembering your health lesson on nutrition, tell what makes this a nutritious meal.

If you have ever cooked a meal or helped cook a meal, be ready to tell the class about your experence.

To do at home: Read Chapter 6 

Reader’s Theater, pages 109-119 My part is_________________________.

Day 7                     Chapter 6                     Pages 109-126

Choose one scene from this section of the story and draw a picture of it.  Explain your choice and be ready to read your explanation to class when you show your picture.

I chose this scene because________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________-_______________________________________________________

To do tonight: Read Chapter 7 

Reader’s Therter. Pages 130-140 My part is_________________________.

Day 8                    Chapter 7                   Pages 127-144

Write Ramona a letter.  Tell her about a time when you were sick.

                                                                                       __________________

                                                                                       __________________

                                                                                       __________________

_____________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                _____________________

                                                                                 _____________________

To do tonight: Read Chapter 8     Remember to be working on your dish.

Reader’s Theater, pages 150-161 My part is_________________________.

Day 9                        Chapter 8                     Pages 145-161

                      Story   Quilt  

Choose the line from this section of the story or one from one of the previous chapters that you think is the most important or most interesting.

Write your sentence here.________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Page your sentence is on___________________

Why did you choose it?__________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Go to the back table.        

Get a piece of paper and markers, colored pencils or crayons.

Write your sentence on the paper and illustrate it.  We will put all our illustrated sentences together to make a quilt on the wall.

Day 10                     Chapter 9                    Pages 162-190

                        Literature Circle

What is your role in the Literature Circle for this book?

_________________________

Briefly describe your role.

Take notes here to prepare for your role.

On this page, write the recipe you brought to share with the class.

Ingredients: ____________________

__________________________

______________________________

__________________________

______________________________

__________________________

______________________________

__________________________

______________________________

__________________________

Directions:

1.  ____________________________________________________________________

2.  ____________________________________________________________________

3.  ____________________________________________________________________

4.  ____________________________________________________________________

5.  ____________________________________________________________________

6.  ____________________________________________________________________

7.  ____________________________________________________________________

8.  ____________________________________________________________________

Attach your picture below:

Multimedia Resources for Ramona Quimby Age 8
Movies:

Ramona (1987)

Ramona - Siblingitis (1987)

*Ramona – The Patient (1987)  

*Ramona – Mystery Meal (1987)

Ramona – New Pajamas (1989)

Ramona – Squeekerfoot/ Goodbye, Hello (1987)

Ramona – The Great Hair Argument (1987)

*Ramona – The Meal/Rainy Sunday (1987)

Ramona – Perfect Day/Bad Day (1987)

Ramona – Ramona’s Bad Day (1987)

Providing I can acquire them, I will show short clips of the stared movies and make the others available to the students to take home.

Other Resources:

Beverly Cleary Web site – facts about the author

beverlycleary.com

Ramona Web site - learn all about Ramona

Links from beverlycleary.com

Multnomah County Library Kids Page

multcolib.org/kids

Shel Silverstein kids website

Dictionaries

Dictionary.com

Merriam-Webster Online

Students can spend computer time exploring the Beverly Cleary websites. They can research information about the author and her other books.

They will use the dictionary websites for research concerning word study.

They can hear animated poems read aloud to them on the Shel Silverstein Website.

The students and I will be using digital cameras to photograph many of our activities.  We will edit and print some of our pictures to display in the room and in our Student Books.

Other books You Might Enjoy:

Fiction

Henry Huggins by Beverly Cleary  

Copyright 1950 Pub. by William Morrow and Company

This is the story of a  young  boy who finds a dog and is determined to find a  way to keep him. Like the Ramona books this book deals with the struggles of growing up.

The Mouse and the Motorcycle  by Beverly Cleary, illustrated by Louis Darling      Copyright 1965 Pub. by Morrow Junior Books, NY

Ralph the mouse finds a motorcycle and a human friend. This book tells about their wonderful adventures and is written by the same author as the Ramona books.

Otis Spofford by Beverly Cleary, illustrated by Louis Darling

Copyright 1953 Published by George J. Mc Leod Limited, Toronto

Otis is a “bad boy” who delights in stirring up trouble. This book is about his escapades. This book is by the same author as the Ramona books.

Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary,   illustrated by Paul O. Zelinsky

Copyright 1983 Pub. by Morrow Junior Books, NY

This is the story about a young boy who writes letters to his favorite author and learns about growing up. Another book by the writer of the Ramona books about growing up.

Muggie  Maggie by Beverly Cleary, illustrated by Allen Tiegreen

Copyright 1990 Pub. by Harper Childrens

This is a delightful story about a 3rd grade girl who decides she is not going to learn cursive. Like Ramona this creative little girl is learning about growing up.

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White,  illustrated by Garth Williams

Copyright 1952 Pub. by Harper and Row Pub., NY and Evanston

A story about a pig and a spider who become best friends and how they help each other. Just as Ramona is growing up in her own way, so is Wilbour in his.

Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown  illustrated by Tom Ungerer

Copyright 1974 Pub. By Scholastic

The story of a little boy who was flattened by a bulletin board and mailed to California to visit friends. If you enjoy the adventures of Ramona you might enjoy Stanley’s adventures.

Junie B. Jones Series by Barbara Park, Illustrated by Denise Brinkus

Published by Random House Children’s Books

This series of books is about a first grader who deals with events and situations of school life. She will say and do almost anything. Like Ramona, she is learning about growing up.

Poetry

Where The Sidewalk Ends by Shel  Sliverstein

Copyright 1974 Pub. By Harper Collins Pub,

A collection of thought provoking, fun and creative poems for all ages.

One I am certain Ramona would enjoy.

Biography

A Girl From Yamhill: A Memoir  by Beverly Cleary

Copyright 1989 Pub. By Bantam Doubleday Dell

The true story of the much loved author of the Ramona books Beverly Cleary.

Although this book is too hard for my students to read if would make a great book to read aloud.

Beverly Cleary’s Books

	Book Title


	Main

Character
	Setting
	Main Plot

Conflict
	How is this Character Like Ramona?

	Henry Huggins  


	Henry Huggins
	Klickitat Street,  USA
	Henry’s love of a dog and attempts to keep him


	.also in 3rd grade

.gets into trouble without much effort

.creative

	Mouse and the Motorcycle


	Ralf the mouse
	Mountain View Inn California
	friendship  between Ralf the mouse and Keith the boy
	.creative

.gets into trouble



	Muggy Maggie
	Maggie
	School
	she doesn’t want to learn cursive


	.likes things her way

.creative

.also in 3rd grade

	Dear Mr. Henshaw
	Leigh Botts
	Bakersville, California
	accepting his

life as it is and making the best of it

  divorce

  catching a thief


	.creative

.growing up and learning about life 

.dealing with family issues


After we finish the Ramona book, students will choose one of these other books on the chart. They will read these books on their own or aloud to a parent or tutor and meet in scheduled Literature Circle groups.  The teacher will monitor several discussion groups simultaneously.

