Questionnaire (ANALYSIS)
South Davie Middle School

Place an “x” in the appropriate space below:

__9__  Male
__3_  Female

__2__ 6th grade

_6__ 7th grade

__4__  8th grade

The responses have been selected so you can rate how you feel about being retained in the grade you are in currently.  Please circle the letter that shows how you feel about each statement.  (SA= strongly agree; A=agree; D= disagree; SD= strongly disagree)

SA  A  D  SD  1.  My teachers should have told me earlier that I was in trouble with       

                             my grades and might not pass for the year. 46 (3.8)
This is an interesting response and the highest response on the questionnaire.  It is significant for teachers because early identification of academic problems and possible retention needs to be addresses more frequently than the normal “progress report/report card” cycle.  A more positive approach would be possibly giving a weekly update to students that are in academic trouble.
SA  A  D  SD  2.  My parents should have made me complete my assignments and not 

                             allowed me to get in trouble with my grades.26 (2.2)
This response falls into the category of “disagree”.  It is interesting that question number 11 is the same, but puts teachers in the place for parents.  That question was .6 points higher and received an “agree” response.  This response tells educators that students view it as a teachers “job” to get the work out of them.
SA  A  D  SD  3.  I would have been promoted if I could have been allowed to

                             make up assignments. 33 (2.75)
This is an “agree” response.  I feel the question is important, but would have liked to have worded it differently.  There needs to be a time limitation to the make up work.  Most teachers allow time to make up work, but students that are at risk don’t seem very concerned about time constraints.
SA  A  D  SD  4.  I would have been promoted if my teachers would have put me in
                            a different class when they discovered I was in trouble of not passing. 

                            28 (2.3)
This is considered a “disagree” response.  I find it interesting that students do not consider the current learning environment to be a problem with academic performance.
SA  A  D  SD  5.  I would have been able to get my assignments completed if the school

                             would have had an after school tutoring program. 27 (2.25)
This too is considered a “disagree” response.  Teachers and administrators consider tutoring programs a key component in correcting academic performance.  Students, on the other hand, don’t seem to place near as much value in a tutoring program.
SA  A  D  SD  6.  My teachers were available to help me if I asked them. 38 (3.1)
This is an “agree” response.  It received the third highest rating on the list.  I feel this is important because teachers want their students to feel as if they are “there to help”.  I believe this response clearly indicates that the teachers are available and relay this message to the students.
SA  A  D  SD  7.  I had trouble understanding the lessons. 26 (2.2)
This response received a “disagree”.  Interesting that understanding the lessons was not a major concern or component in the analysis of the retention.  Sadly, that is the justification for retention? 
SA  A  D  SD  8.  I should have been more responsible about tracking, studying, and 

                             completing homework last year. 39 (3.15)
This is a very positive “agree” response.  It is interesting that the students feel they should be more responsible, but feel the teachers should hold them more accountable than the parents.
SA  A  D  SD  9.  I should have been informed about my grades more often. 33 (2.75)
This is an “agree” response.  It is not clear why the students feel they should have been given more advance notification about possible retention (question # 1), but indicated a less positive response about being kept abreast of normal grading procedures.  I believe this indicates most at risk students don’t make the direct correlation between grades and academic success.  They apparently understand the lesson (question # 7) but fail to connect the grading significance in the promote/retain equation.
SA  A  D  SD  10.  I should have been given extra time and help to do assignments in the
                              subjects I was having trouble completing. 32 (2.7)
This is an “agree” response but I find it odd that a tutoring program was less positive ( 2.25 for question # 5).  Again, this question needs more work to narrow the timeframe.  The indication is that the students feel they should be given extra time.  How much time and how long to complete assignments is a question that needs to be addressed. 
SA  A  D  SD  11.  My teachers should have made me complete my assignments

                               and not allowed me to get into trouble with my grades. 34 (2.8)
This is an “agree” response.  I find this the most interesting of all the questions on the questionnaire.  For question # 2 concerning parents responsibility in assignment completion (2.2), this .6 higher response indicates that the students feel teachers should be the motivating force in encouraging work/assignment completion
SA  A  D  SD  12.  It is really my fault that I was retained. 39 (3.25)
This is an “agree” response and has the same number as question # 8 (3.25) where students felt it was their responsibility that they should have more closely monitored their organization and study habits.   
