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         RE 5730

Novel Study: Part I

Number the Stars is a great book to read with sixth graders. It relates to the North Carolina social studies curriculum for sixth grade, and the reading level, which is 5.2, is manageable for most students. Although some students are capable of reading much more difficult texts, there are so many activities that can be done with this book that everyone should be challenged in some way. I chose this book because of the lessons it can teach students about morality, friendship, family, courage, prejudice, suffering, loss, world history, and many other things. Another appeal of this book is that the main character, Annemarie, is a girl who is not much younger than the students who will be reading the novel. Daily, Annemarie faces hardships that most children living in the United States have never dreamed of. I want the children to learn to appreciate the freedom we experience in America and to realize how much prejudice and the mistreatment of others can affect the whole world! Number the Stars gives history names and faces and makes it come alive for the students. I feel that this book can be a great eye-opener for the students as well as an inspiration to them. 

Through reading Number the Stars and completing the related activities, students should begin to understand the following concepts:

1. Historical background of World War II

· Why did the war start?

· What was the role of the United States?

· What was Germany's role?

· Who were the Nazis?

2. Denmark during World War II

· How did life change for people in Denmark after the Nazi occupation?

· What happened to the Jews?

· How did the Danish people help the Jews?

· What was the Danish Resistance?

3. How does Annemarie develop as a character?

· What traits make her a good friend to Ellen?

· How does she grow from the beginning to the end of the novel?

· How do Annemarie's choices affect herself and others?

4. How do various characters show courage and what is the result?

· How do readers respond to these acts of courage?

· Are readers inspired by the characters in the book?

5. What kinds of relationships are there among characters in the books?

· Does the reader understand and identify with the relationships?

· Do the characters relate in realistic ways? How do you know?

6. Differentiating between factual and fictional information

· Which places, characters, events, and items are historical?

· Which are created to enhance the story?


7. The role of faith in the novel

· How are the Rosen's treated by the Nazis because of their faith?

· How are the Danish people able to put their differences aside and help the Jews?

· Where does the title come from and why is it significant?

	Theme/Concept
	Related Activities

	Historical background of World War II


	· Class discussions about the war in various countries

· Watching movie clips about time period/lifestyle

· Looking at maps of Europe 

	Denmark during World War II
	· Looking at maps of Denmark

· Reading information in student packet about Danish Resistance

· "Making Predictions" worksheet

· Noting locations in Denmark that are mentioned in the text

· Tracking changes in lifestyle on "Not Life as Usual" worksheet

· Newspaper article about Danish naval fleet being destroyed

	Annemarie's character development
	· Character map

· Journal entry about the role of fairy tales in providing stability for Annemarie

· Recipe for a bodyguard (Annemarie's desire to protect her friend)

· I Poem (if Annemarie or someone that affected her growth was chosen)

	How characters show courage
	· Reader's theater (scene in Johansen's apartment where Papa convinces soldiers that Ellen is Lise)

· Sketch to Stretch (Johansen's risk everything to bring Ellen to Henrik)

· I Poem (if the character chosen showed courage)

	Relationships in the novel
	· Character Web

· I Poem

· Recipe for a bodyguard

	Differentiating between factual and fictional information
	· Handkerchief research

· Reading the Afterward

· Reading the interview with Lois Lowry

· Noting fact/fiction info while reading

	The role of faith
	· Reading Psalm 147 and finding it's significance

· Determining the source of the book's title

· Recipe for a bodyguard


Number the Stars
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Name: __________________ Date: _________

February 28, 2005

Dear Parents/Guardians,


I am so excited to let you know that in two weeks we will begin to read the novel Number the Stars by Lois Lowry. I chose this novel because it is fascinating and full of suspense and adventure! I am sure the students will enjoy reading it as much as I have. It also provides countless opportunities for us to learn more about friendship, families, desirable character traits, and courage. We will be studying the historical context of the book, which ties in with the social studies curriculum. The story takes place during World War II in Denmark and focuses on two families, one Jewish and one Christian. 

Each student will be given a packet of activities to complete as we read the novel. These include taking notes on the background of the novel, writing several journal entries, participating in Reader's Theater, keeping up with the characters on a character map, writing a letter to the author, and many other activities. I would like to invite you to read the book along with us and to ask your child for his/her thoughts and ideas about the book throughout this unit.

You are always welcome to visit the classroom at any time, but I would especially like to invite you to be a guest speaker/presenter if you have anything you would like to contribute to our novel study. This could include sharing old photographs, bringing in souvenirs from a trip to Europe, sharing anything related World War II, reading a short story about life during World War II, reciting poetry you've written (or would just like to share), or any number of other things. Students will also share some of the projects they will be working on, so I will let you know the dates shortly if you would like to attend class on those days.

Thank you for the continuous support you give to your child and to our class!

