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Pathfinder

Introduction:

This pathfinder is designed to recommend resources and activities for teachers to use for understanding and teaching about harvest festivals in many parts of the world.  Our diverse society gives us the opportunity to study, learn, and appreciate people from other lands.  Studying a wide variety of these occasions helps children appreciate their own culture and become aware of the similarities and differences in other cultures.  Children also can learn about how many festivals celebrated in the United States originated in other lands and were brought over by immigrants.  

Many of the traditions and observances vary from family to family, region to region, country to country, and from religion to religion so the discovery of these variations add to the learning of diversity even among people of the same culture.  Also, some dates vary year to year because they are based on different calendars.

The most helpful technique to perform a successful search for Harvest Festivals Around the World is to narrow the topic.  The best place to begin is a resource book that describes the different festivals.  Once you know the particular name of the harvest festival you want to research a greater abundance of information can be found.  
This pathfinder is divided into eight different harvest festivals that are celebrated around the world.  An overview is given to provide resources to learn about all types of celebrations around the world and more specifically harvest festivals in general.
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Grade Level:

This pathfinder is aligned with the Second Grade North Carolina Standard Course of Study.  The selected materials, resources, and books are appropriate and understandable for students at this age.  

North Carolina Standard Course of Study Goals and Objectives:
Competency Goal 3:  The learner will analyze how individuals, families, and communities are alike and different.

Objectives
3.01 Compare similarities and differences between oneself and others.

3.02 Describe similarities and differences among families in different communities.

3.03 Compare similarities and differences among cultures in various communities.

3.04 Identify multiple roles performed by individuals in their families and communities.

3.05 Identify historical figures and events associated with various cultural traditions and holidays celebrated around the world.

3.06 Identify individuals of diverse cultures and describe on their contributions to society.
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To Assess Journal Articles:

All journal articles can be obtained through the Appalachian State University homepage. 

· Click on library.

· Click Instructional Materials Center (IMC)

· Click Research Guides

· Click Primary Searh

· Type in name of article

Once the article is found you can click to download and print it from your computer.

Call Numbers:  The following section lists the call number where you could begin a search.  Most of the books on these topics are shelved under these call numbers.
Overview of Celebrations Around the World:  394.2
Overview of Harvest Celebrations Around the World 394.2
Sukkot: 296.4, 394.2, 398.2
Pongal: 294.5
Fishing Festival: 394.2
Shavuot: 296.4
Mid-Autumn Moon Festival: PZ7
Green-Corn Ceremony: 394.2
Kwanzaa: 394.2
Thanksgiving: 394.2, 
Overview:

Harvest is a time of the year that is wonderful for farmers.  It gives them an opportunity to see the fruit’s of their year’s work being gathered and stored.  Many cultures view this as a time to celebrate this accomplishment.

Everyday of the year, someone in the world is gathering their harvest.  Whenever the crops have been successful many cultures celebrate and hold a festival.  Festivals take place at different times throughout the year depending on the crop, the climate, and whether the people live in the Northern or Southern Hemisphere.  Most of the major religions have at least one festival every year related to the harvest.  It is a time to give thanks to their god for providing food.  Each festival varies greatly, but they all share the common features of celebration, giving thanks, and sharing.
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This section contains annotations for resources that include information about more than one holiday in different parts of the world.  This is an excellent way to begin to narrow your focus to what festivals you would like to study, and where in the world these festivals take place.

World Holidays:  a Watts guide for children.  Moehn, Heather.  Grades 2-6.

Appalachian State University Library (Reference), Call # 394.26MOE

This book presents, in alphabetical order, 115 holidays celebrated by people and cultures around the world. Entries of varying length -- from half a page to a two-page spread -- discuss the history, traditions, meaning, and activities associated with each of the holidays.
A Celebration of Customs and Rituals of the World.  Ingpen, Robert & Wilkinson, Philip.  Grades 2-6.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.2 153ce

Explores initiation rites, wedding feasts, harvest celebrations, religious rituals, and many other customs used around the world to mark all kinds of special occasions.

A Calendar of Festivals.  Cilchrist, Cherry.  Grades K-8.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.26 G467ca

This is a wonderful collection of stories for reading aloud as students learn about a variety of multicultural festivals.  Each story is introduced with information about its related festival.  The festivals included in the book are:  Purim, Holi, Vesak, Tanabata, Halloween, Christmas, Kwanzaa, and New Year’s.

Children Just Like Me.  Kindersley, Barnabas,and Anabel Kindersley.  Grades 2-8.
Yadkin County Public Library, Call # 305.23KIN

This is a large book with colorful photographs of children participating in festivals in eighteen different countries.  Brief, highly specific text accompanies photographs depicting rituals, festival dress, foods, and activities specific to each holiday.  The celebrations are grouped by the seasons of the year with floating holidays interspersed throughout the seasons.

