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HAS CURTIS ALWAYS WRITTEN?

Curtis used to spend his 30 minute breaks on
the line writing in a journal. He hated being
\ Christopher Paul Curtis . in the factory, and writing was an escape.
He decided to start writing books when he
was 40 years old. (with a litte push from
you know who) ;

“..The Young seew to be able te say vealy
with a etarity, & faith, and an honesty that we Author

adulks have long forgetten. That
wrike?”
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“_in the last few chapters, the affec
situation comedy is suddenly tran;formed,
and we see how racist terror can invade the
shelier of home.”

, With Bud, Not Buddy, Curtis set out to write
about the historic 43 day Flint Sit-Down strike

" which took place in the 1930's at the factory

- where he worked. As he began to write

Bookdist
about the strike, it seemed stale--but the . s . Addie WY, B9, you may HOL Y0,
‘ story of scrappy Bud kept growing il his “Curtis tries to shoehorn in more Ch':;far:?;i"y For| fear these yuns will fire.
voice became the story. and subplots than the story will comfol ) Butyen maygs to church instaad
! bear—as do many first novelists... dr

Curtis likes to have a couple of things going
atonce. The Watsons was based upon a 24
road trip that the Curtis family took to visit
| Florida. But when Curtis was working on it,
nothing happened to the Watsons when they
got there, so he set it aside. Untif one day
his son brought home the poem The Ballad
of Birmingham. And then Curtis knew--the
Watsons headed to the the Deep South and
the Sixteenth Avenue Baptist Church.
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HISTORICAL FICTION

Both of his novels have been

set “against a
great, dark force” in history.
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This novel is written from the point-of-view of
readers, both of which have been Ngwbery scrappy 10 year old Bud Caldwell, an orphan
nard rimmed the plant with tanks, | Award winners. He is currently working on “on the tam” from a foster home, who sets off
w‘\ his third novel, a Young Adult novel with a 15 across Michigan to find his real father. The
1 year old protagonist titled Bucking The book takes place during The Great
“Solidarity farsvert . Sarge, which is atso set in Flint, Michigan.
Solidartty fereverL .

Depression.
ThoUnlen makesussirony.” N . v

| Curtis has written two novels for middie
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