Cumulating Activity of  The Great Chicago Fire
James L. Bumgarner

Grade:  8

Grouping:  Whole Class

Purpose:  The purpose of this comprehension lesson is to allow the students to gain an understanding of the myths and facts of the Chicago Fire of 1871.  This lesson is part of a unit on the fire where the students read a novel about children seeing and escaping the fire and its destruction.  Additionally, the novel makes several references to the causes and location of the fire’s origin.  In this particular lesson, I want to focus on background knowledge that was gained from the novel and tie this in with factual research as presented by Jim Murphy in The Great Fire.
Objective:  

1. Students will be able to use background information to construct a two paragraph essay describing the facts and myths concerning the cause of the Chicago Fire.  They will first construct an essay using a “text impression” exercise.  This will be followed by a teacher lead discussion using the before reading section of the “anticipation guide” questions and answers.  The students will then read chapter 7 in The Great Fire followed by a class discussion and individual completion of the after reading section of the “anticipation guide”.  The final exercise will consist of rewriting the initial essay from the “text impression” exercise.  This final essay and “anticipation guide” will be used to compare and contrast to selected web sites readings.  The web sites will focus on comparing and contrasting conclusion reached by Jim Murphy and author bias and propaganda techniques must be addressed.  
2. Students will use correct grammar and writing methods to complete the final “text impression” essay and the final comparison and contrast essay.  (rubric assigned)

NC Language Arts Standards:

2.02 Create a research product in both written and presentational form by:

· Researching and organizing information to achieve purpose.

5.02 Study the characteristics of literary genres(fiction, nonfiction) through:

· Reading a variety of literature and other text.

Instructional sequence:

1. Students will complete reading the novel:  Children of the Fire, by Harriette G. Robinette.

2. Students will use the knowledge gained from the novel to write a short essay from a “text impression” list of words provided by the teacher.  See attachment # 1.

3. Students will then complete the before reading section of the “anticipation guide” provided by the teacher.  See attachment # 2.

4. Student will read chapter 7 of The Great Fire by Jim Murphy.

5. After reading this nonfiction account of the myths and realities of the fire, the students will complete the after reading section of the “anticipation guide”.  See attachment #2.

6. The students will then rewrite their original essay from the same “text impression” word list using their new knowledge of the myths and realities of the causes of the fire.  

7. The final “text impression” essay and the completed “anticipation guide” will be used to compare and contrast to three selected web sites.

8. Students will go to the computer lab and research the following web sites:

http://www.thechicagofire.com/
http://www.chicagohistory.org/fire/oleary/
http://www.hydeparkmedia.com/cohn.html
Notes will be taken to compare and contrast the facts presented in these web sites to the myths and realities as presented by Jim Murphy.  

9. This research will be presented as a final essay comparing and contrasting the myths and realities of the Chicago Fire.  Particular attention to purpose and tone use by the authors must be addressed with special emphasis on author bias and propaganda techniques used.  (rubric assigned)

Assessment:  This assignment will be evaluated by the final “text impression” essay, the completed “anticipation guide”, and the final comparison and contrasting of the myths and realities essay form the web site research. 

