Field Trip

This unit culminated in 2004 with a field trip to Morganton to the Arts Center in Morganton.  One of the student’s father, renowned artist Ben Long, was in the process of painting a fresco of the nine muses.  The students enjoyed a catered Greek lunch with the artists and then had the rare opportunity to climb the scaffold and view an artist at work.  The artist’s assistants took the time to explain the process of wetting the plaster and mixing the pigment.  Given time, I would have loved to give them the opportunity to paint their own mini-frescos in pans filled with plaster.  Next year!
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Peter Max climbing the scaffolding
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Ben Long, the artist, leaned back against a specially designed ladder.  Several of his children and the artist he trained with are painted into each of his frescoes.
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Christopher explains the painstaking process.
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Terpsichore, the muse of dance
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It was amazing to look up!
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Gio backstage.