Kids Around the World Celebrate:  the best feasts and festivals from many lands.  Jones, Lynda.  Grades K-3.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.26 J775ki

Introduces a variety of festivals celebrated around the world.  Includes recipes and hands-on activities to give a taste of what it is like to be part of a feast or ceremony in another country.

Celebrations.  Kindersley, Anabel.  Grades 2-6.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.26 K51ce
A calendar of celebrations which describes holidays and festivals of all major religions and cultures around the world.
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Resources:  Overview of Harvest Celebrations Around the World

This section contains books more specific to harvest festivals.  This would be an excellent starting place to narrow down the festivals you would like to study in the classroom.  These books are also great to learn an overview of the festivals, and a few activities are included that you may want to include in your unit of study.

The Autumn Equinox:  Celebrating the Harvest.  Jackson, Ellen.  Grades 2-6.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.264 J125au

Discusses the significance of some of the harvest festivals around the world and describes how they are celebrated.

Autumn Festivals.  Rosen, Mike.  Grades 2-6.
WCU CMC Library, Call # GT4380.R67

Surveys the festivals and holidays celebrated by various cultures around the world at the autumn equinox or harvest time.

Harvest.  Markham, Lori.  Grades 2-6.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.26 M3455ha

Describes how people in various countries around the world give thanks for the harvest.

Harvest Celebrations.  Chandler, Clare.  Grades 2-6.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.264 C455ha

Discusses the significance of some of the harvest festivals around the world and describes how they are celebrated. Included in this book are a history of harvest festivals and information on religious and nonreligious harvest festivals.  Included are American, Jewish, Hindu, Sikh, Zoroastrian, Japanese, Chinese, and African harvest festivals.  Colorful photographs and illustrations, informative sidebars, and instructive test provide readers a brief look at the importance of harvest festivals to different cultures.  The book concludes with a calendar of harvest festivals, a glossary, books for further reading, and an index.

Harvest Festivals Around the World.  Corwin, Judith Hoffman.  Grades K-2.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.264 C455ha

Describes different harvest festivals help by different cultures.  Each description is accompanied by a craft and a recipe associated with that festival.
Harvest Song. (Sound Recording).  Ellipsis Arts.  Grades K-3.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), CD-936

Music from around the world inspired by working the land.

Websites:

Harvest Festivals from Around the World
http://www.harvestfestivals.net/harvestfestivals.htm
Great website to get an overview of the different festival celebrations.  You can click on the country you want to learn more about and it links you to a description of the festival celebrated.

Thanksgiving Around the World

http://www.theholidayspot.com/thanksgiving/round_the_world.htm
Kid-friendly website for students to get a glimpse of various harvest festivals.  Several links are provided with recipes, coloring pages, turkey history, jokes, and many more.

Harvest Celebrations Around the World

http://www.my-ecoach.com/online/webresourcelist.php?rlid=793
This web resource list directs teachers to specific sites for information on harvest and autumn celebrations around the world.
Harvest Festivals

http://www.familyculture.com/holidays/harvestlessonplan.htm
Links to lesson plans that could be incorporated into the various studies of the harvest celebrations.
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Harvest Festivals

This section is broken specifically into harvest festivals celebrated around the world.  A brief description of the celebration is given along with resources for that specific festival.
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Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles)
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Sukkot is celebrated in parts of September and October, five days after Yom Kippur by the Jewish people.  It lasts for a week and it is when the Jews remember when their ancestors traveled from Egypt to Canaan, which it now Israel.  Reform Jews actually celebrate seven days, while Conservative and Orthodox Jews celebrate for eight days.  Each day four symbolic plants are waved back and forth to represent the harvest and the fertility of the land.  A sukkah (outdoor shelter) is also built and decorated with fruits and flowers.  This reminds the Jews of the huts the Israelites built in the desert during the Exodus and the temporary huts farmers built in the fields to provide shelter as they harvested their crops.

The Uninvited Guest and Other Jewish Holiday Tales.  Jaffe, Nina.  Grades K-6.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 296.43 J23un

Includes background information and retellings of traditional tales from Jewish folklore and legend related to major holidays, such as Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Hanukkah, and Purium.

Shake a Palm Branch:  The story and meaning of Sukkot.  Chaikin, Miriam.  Grades 2-6.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 296.433 C434sh

Traces the history and significance of the Jewish fall festival which commemorates the wandering of the Israelites in the wilderness and the festival with which they celebrated their arrival in the Promised Land.