Sincerely,

       Ms. Aune

Synopsis: Number the Stars by Lois Lowry

After Denmark is occupied by the Nazis, life for Annemarie Johansen and her best friend Ellen Rosen will never be the same. At first, the soldiers on every street corner in Copenhagen are only a nuisance and a threat. But soon, Jewish businesses are closed down and it becomes apparent that Ellen and her family, who are Jewish, are in great danger. 

Annemarie and her family feel obligated to help the Rosen family, although the costs of the dangerous mission could be great. Soon they are all caught up in a whirlwind of secrecy and lies in a plot that will ultimately lead to the Rosen's escape or the deaths of everyone involved. Showing great courage, Annemarie faces the Nazi soldiers alone and is able to deliver a secret package to her uncle on his fishing boat. But is she too late to save Ellen? Only time will tell.

Background Information

Take notes during our class discussions about the following topics and others. In addition, you may also draw pictures about ideas we discuss if that will help you remember the information.

· The Nazis

· World War II

· The role of the U.S., Germany, Denmark, etc. in the war

Making Predictions

After reading the information about the Danish Resistance during World War II and the synopsis of Number the Stars, make four predictions about the novel. These predictions can deal with Annemarie (the main character), the Danish people, the Resistance, the Rosens, the Nazis, the ending of the book, or any other topic you choose. Record your predictions in the chart below, and as you read, fill in "what actually happened" to see if your predictions were correct.

	Prediction
	What actually happened

	1.


	

	2. 


	

	3.


	

	4.


	


About the Author

Lois Lowry was born in 1937 in Honolulu, Hawaii. Her father was an army officer, and she spent her childhood living in many different places. When she was in junior high school she lived in Tokyo, Japan. 


She attended Brown University when she was seventeen years old and left Brown at nineteen to get married. She began writing when her children Alix, Grey, Kristin, and Ben were young. As her children grew, they provided her with all the material she needed for her books!


Her first novel, A Summer to Die, won the International Reading Association Children's Book Award in 1978. Other books include Find a Stranger and Taking Care of Terrific. She also enjoys photographing children and his written textbooks on American literature.


The book Number the Stars won the 1990 Newbery Medal. Ms. Lowry says, "A week's vacation on a small island with a dear friend was the beginning of Number the Stars. Her childhood days had been spent in Denmark under the Nazi occupation, and her remembered stories of those years, told to me during those evenings together, gave me glimpses of a life so different from my own. I had never been terrorized or deprived, as she had been. I had never been a hero, as all Danish people were.


"So the book, in truth, was a gift to me from a friend. I tried from the beginning to make it a gift to all children; not just of a wonderful story, which I think the story of Denmark is, but of the awareness that honor and integrity are not just spelling-list words. I wanted to tell all of today's children that there have been times--too few, perhaps--when people, some of them very young, have made the world better because they have stood up against something they knew to be wrong." (Quoted from The Follett Forum, Spring, 1990)


Ms. Lowry now lives in an apartment in Boston, Massachusetts, overlooking the Charles River.

Source: Dailey, Sue (1993). Number the Stars Unit Guide for Grade 6. Dubuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt.

Day 1   
**Read Chapter 1 (pg. 1-10)

**As you read, begin to take notes about the characters on your character map. List physical attributes as well as personality traits. Also, note changes in the lifestyles of the characters on your "Not Life as Usual" worksheet. Add information to both of these sheets as you continue to read the book.

  NOT 

( Life as Usual

In the chart below, record changes in the way the characters lived before the war to how they lived during wartime. These changes may include foods, hobbies, attitudes, travel, etc. 

	Before the War
	During the War

	
	


Day 2   
**Read Chapter 2 (pg. 11-17)

**Journal Entry: On the following page, discuss the role of fairy tales in providing stability for Annemarie and her sister in this chapter. Then choose a fairy tale that you remember from your childhood. Identify the fairy tale, summarize it, and explain why it has been important in your life.

Day 3   
**Read Chapter 3 (pg. 18-26)

**In this chapter, Annemarie realizes that "…now she-- and all the Danes-- were to be bodyguard for Ellen, and Ellen's parents, and all of Denmark's Jews" (26). Write a recipe for a good bodyguard. What characteristics would one have to possess to defend another, even to the death? Use information from the chapter to guide you, and remember to consider Annemarie's feelings and thoughts about bravery. Write your recipe below.

	    Recipe for a Bodyguard

Ingredients:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Directions:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	


Day 4   
**Watch the video clip from Gone with the Wind, then Read Chapter 4 (pg. 27-38)

**Write a newspaper article about the day the Danes deliberately destroyed their own naval fleet. Pretend you witnessed this event and record sights and sounds from the scene. Write about the reactions and emotions of those around you as well as the reasons this event took place. You can include interviews, quotes, or pictures if you choose to. Make sure your article has a headline and use the actual date this event happened. You will need to do a little bit of research to find the historical date. Be as creative as possible!

