Ex

Labyrinth
After reading Theseus and The Minotaur, students are assigned to a group activity; to render a labyrinth with chalk in the parking lot.  This is set up sequentially to allow for success: 1. Introduction to background on the spiritual nature of the labyrinth., 2. Following a model, students draw their own labyrinth and write up a “process,” 3. In small groups, students draw on tables with erasable markers, 4. Revisit ‘process,’ and students assign each other roles for the “big day.”

After the labyrinth is completed, the students walk the path and place a sealed note in the center, focused upon an individual “spiritual quest.”  These notes may be shared if they choose.  Then students feast upon a Greek salad offering to the minotaur (inspired by Giovanni last year who suggested that the man-eating monster become a vegetarian).  

This exercise is followed by a series of facilitated discussions and small-group work with the school counselor  I have discovered that this type of group work is difficult for such creative and strong-willed spirits.  (seems to go hand-in-hand with dyslexia).  This exercise naturally builds a bridge to discussions about building a respectful and inclusive classroom community.
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	Excerpt: Journal Freewrite

2/6/04

Dear minotaur,

I like how you lived in the darkness.  You are the coolest beast in the world.
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	Excerpt: Journal Freewrite:

Dear Minotaur:

I wonder if you can think or speak like a human?  Do you hunt for the youths or just wait for them to come to you.

Later, Gabe
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	Excerpt: Journal Freewrite:

Dear me:

I did a laberenth yesterday it was made with cack and it was cool.  I wish my dream could come true because I had a dream that I made a laberenth out of sand and I dug a hole for me to walk throw.
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	Excerpt: Journal Freewrite:

Dear United Nations:

I think you guys should work in a group because wars put our families in danger.  You should put different races together and be nice to each other.

From, Gio


Excerpt: Journal Freewrite





I think the labyrinth worked well because everyone worked together and by being calm and not arguing.  It was a real treat to walk the labyrinth.