A picture book of Jewish Holidays.  Adler, David.  Grades K-6.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 296.4 A237pi

Highlights the Sabbath, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Simhat Torah, Hanukkah, Tu Bi-Shevat, Purium, Passover, Yom ha-Azma-ut, Shavvot, Tishah be-Av, and other Jewish holidays.

Israel : a portrait of the country through its festivals and traditions.  Grades 2-6.
Elkin Public Library Juvenile Non-Fiction, Call # J394.269 ISR
Describes the customs and beliefs connected to some of the special occasions celebrated in Israel, including Rosh Hashana, Tu Bishvat, Purim, and Sukkot. Includes recipes and related activities.
The Day the Rabbi Desappeared:  Jewish holiday tales of Magi.  Retold by Schwartz, Howard.  Grades K-6.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 398.2089 S399da

Retellings of twelve traditional tales from Jewish folklore featuring elements of magic and relating to holidays, including Rosh Hodesh, Sukkot, Tu bi-Shevat, and Shabbat.

Tamar’s Sukkah.  Gellman, Ellie.  Grades P-1.
Yadkin County Public Library, Call # EZ Gellman

Tamar has a sukkah, but something is missing.  This begins a story in which Tamar’s friends arrive and help her decorate her sukkah.  The story ends with all of the children sitting in the sukkah and eating and visiting.

Websites:
Sukkot

http://www.jewfaq.org/holiday5.htm
Short overview of the celebration in an easy to read format.

Welcome to a Celebration of the Jewish Holiday of Sukkot

http://www.holidays.net/sukkot/
Great overview website with typical questions about the holiday and links to answer those questions.

Sukkot
http://www.cstone.net/~bry-back/holidayfun/sukkot.html
Short explanation with a link on directions for making a Sukkah Roombox.

Sukkot (Child)

http://www.sites4teachers.com/links/redirect.php?url=http://learn.jtsa.edu/topics/kids/together/sukkot/
Kid-friendly website were students can learn about Sukkot by going though an explanation with pictures.  At the end are games, recipes, and crafts.

Journal:
The Story of Sukkot
Appalachian State University HTML & PDF Full Text Highlights for Children; Nov2000, Vol. 55 Issue 11, p19, 1p, 1c

Provides information on a Jewish holiday called Sukkot.
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This celebration takes place in January and is a southern Indian festival.  It lasts for two or three days, which the Hindus celebrate the sugarcane harvest.  On the third day Cattle Pongal is celebrated.  The cattle are decorated and then driven off to the sound of drumming and music.

Hindu Festivals throughout the Year.  Ganeri, Anita.  Grades K-8.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call #  294.536 G196hi

Introduces the main religious festivals of Hinduism, telling the story behind each festival, describing how it is celebrated around the world, and proving instructions for related activities.

Websites:

Pongal

http://www.bawarchi.com/festivals/pongal.html
Basic overview with a link to recipes for foods served during the celebration.

Pongal:  the four day harvest festival of Tamil Nadu
http://members.tripod.com/~jap5/hindufestivals/pongal.html
Short explanation with great pictures.

Pongal Celebration

http://www.indiatastes.com/festivals/pongal2000/festival.shtml
An explanation of various activities done during the festival with a link to Pongal recipes.

Pongal
http://www.familyculture.com/holidays/pongal.htm
Short explanation with books and links about the celebration.

Journal:
Pongal
Appalachian State University HTML & PDF Full Text Skipping Stones; Jan/Feb2004, Vol. 16 Issue 1, p27-27, 1p
The article focuses on Pongal, the harvest festival of the Tamils in South India. Pongal is celebrated in January, following the solar calendar. The festival marks the commencement of the Sun's northern course when it enters the sign of Capricorn. It is a three-day fun-filled festival, with family, social and religious activities. The first day, the Bhogi Pongal, is celebrated in honor of the Rain God Indra for abundance of harvest. Surya Pongal, celebrated on the second day, is dedicated to the Sun God Surya for filling the granaries. On the third day, every home with cattle celebrates Mattu Pongal. On this day, farmers honor the hard work of the bull in ploughing the field and the cow in providing milk.
[image: image15.wmf]
[image: image16.wmf]Fishing Festival

The fishing festival is held every year in Nigeria in February to mark the beginning of the fishing season.  It lasts two days.  Men and boys use large nets to drive the fish into shallow water, and there are displays of fishing, swimming, and canoe racing.

Nigeria.  Berg, Elizabeth.  Grades 2-6.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.269669 B493ni

Describes how the culture of Nigeria is reflected in many festivals, including the Argungu Fishing Festival and the Feast of Ogun.

