Greek Mythology Alignments

Alignment A. Instructional Expertise: The candidate demonstrates instructional expertise by applying the theoretical, philosophical, and research bases for educational practice in P-12 settings to improve student learning.  This comprehensive and rigorous unit is designed with a variety of activities to support reflective writing, presentation skills and dialogue.  Each activity whether it be expressive journal writing or crafting a literature response to a myth, is designed to support and enhance individual student learning.  

Alignment B. Knowledge of Learners: The candidate incorporates knowledge of the nature of the learner, learning processes, variations in learning abilities and learning styles, and strategies for evaluating learning into the planning, delivery, and evaluation of instruction.  The literature circle component is particularly designed to be responsive to differences among all learners.  The choice of job descriptions (architect, minstrel, mapmaker) fosters motivation and ensures success.  As they each present and discuss their end-products, the classroom grows as a collaborative community.

Alignment C. Research: The candidate uses research to examine and improve instructional effectiveness and student achievement. Performance is measured by rubrics that by design can measure individual progress and learning.  They are ultimately designed to build self-assessment skills and reflective behavior among students.

Alignment D. Content Knowledge: The candidate demonstrated advanced depth and breadth of knowledge and skills in the academic discipline and education.  In order to simultaneously present such a multi-layered unit while simultaneously teaching individual related skills, a teacher must have a profound respect for and understanding of the topic.

Alignment E. Professional Development and Leadership:  The candidate engages in continued professional development and provides leadership at the classroom, school and community levels, and within the profession.  Younger grades, parents and administrators are often invited to presentations such as ‘storytelling.’  This builds a strong, collaborative partnership and ‘purpose’ for learning.  

