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1.) Girl Wonder
2.) Written by Deborah Hopkinson and illustrated by Terry Widener
3.) Published by Simon and Schuster, New York, 2003
4.) This story is an inspiring story for young girls. Alta Weiss was born to play baseball. At the age of two she was able to throw a corn on the cob at a tomcat that was bugging her favorite hen. From that moment, people started telling her dad that she had an arm. Her father set up a target in the family barn for Alta to practice her throws. Alta decided to give her new talent a shot with the boys. All her old friends were coming up to her and telling her that she needed to stop playing with the boys and become a lady. Alta would have none of that and found her way onto a semipro team. She was the girl wonder who took the team by surprise. She was amazing on the mound and was the player who the fans wanted to see. Alta was famous and was written about in all the newspapers. When she was older, she gave up the sport and became a doctor. At the end of the story, she saw a young girl playing ball outside and asked the young lady if she ever heard the story of girl wonder. 
5.) I wish I had this book two years ago. I taught a girl who was a fantastic ball player. I noticed that many of the boys talked about her and make fun of her because she was so good. I believe that many of them were jealous of her. I think that this book would be a great encouragement to her. I love the way the Deborah Hopkinson wrote this book in 9 innings. What a unique way of separating this into small units. I think that having the highlights of women in baseball in the back of the book is a great way to incorporate facts. Tales of heroes are always popular children’s books. I like the way that they pictures are drawn as a cartoon. I hope that this book will lead students to look into Alta Weiss’ life and conduct their own research of her great baseball accomplishments. 
6.) The cartoon like pictures gives a sense that the book is set back in time. I like how the expressions on the coaches face tells exactly what he is thinking. The vibrant colors and framed pictures are easy on the eye. I noticed that some of the pictures don’t show the characters whole face. The hats were drawn to come over their eyes and show from the nose down. The characters are all similar in drawing and they have the same facial structure. The plot is easy to follow and the lesson is something that children at all ages would be able to understand. 