Website:

Festivals

http://www.e-nigeria.net/festivals.html
Overview of festivals in Nigeria, including the Fishing Festival.
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This Jewish festival takes place in parts of May and June, seven weeks after the first Passover, at was first established as a harvest celebration.  Today it also celebrates God giving the Torah to the prophet Moses.  The eve of Shavuot is a time for studying the Torah given to Moses on Mount Sinai.  During the festival there is singing and dancing, and harvest produce is shared.  Traditional foods prepared for the celebration include dairy products, such as cheese blintzes.

A picture book of Jewish Holidays.  Adler, David.  Grades K-6.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 296.4 A237pi

Highlights the Sabbath, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Simhat Torah, Hanukkah, Tu Bi-Shevat, Purium, Passover, Yom ha-Azma-ut, Shavvot, Tishah be-Av, and other Jewish holidays.

A Mountain of Blintzes.  Goldin, Barbara Diamond.  Grades P-2.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # E G619mo

A family works together to gather the necessary ingredients to make blintzes for Shuvout.

Website:
Shevuot

http://www.jewfaq.org/holidayc.htm
Basic overview of the celebration with links to explain different aspects of the festival.

Shevuot
http://www.everythingjewish.com/Shavuot/origins.htm
Detailed explanation of the celebration broken into categories.
Shevuot Resource Page
http://www.teacherplanet.com/resource/shavout.php
Includes lessons and unit, worksheets, clipart, and other resources.

Shevuot

http://www.amit.org.il/learning/english/shavuot/index.htm
Kid-friendly interactive web site that includes information about the holiday, a self quiz, discussion forum, games, recipes, and other links.

Mid-Autumn Moon Festival (Zhongqiu Jie)

The Chinese celebrate this festival on the fifteenth day of the eighth month of the Chinese lunar calendar, when the moon is bright and round.  This is a time when they give thanks for a good harvest and ask for a good harvest in the next year.  The festival honors the Mood Goddess, Chang E, and women make offerings to the moon of fruits and moon cakes.  Round fruits symbolizing the shape of the moon, such as apples and grapes are used for the offering.  Moon cakes are made from a flaky pastry and have a variety of fillings, such as fruit, coconut, and smashed beans.  

Red Eggs and Dragon Boats:  Celebrating Chinese Festivals. Carol Stepanchuk.                              Grades K-6.

WCU CMC Children’s Library, Call # GT4883.A2 S76

This is a book about the celebration of Chinese festivals.  Most of the Chinese festivals are based on the lunar calendar.
Moon Festival.  Russell, Ching Yeung.  Grades K-4.
WCU Library, Call # PZ7.R915385 Mo

As the author remembers her childhood celebrations of the Moon Festival she invites readers to see, hear, small, and taste the festivities.  Descriptive text and dramatic oil paintings draw the readers into this family reunion.  At the end of the book, the girl wishes that her parents were with her and that her family will soon be reunited.

The Moon Lady.  Tan, Amy.  Grades K-2.

WCU CMC Children’s Library, Call # PZ7.T1612 Mo

Nai-nai tells her granddaughters the story of her outing, as a seven-year-old girl in China, to see the Moon Lady and be granted a secret wish.

Websites:
The Harvest Moon Festival

http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/mroth/438/CHINA/moon.htm
An overview of the festival with links to lanterns used in the festival.  The site also includes links to a recipe to make moon cakes and other references about the celebration.

August Moon Festival

http://www.familyculture.com/holidays/augustmoonfest.htm
A short explanation of the celebration along with links to books and links that relate to the celebration.  Many of the books listed are children’s picture books.  The books listed are available for purchase.
Harvest Festivals Around the World

http://www.everythingesl.net/lessons/harvest_festivals_around_world_79423.php
A collection of lesson plans that focus on harvest festivals around the world, including the Moon Festival.

Chinese Moon Festival

http://www.childbook.com/free/plans/moon.html
A short, easy lesson plan that exposes students to the vocabulary associated with the festival and an overview of the festival.

Moon Festival 

http://www.crayola.com/calendar/detail.cfm?event_id=78&year=2006
A page with links to coloring pages, craft ideas, and lesson plans that relate to the moon festival.

Moon Cakes

http://pbskids.org/zoom/activities/cafe/mooncakes.html
Recipe for moon cakes.
Journal:
Your Letters

Appalachian State University HTML Full Text Cobblestone; Dec2005, Vol. 26 Issue 9, p42-43, 2p

The article presents several poems. "Moon Festival," by Isabelle Rowland. First Line: With the adults enjoying moon cake; Last Line: everybody has grins on their faces. "Music," by Jessica Hedrick. First Line: Come, listen with me; Last Line: Then, you'll surely hear. "The Cycle of Life," by Emily Wolski. First Line: Babies: Last Line: Maturing, working, loving adults.

