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Thomas Jefferson once said “I cannot live without books.” Teaching reading is the most important job that each of us must do. In order to understand how to reach all of our kids, we must first understand the process of reading. 

* Phonemic Awareness Instruction

         - What is it?

                   * The ability to notice, think about, and work with individual sounds in spoken words

                   * Phonemes are the smallest parts in spoken words
         - Why is it important?

                   * It helps children to read and spell

                   * Students must have an understanding of spoken sounds before they can read. 

                   * Helps them to focus on meaning instead of work calling.   
         - How is it developed?

                   * Must have structured instructional time to teach children phonemes.

                   * Can do a variety of activities in the classroom

                   * Identify, categorize, blend, segmentation, substitute phonemes. 
         - Is it effective?

                   * Yes

                   * Children can learn to blend sounds in order to say a word in isolation or in a story.

                   * Must begin early

                   * Focus on a few manipulations at a time instead of all at once.
* Phonics Instruction

         - What is it?

                   * Relationship between letters and sounds

                   * Must have an understanding that letters have sounds

                   * Graphemes and phonemes as a relationship
         - Why is it important?

                   * Students will understand our language
                   * Will help struggling readers.

                   * Will help comprehension 
         - How is it effective?

                   * Separate and Explicit

                   * Effective when it is introduced early
         - What does the instruction provide?

                   * Opportunities for children to apply what they have learned
                   * Children will learn to identify words

                   * Will give a student a better start for the upper grades
* Fluency Instruction

         - What is it?

                   * Ability to read a text accurately and quickly

                   * Readers will read a text effortlessly and with expression

                   * Repeated Readings

                   * Automatically recognize words
         - Why is it important?

                   * Affects student’s comprehension
         - How is it developed?

                   * Modeling good reading
                   * Repeated Reading

                   * Choral reading, student- adult reading, tape assisted, partner, and readers’ theatre
         - Why do we monitor?

                   * See growth – words per minute- goals

                   * It is motivational for students to see growth

                   * Accuracy
* Vocabulary Instruction

         - What is it?

                   * Oral and reading vocabulary 

                   * Words we must know to communicate

                   * Listening, speaking, reading, and writing
         - Why is it important?

                   * Prior knowledge

                   * Reading comprehension

                   * To be able to use new words effectively and appropriately in speaking and writing
         - How can it be developed?

                   * Dictionaries

                   * Daily Oral Language

                   * Used in conversation

                   * Vocabulary in text (fiction and non-fiction)

                   * Engagement with words

                   * Word parts- origin
* Text Comprehension Instruction

         - What is it?

                   *Reason for reading

                   * Understanding, remembering, and communication what has been read. 
         - Why is it important?

                   * Reason for reading

                   * Check on student’s knowledge and grasp of concept

         - How is it developed?

                   * By teaching comprehension strategies

                   * Modeling for students

                   * Guided practice, application, direct explanation
         - What strategies can be taught?

                   * Answering questions

                   * Organization of concepts

                   * Questioning the text

                   * Summarization

                   * Teaching students what strategies to apply (how and when)
