Transcript Analysis of Classroom Discussion 

 “North Carolina Treasures Unearthed” from Carolina Country Magazine, April 2005, pp.14-15
James L. Bumgarner

SETTING:  
This discussion occurs in a reading intervention class consisting of six seventh grade students.  Five of the students are male, one is female.  One male student was retained in seventh grade.  All students scored a level II on the NC end of Grade (EOG) test.  These students are from working class homes and four of the six receive “free/reduced” lunch.  These students overall academic performance can be considered below average.  Most of them receive little academic assistance at home and are not considered strong students by their core academic teachers.  

Students have completed an anticipation guide and discussed some of the vocabulary that was used in the article.  The discussion takes place after the students have silently read a 2 page magazine article telling about a museum display currently being presented in Raleigh.  The display has many examples of gems found in North Carolina, some history of gold mining, and some descriptions and examples of meteorites that have impacted our state.  There is a bubble map, used as a graphic organizer drawn on the board to guide the discussion.  The discussion is to check comprehension, to supply new information and to stimulate interest in our state’s geologic treasures.
Learning goals:

1. I wanted to students to attempt a higher level of informational reading than we have currently been doing in class.  

Fry readability had the following:  Average number of Syllables=163; Average sentence length= 5.9.  This placed the article in the 11 grade section of the graph.

2. I wanted to introduce some new vocabulary and do an anticipation guide to improve comprehension for reading informational text. 

Teacher:  Look at the board.  We are going to discuss the article we have read and look at types of minerals found in NC, some of the mining history of NC, and a little about meteorites.

Teacher:  JA, after you finished your after reading section of the worksheet, what did you learn that was significant about NC minerals.
JA: Uh….
Teacher:  Did you know that the 4 major types of minerals are found in NC?

JA:  No

Teacher:  What were some of the minerals mentioned in the article?

JA:  Rubies, sapphires and valuable gems.

Teacher:  Did anyone else pick up on the types of special minerals mentioned in this article?

JO:  Emeralds and corundum.
Teacher:  Is corundum a gem, or are some of the gems just a part of a rock called corundum?
Student:  Inaudible

Teacher:  Class, go back to the section of the article where it talks about gems and reread about the rock corundum and the rocks associated with it.

(Pause while students are rereading)

JE:  Sapphires and rubies are part of corundum.

Teacher:  Were you surprised, SR, that NC has all the major minerals?

SR:  Yes, I didn’t know that.

Teacher:  Do you think next time you walk by, or go into a jewelry store, you’ll look at rings and necklaces a little differently?

Student:  Yes, that’s neat.

Teacher: S, were you surprised about the sizes of some of the emeralds that were discussed in the article?

S:  They said some were pretty big.
Teacher:  What was pretty big?
JP:  Meteorites the size of softballs.

Teacher:  How about the largest gem found in NC?

JR:  the stone was three quarters of a pound.
Teacher:  That’s a large emerald!
Student: yeah, inaudible.

Teacher:  Let’s move to the historical part of the bubble map.  Did anyone learn something neat from the article about gold in NC?
JA:  There was a gold rush in NC.
Teacher:  Did you know about the gold rush in NC?  JA, did you know that the area where most of the gold was found is located about 45 minutes from our school?
JA:  Where?
Teacher:  There was a gold mine in Carrabus County named the Reed gold mine.  There was some kids playing in a near some pastureland and they found a big gold rock about the size of a football.  They thought it was just a pretty rock, so the used it as a doorstop for about a year.
JA:  They didn’t know what it was?

Teacher:  No.  They finally took it to a man in Fayetteville who told them it was gold, so they started mining gold in that area.  That started the gold rush.
JA:  In Charlotte?
Teacher:  Yes, near Charlotte.  Why do you think Charlotte has a lot of banks?  Can you make the connection?
S:  Getting more gold meant getting more money in NC.
JA:  They need more banks to store the money.

Teacher:  If the banks have more money, does that mean that more people can borrow and use the money?
S:  Yes.

Teacher:  What about you before and after reading question about gold coins in NC?  SR?
SR:  They did make gold coins in NC.
Teacher:  Good.  Where were they made?
SR:  (Teacher assist) Rutherfordton.
Teacher:  Good try on that word SR.
Teacher:  That place Rutherfordton is near Hickory.  There was a mint there, and the first gold dollar ever made in the US was made there.  What do you call a building that makes money?
SR:  A mint.

Teacher:  Have you ever heard of the mint museum in Charlotte?

JA:  Yes.
Teacher:  How do you think it got its name?

JA:  It was probably a place where they made money.

Teacher:  Do you think you could still find gold in NC?
JM:  Yes, we still find gold chips down in our creek.
Teacher:  People still go around streams with gold pans and try to find gold.
JM:  I bet if I had a pan I could find a bunch of gold in that creek!
Teacher:  Do you think it would be worth the work to try and find gold in NC today?
S:  No!

Teacher:  Why, S?

S:  Inaudible

JO:  You might spend your whole life searching and not find any.  You might be better to get an education.

Teacher:  Let’s look at the “meteorite” section of our bubble map.  What was the largest meteorite to hit NC, JM?
JM:  111 pounds.

Teacher:  Good! JP, how much do you weigh?

JP:  114 pounds
Teacher:  Can you imagine a rock the size of JP falling beside you in a field!  Have you ever seen a shooting star before?
JM:  They really go fast!
Teacher:  JP, in the article, how far away did the windows shake when the meteorite hit NC?

JM:  The windows were shaking and breaking 50 miles away!

Teacher:  Do you know how far 50 miles is from this school?

S:  From here to Charlotte.

Teacher:  We’re going to move to the last topic on the board.  Who would like to go and see the gem display in Raleigh? 

JM:  I would like to go and see all the neat rocks found in NC.

Teacher:  JP?

JP:  Inaudible.

Teacher:  What did you find most interesting about this article?

S:  I think it is neat that NC has all those rocks, no one would ever know that about NC.

JM:  Like S said, NC is not know for doing a lot, so it is kind of neat that NC has got all them gems.

Teacher:  I am glad you enjoyed this article.  I think you all learned a bit more about NC,

Analysis:
Kinds of Talk

	Teacher talk:
	Student talk:

	38/75= 51%
	37/75=49%


Kinds of Teacher Questions
	Kind of question
	Number of timer/percentage

	Retrieve
	11/38=29%

	Relate
	7/38=18%

	Think/Explain
	5/38=13%

	Think/Infer
	4/38=11%

	Think/Predict
	1/38=3%

	Think/Connect
	1/38=3%

	Think/Evaluate
	1/38=3%

	Think/Frame
	0/38=0%


Kinds of Teacher Responses

	Kind of response
	Number of times/percentage

	Collect
	12/30=40%

	Probe
	12/30=40%

	Connect
	4/30=13%

	Redirect
	0/30=0%