Itse Selu (Green Corn Festival)


Itse Selu is a Cherokee harvest festival that takes place in September during the Harvest Moon.  It is a four-day celebration to give thanks for the new crop of corn and it marks the beginning of a new year.  Houses are cleaned and old fires are put out in preparation for the festival.  During the festival, the priests start a new fire and prays that there will be plentiful food in the new year and that old quarrels will be forgotten.

Itse Selu:  Cherokee Harvest Festival.  Pennington, Daniel.  Grades K-4.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.264 P414it

As children learn about this harvest festival, they also learn about the Cherokee people and their customs by spending the day with Little Wolf.  A Cherokee word, pronunciation, key, and definition are found at the bottom of each page of text.  An introduction contains background information on the Cherokee people.  The book concludes with a Cherokee syllabary, and explains that it was created by Sequoyah, the only individual to single-handedly devise a written language.

…If You Lived with the Cherokee.  Roop, Connie.  Grades 2-5.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 975.00497 R778if

The question-and-answer format of the book enables students to quickly find the information they are interested in reading about.  Students learn about Cherokee celebrations, clothing and food, the Trail of Tears, and other interesting details about the lives of these Native Americans.  A Cherokee syllabary concludes the book.
Websites:

Cultures:  Green Corn Festival Background Information
http://www5.semo.edu/museum/education/Explorer%20Nat%20Am/greencorninfo.htm
Great overview of the festival with links to activities, images, puzzles, word lists, and other resources.

Green Corn Ceremony

http://www.answers.com/topic/green-corn-festival
Short overview of the ceremony along with a list of other Native American activities that go along with the ceremony.

Not Just Another Native American Lesson Plans

http://www.coreknowledge.org/CK/resrcs/lessons/299native.pdf
Unit of Native American lesson plans to give students an overview of the culture.  Activities are included for each lesson along with craft.  Excellent way to expose students to Native Americans before learning about the Green Corn Ceremony.
Celebrating the Green Corn Festival Lesson Plan
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/builderv03/lptools/lpshared/lpdisplay.asp?LPID=5393
Students will learn how the Cherokee and Creek Indians celebrated the Green Corn Festival through information from the Internet. Students will participate in a patterning activity with colored corn kernels. They will also write a thank-you note to their parents for things that they have provided to them throughout the last year. Students will then share in a corn festival of their own, sharing snacks made from corn.

Journal:
Green Corn Ceremonies
Appalachian State Universtiy HTML Full Text Cobblestone; Oct2003, Vol. 24 Issue 7, p38, 4p, 2c

Cobblestone; Oct2003, Vol. 24 Issue 7, p38, 4p, 2c

Kwanzaa


Harvest celebration is also a time for African Americans to celebrate their history, explore their culture, honor their ancestors, and affirm their beliefs and values.  The holiday was started in 1966 in America by Maulana Karenga and is based on African harvest festivals.  The celebration is based on seven Kwanzaa principles, one for each day of the holiday, reflecting African family and community values.  These principles are:  unity, self-determination, collective work and responsibility, cooperative economics, purpose, creativity, and faith.  The principles are also associated with seven symbols that come from African culture.  

Kwanzaa Celebration Box:  Lakeshore Learning Materials.  Grades 1-4.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.268 K98

Includes the book:  Kwanzaa by Deborah M. Newton Chocolate.

Materials allow students to create a symbolic Kwanzaa celebration or a classroom internet center as a means of teaching about this Afro-American holiday.  The collection of items are designed to provide a sensory approach to cultural awareness.

Seven Days of Kwanzaa::  A Holiday Step Book.  Grier, Ella.  Grades P-3.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.268 F855kw

This brief introduction to Kwanzaa invites students to actively participate in reading and learning about this harvest festival.  The two-page spreads consist of a full-page color illustration on the left side, and on the right side the principle, the symbol, a graphic of the symbol, and a brief song or chant.  Students enjoy singing and chanting as the book is read.  The book concludes with four recipes to include in a Kwanzaa festival.

Kwanzaa.  Porter, A.P. Grades 1-3.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.268 P844kw

Describes the origins and practices of Kwanzaa, an African-American holiday created to remind African Americans of their history and their cultural origins.

