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Spelling Inventory Reflection


I administered the primary spelling inventory to a class of second graders at Cooleemee Elementary School.  This is the school that I worked at in the previous three years.  I chose to use the primary spelling inventory because I thought it would be the most appropriate for second graders and give me an accurate spelling analysis.  I was very pleased with how the testing went.  The students were very cooperative and attentive.  I tested them in the morning which I think contributed to that.  I feel that I made the environment more relaxed when I told them that I was not going to be giving their teacher a grade on this.  I told the students that my intentions were to look at their prior knowledge about spelling and then help plan instruction so they can become better spellers.  I did stress to them to try their best so it would be an accurate assessment of their spelling performance.  


The students were seated in groups of four.  To minimize cheating I asked the students to get out a folder to cover their papers.  The spelling analysis took about 20 minutes which is what I anticipated.  To save time I prepared their papers in advance.  There were a few students that needed a little more extra time.  I addressed this issue at the end by repeating the few words that they missed.  I was able to give all 26 words in one sitting.  As the students were taking the test I walked around the room making sure  that the students were on track.  I noticed that some students were sounding out the words to themselves as they were writing it.  This told me that they were paying attention to the sounds that were in the words.  I feel that the students tried their best and no one got visibly upset while taking the test.  I would say that I received an accurate assessment of the students’ spelling knowledge.


I grouped the students in four spelling groups based on the first feature that they started to have trouble on.  All of the students in the class have a good understanding of initial and consonant sounds.  This tells me that there are no emergent spellers in the classroom.   I did have five students that struggled with short vowel sounds so I grouped those students together.  All five of these students I placed in the middle letter-name alphabetic stage.  These phonetic spellers correctly spell initial and final consonants and some blends and digraphs.  They confuse their vowel sounds and commonly omit silent letters.  These students would benefit from sorting words and pictures by different short- vowel word families and continuing to examine consonant blends and digraphs.  


The next group of students that I grouped together had a good understanding of initial and final consonant sounds as well as short vowel sounds.  They started to struggle with digraphs and were all placed in the late letter-name alphabetic stage.  These five students would benefit from word instruction that focuses on consonant digraphs and blends.  In this group David, Carmen, and Amanda could begin to do simple sound sorts comparing short and long-vowel sound words.  This is currently not in the instructional range for Carolina and Madison because they both scored a zero in the long-vowel category on the feature analysis.  


The third group of students did well with words that had short vowel sounds and digraphs but struggled with words that contained blends.  These four students are transitioning from the late-letter alphabet stage to the early within word pattern spelling stage.  Two very common blend errors that I noticed when doing the feature analysis was many students spelled dream with a “gr” instead of a “dr”  and many omitted the p when spelling the word camped.  These students would benefit from in-depth instruction of blends and the inclusion of nasals before consonants like in the word camped.


The highest group of students that I tested are in the within word pattern stage of spelling.  This is a group of five students who can spell most short vowel sounds, digraphs, and blends correctly.  These students, with the exception of Joseph, all started to struggle with long vowel patterns.   A good activity for these students would be to have them sort words by long and short vowel sounds and by common long-vowel patterns.  Joseph scored the most points on the feature analysis and is in the late within word pattern stage.  I would challenge Joseph within this group with lower frequency long -vowel words, diphthongs, and words that have inflected endings.  This would be a good group to introduce word study notebooks where the students can enter groups of words that they have sorted or have found particular patterns.


I enjoyed administering the primary spelling inventory and found that it was a great way to see the students’ strengths and weaknesses in spelling.  This inventory made me see how important it is to group students for word study instruction because they all have different needs.  I think that the inventory is a useful assessment tool for parent-teacher conferences as well as portfolios.  I can see that it would be a good idea to perform the spelling inventory three times a year to track the students’ growth over the school year.  This will also give you an opportunity to regroup the students depending on the progress that they make.  I feel that it is important to note that the recommendations that I gave for each group’s spelling instruction is a good starting point for instruction.


I feel that this is an average second grade classroom with the majority of them in the late-letter alphabetic stage to the early within word pattern stage.  Being that this is the first time that I have worked with these students I didn’t have any expectations of their spelling performance.  As I was completing the class composite I was surprised to see that the students’ total score did not always reflect what stage that child was in.  I learned that it is not all about spelling the word correctly but looking at the certain features in a word.  I’m excited to share my findings with their classroom teacher and assist her in any way I can to enhance her word study instruction.  