Day 5   
** We will be doing reader's theater with Chapter 5 (pg. 39-49). Roles will be assigned before you read the chapter. Pay careful attention to your character's part and be prepared to read your lines aloud as the class reads Chapter 5 again together.

Characters

Narrator 1 (pg. 39-43)

Narrator 2 (pg. 44-49)

Ellen

Annemarie

1st German Soldier

2nd German Soldier

Papa

Mama

Day 6   
** Read Chapter 6 (pg. 50-59)

**Sketch to Stretch: Draw your interpretation of one scene, section, theme, or idea from Chapter 6. This should not be a depiction of the actual scene. Draw something that represents or symbolizes the meaning or emotion of the scene. Use your imagination! 

Write a short explanation of your drawing. You will share your Sketch to Stretch with a small group during the next class meeting.

Day 7   
** Read Chapter 7-8 (pg. 60-73)

** Journal Entry: Predict why there is a viewing for Great Aunt Birte if Annemarie believes she never existed. What might be going on? Was Great Aunt Birte real? Who will come to mourn her death?

Day 8   
** Read Chapter 9-10 (pg. 74-87)

** Read Psalm 147. Respond to the following statement:

"Although Peter chose this passage 'at random', 

the author, Lois Lowry, chose it deliberately to 

serve a specific purpose in the story."

Day 9   
** Read Chapter 11-12 (pg. 88-100)

** Choose a character from this section and write an "I Poem" from that character's point of view. You may follow the format below or create your own. Refer to the examples on the following page if you need guidance. 

**You will be reading your poem aloud to the class and we will try to guess which character you are.

I am___________________________

I wonder_______________________

I hear_________________________

I see__________________________

I cry__________________________

I pretend______________________

I feel_________________________

I touch________________________

I worry________________________

I am___________________________

I understand___________________

I say__________________________

I dream________________________

I want_________________________

I am___________________________

Day 10-11   
** Read Chapter 13-15 (pg. 101-119)

** The handkerchief mentioned in this section of the book was not made up by the author. Handkerchiefs like this one were actually used by the Danish Resistance during World War II. Using the internet and at least one other source, determine the purpose of the handkerchief. Was it really just a handkerchief, or was there more to it? Why was it sealed in an envelope? Record your findings and your thoughts below. Also, answer the following question: Why was it so important for Annemarie to get the handkerchief to Henrik?

Day 12   
** Read Chapter 16-17 (pg. 120-132) 

DO NOT READ THE AFTERWARD YET!

** Write an ending for this story. Your ending must be at least two full pages. Consider the following questions:

What happens next? What has happened to Ellen and her family in Sweden? Do Annemarie and Ellen ever see each other again?

Day 13   
** Read the Afterward (pg. 133-137) and "Number the stars: Lois Lowry's journey to the Newbery Award" (interview with Lois Lowry)
** Write a letter to Lois Lowry telling her your thoughts, opinions, and ideas about the book. You may want to mention some of the activities we've done with the book in class. Was there anything else you wish she had included in the book? What about anything you think she should have left out? Make sure you use correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Remember to be respectful and polite throughout your letter.

	Activity/Criteria
	Your Points/

Total Possible Points

	Background

· Thoughtful notes and pictures 

· Participation in discussions
	/20

	Predictions

· Columns are filled in completely with evidence of thought
	/5

	Vocabulary

· All words are defined

· Definitions match context from the book

· Parts of speech for all words
	/20

	Character Map

· All characters are filled in, traits are correct
	/15

	Not Life as Usual

· Evidence of effort in comparing lifestyles
	/5

	Ch. 2 Journal Entry

· Relates to the novel and personal life
	/5

	Bodyguard Recipe

· Evidence of effort, creative & thoughtful traits listed
	/10

	Newspaper Article

· Historically accurate (date, setting, reasons)

· Emotions of bystanders

· Creativity (pictures, interviews, layout, etc.)
	/20

	Reader's Theater

Good participation through reading expressively
	/5

	Sketch to Stretch

· Not simply an illustration of a scene-has symbolism

· Explanation of drawing
	/5

	Ch. 7-8 Journal Entry

· Contains thoughtful predictions that are plausible
	/5

	Response to Psalm 147

· Response to quote and good discussion with partner
	/5

	I Poem

· Representation of character reveals understanding

· Correct form
	/15

	Handkerchief Research

· Two sources documented

· Accurate information about it's historical use

· Importance to the story
	/5

	Write Your Own Ending

· At least two pages in length

· Picks up where Chapter 17 ends

· Correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation
	/25

	Letter to Lois Lowry

· Thoughtful comments about the book

· Proper friendly letter format, appropriate tone

· Demonstrates an understanding of the book and it's context
	/25

	Total
	/200