Kwanzaa.  Freeman, Dorothy Rhodes, and Dianne M. MacMillan.  Grades 2-5.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.268 F855kw

Kwanzaa is a Swahili word for “first,” representing the first fruits picked at harvest time.  During this celebration, people wear bright African-style clothes, eat African food, and listen to African music.  The seven principles of Kwanzaa are called Nguzo Saba, and one is celebrated each of the seven days.  The book closes with The Seven Principles, a glossary, a note to parents, teachers, and librarians, and an index.

Kwanzaa.  Nobleman, Tyler.  Grades 1-3.
Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.251 N753kw

What is Kwanzaa?  Who created Kwanzaa?  Why was Kwanzaa created?  What are the seven principles of Kwanzaa? Etc.

Seven Spools of Thread.  Medearis, Angela Shelf.  Grades 2-5.

WCU CMC Children’s Library, Call # PZ7.M51274 Se

Seven bickering, fighting brothers are forced to work together without quarreling in order to spin seven spools of thread into gold by the end of the day, as stipulated in their father’s will.  If they fail to do so, they will become beggars.  The brothers succeed, and in the course of the story readers learn about the seven principles of Kwanzaa.  At the end of the story is information about Kwanzaa, the seven principles, and instructions for creating a simple weaving loom.

Imani’t Gift at Kwanzaa.  Burden-Patmon, Denise.  Grades K-2.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # Fic B9495im

An African-American girl learns the real meaning of Kwanzaa.

Kwanzaa Sing-Along (cassette) Peter Pan Records.  Grades P-3.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.261 K98kw

Kwanzaa for Young People (and everyone else!).  (Sound Recording) Capstone Press. Grades K-6.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.261 K97

Children and adults perform original songs in this joyful celebration of African American culture.  Includes Kwanzaa dance.

Kwanazz karamu:  cooking and crafts for a Kwanzaa feast.  Brady, April A. Grades K-3.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.268 B812kw

Crafts for Kwanzaa.  Ross, Kathy.  Grades K-4.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 745.5941 R824cr

Kwanzaa Activities.  Goldfuss, Karen J.  Grades K-4.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.268 P844kw

My First Kwanzaa.  Katz, Karen.  Grades K-2.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.26 K195mv

A girl describes how she and her family celebrate the seven days of Kwanzaa.

A Kwanzaa Celebration:  pop-up book.  Williams, Nancy.  Grades P-2.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.26 W725kw

A story of Kwanzaa celebrations.

Websites:
The Official Kwanzaa Website

http://www.officialkwanzaawebsite.org/index.shtml
Excellent website with many links about the holiday including:  roots and branches, seven principles, the symbols, greetings, gifts, colors and decorations, the celebration, and the meditation.  

Kwanzaa:  Wikipedia Encyclopedia

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kwanzaa
An overview of the celebration broken into categories.  Includes a definition and the origin.

Kwanzaa:  Kids Domain

http://www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/kwanzaa/
A kid-friendly website that includes links to clip art, printable pages, coloring pages, games, reading stories, and crafts.

Kwanzaa:  Lesson Plans

http://www.teach-nology.com/teachers/lesson_plans/holidays/kwanza/
A collection of Kwanzaa lesson plans and activities.

Kwanzaa Class Book
http://t3.preservice.org/T0300236/lpKwanzaaClassBook.htm
Early elementary lesson plan.  Students will be able to identify and discuss significance of some of the symbols used for Kwanzaa.  Students will demonstrate their understanding of Kwanzaa by making a book.
History of Kwanzaa

http://www.challenge.state.la.us/edres/lessons/elementary/lesson1.htm
Elementary lesson plan.  The learner will recognize holidays of the African-American culture.
The learner will recognize some symbols that are used to celebrate Kwanzaa.

Websites on Kwanzaa for teachers and students

http://www.atlanticava.org/webandcamsites/kwanzaa.htm
An excellent resource with many links to websites about the holiday.  Each link is supplemented with a description of the website.

Journals:
Kwanzaa

Appalachian State University HTML Full Text Kwanzaa; 2005, p1-2, 2p
Discusses the history and meaning of the African American holiday Kwanzaa. Overview of the US civil rights movement; Creation of Kwanzaa by activist Maulana Karenga; Details of the Seven Guiding Principles observed during the holiday; Traditions associated with Kwanzaa; Purpose of the communal feast; Emphasis of Kwanzaa on the shared African heritage of black US citizens.
Kwanzaa
Appalachian State University HTML & PDF Full Text Scholastic News -- Edition 2; Nov/Dec2004, Vol. 61 Issue 3, p7-5, 1/2p, 1c

Presents information on the celebration of Kwanzaa holiday.

Rythum Makers

Appalachian State University HTML & PDF Full Text Highlights for Children; Dec2005, Vol. 60 Issue 12, p32-32, 2/5p, 1c
Presents an activity for children involving the creation of a Kwanzaa drum.

Thanksgiving

Observed on the second Monday in October in Canada, and the fourth Thursday in November in the United States.  The Thanksgiving festival celebrates the first Thanksgiving help by the Pilgrim Fathers, settlers who arrived in America in 1620.  American families traditionally prepare a special meal to be shared with family that often consists of turkey and pumpkin pie.

Thanksgiving Day- - a time to be thankful.  Landau, Elaine.  Grades K-6.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.2649 L253th

A special day-The first Thanksgiving- - The making of a holiday- - a time for eating- - words to know.

Thanksgiving Day.  Landau, Elaine.  Grades 2-4.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.2649

Feasts, parades, football games, and traveling are all part of the present-day celebration of Thanksgiving.  Sarah Josepha Hale, a writer, was convinced that our celebration should be a national one, and finally Abraham Lincoln decreed that it should be.  Marginal notes, color photographs, and reproductions add information and appeal to the book.  Readers are reminded that Thanksgiving is about giving thanks and caring, and they are challenged to include these ideals in their celebration.  The book concludes with a glossary, resources for learning more, and an index.  

Thank you Sarah:  the women who saved Thanksgiving.  Anderson, Laurie Halse.  

Grades 1-4.  

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.2649 A547th

Sarah Hale realized that Thanksgiving was dying out and did not want this important day to be lost to history, so she began a campaign to have Thanksgiving proclaimed a national holiday.  Thirty-eight years of writing letters to four different presidents finally resulted in Lincoln proclaiming Thanksgiving a national holiday.  Lively writing with an irreverent tone and humorous caricatures tell the story of this persistent women and the relentless barrage of letters she wrote for a cause she knew was important.  The book concludes with a “Feast of Facts” about Thanksgiving.

Thank you Sarah:  The women who saved Thanksgiving (video recording).  Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Grades 1-4.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 394.2649 A547th (Video)

Based on the book.

Gracias, the Thanksgiving Turkey.  Cowley, Joy.  Grades P-2.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # E C875gr

Miguel, a young Puerto Rico boy who lives in New York City, receives a live turkey to fatten up for Thanksgiving.  He names the turkey Gracias, which means “thanks,” and becomes fast friends with it.  Miguel devises a number of schemes to prevent Gracias from being eaten.  One day, the turkey follows Miguel to church and is blessed by the priest.  Miguel’s grandmother declares that a blessed turkey cannot be served for dinner, so Gracias is saved.  Spanish words are interspersed throughout the story and defined in the glossary at the end of the book.

A Turkey for Thanksgiving.  Bunting, Eve.  Grades P-4.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # E B9427tu

Mr. and Mrs. Moose have invited their friends to share Thanksgiving dinner with them.  Mrs. Moose would really like to have a turkey for Thanksgiving, so Mr. Moose sets off through the woods in search of one.  He is joined by their friends, who have sighted a turkey nesting by the river.  They push the reluctant turkey back to the house to join in the Thanksgiving Feast.  Students will be surprised as Turkey to discover that his is to be seated at the head of the table, rather than on the table.

Fat Chance Thanksgiving.  Lakin, Patricia.  Grades K-4.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # E L192fa

A fire destroys the apartment where Carla lives with her mother, and the only possession Carla salvages is her book, A Pilgrim Thanksgiving.  Carla and her mother move into a tiny new apartment two weeks before Thanksgiving.  Carla dreams of a Thanksgiving feast, but her mother’s reply is “fat chance.”  They do not have enough money, and their friends live far away.  However, Carla and her new friend Julio decide to organize a Thanksgiving feast in a different way.  Mr. Lewis, the apartment manager, volunteers the lobby and some tables.  Some of the neighbors agree to bring one dish to share, and on Thanksgiving they all gather together for a very special feast.

Rivka’s First Thanksgiving.  Rael, Elsa Okon.  Grades K-4.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # E R134ri

When Rivka learns about Thanksgiving in school, she tries to convince her Jewish family, immigrants from Poland, that they need to celebrate the holiday.  Unsure of what to do, Rivka’s grandmother takes her to talk to the rabbi about Thanksgiving.  Since the holiday has to do with Pilgrims and Native Americans, the rabbi decides that Jew should not celebrate it.  Rivka then writes him a letter explaining that the Pilgrims came to America to escape from “mean, wicked people,” which is also the reason the Jews came to America.  The rabbi reconsiders and becomes a guest at the family’s Thanksgiving feast.  The book concludes with a glossery.

Milly and the Macy’s Parade.  Corey, Shana.  Grades 1-3.

WCU CMC Children’s Library, Call # PZ7.C8155 Mi

Milly and her parents emigrated from Poland to the United States.  Her papa worked for the big department store, Macy’s.  Milly loved Macy’s and went there after school every day.  She found out that other immigrants who worked for the store were very homesick for their homelands during this holiday season.  She went to Mr. Macy with her idea for a parade that would celebrate all the cultures, becoming a truly American celebration.  It was first called a Christmas Parade, but has long been known as the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.

Molly’s Pilgrim.  Cohen, Barbara.  Grades 2-6.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # Fic C678mo

Teased and tormented by her classmates because she is different, Molly, a Jewish Russian immigrant, teaches her classmates about modern-day pilgrims.  Students learn that pilgrims still come to America in search of freedom.

Molly’s Pilgrim. (Video recording), Cohen, Barbara.  Grades 2-6.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # VC 5801

Based on the book.

Thanksgiving Activities.  Edited by, Henegar, Renee.  Teacher Created Materials, Grades K-2.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 372.5 T367

Creative activities and seat work.

All New Crafts for Thanksgiving.  Ross, Kathy.  Grades K-4.

Appalachian State University Library (IMC), Call # 745.59416 R824al

Includes all kinds of thanksgiving crafts:  Native American Headband, Table cornucopia, Tom-tom favor, and many more.

Websites:
Thanksgiving:  Wikipedia encyclopedia 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanksgiving
Excellent overview of the holiday broken into descriptive sections about different aspects that make up the celebration.
Thanksgiving:  Kids Domain

http://www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/thanks/
Kid-friendly website with many different links including:  crafts, recipes, clipart, games, riddles, Thanksgiving history, books to read, puzzles and many more.

Thanksgiving Lesson Plans
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/Thanksgiving.htm
A collection of lower elementary thanksgiving lesson plans.

Thanksgiving Lesson Plan

http://www.everythingesl.net/lessons/gobble.php
Thanksgiving lesson plan with links to all sorts of Thanksgiving activities.

Thanksgiving Lesson Plans and Activities

http://www.theteacherscorner.net/seasonal/thanksgiving/index.htm
A collection of lesson plans for various ages with a lot of activitie

Journals:
Thanksgiving Then and Now

Appalachian State University PDF Full Text Weekly Reader - Edition 2; 11/18/2005, Vol. 75 Issue 11, p2-3, 2p, 8c
Presents information on the changes in the practice of Thanksgiving Day in the U.S. in 2005. Donation of food and clothes for the needy people in the country; Food shared by Wampanoag and Pilgrims at the first harvest feast; Games played in the occasion.

Whiskers’s Corner
Appalachian State University PDF Full Text Weekly Reader - Edition 2; 11/18/2005, Vol. 75 Issue 11, p4-4, 1/5p, 1c
Presents a fictitious letter concerning a food drive for the Thanksgiving Day in the U.S.
A Feast in the Village

Appalachian State University HTML Full Text Scholastic News -- Edition 2; Nov/Dec2005, Vol. 62 Issue 3, p3-3, 4/9p, 1c

Provides information on the harvest feast of Pilgrims.

Look at Two Feasts!
Appalachian State University HTML & PDF Full Text Scholastic News -- Edition 1; Nov/Dec2004, Vol. 61 Issue 3, p2-3, 2p, 6c

Compares the celebration of a harvest feast by the Wampanoag people with that of Thanksgiving in the U.S. Materials used by Wampanoags in cooking; Foods served during Thanksgiving; Activities during the feasts.

The Pilgrams had a Harvest Feast
Appalachian State University PDF Full Text Weekly Reader - Edition K; Nov/Dec2003, p2-3, 1p

Presents information on the harvest feast of the Pilgrims. INSET: What Do You Think?

Tons of Turkeys!

Appalachian State University HTML & PDF Full Text Scholastic News -- Edition 4; 11/21/2005, Vol. 68 Issue 9, p3-3, 1/5p, 1 graph

Reports on the consumption of turkeys during Thanksgiving Day in the U.S. on November 24, 2005. Graphical representation of top five states that raise turkeys.
We Celebrate Thanksgiving!

Appalachian State University PDF Full Text Weekly Reader - Edition K; Nov/Dec2005, Vol. 48, p1-4, 4p, 1 diagram, 3c

Presents photographs and quizzes for children that are related to thanksgiving celebration.
A Celebration of Plenty

Appalachian State University HTML & PDF Full Text Highlights for Children; Nov2005, Vol. 60 Issue 11, p38-39, 2p, 3c

Traces the history of the Thanksgiving Day.
Harvest Festivals Around the World
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