Literature Circle

Literature circles allow students varying perspectives and ‘jobs’ that capitalize upon their strengths as they interface with a novel or piece of writing.  In addition, they are ideal for students with varying reading and writing abilities as these roles can be designed to best fit their individual talents and enhance instructional needs.  In this case, students are assigned roles and related projects in order to creatively craft a response to the myth Jason and The Golden Fleece.  These roles are adapted from the overview provided in RE5130.  Each student was provided with a job description, “How to Begin,” and a calendar of deadlines.  For assessment, the students created their own rubric that encompassed both the product and presentation.

See Below

For Job Descriptions

And Student Samples

Of Projects
	Linguist

Word Detective
Name: __________________________________________

Myth: __________________________________________

Job Description: Due Tuesday, March 1st.

Your job is to find 15 words from Jason and the Golden Fleece and provide: 1. a clear definition for each (in your own words), 2. An image for each., 3. Any other related words (example: pan – Pandora, panic….), 4. (The origin if applicable), 5. Have these words been found in any of the other myths we have read? And 6. Do we use these words today?

Final Presentation: Due Friday, March 11th.

Present your words to the class and explain why they are important to the myth.

Rubric: Due: Tuesday, March 3rd.

You may submit your own rubric for how your project will be graded.  It must include at least 5 points.
	Linguist
Steps to start this project.

1. Make a list of 20 interesting words from the myth (Example: harpy, centaur, siren, muse…..).  

2. Fold a piece of paper in half.  Write the word on the left side and (leave at least 5 spaces between).  On the right side record: 1: simple definition, 2: Any related words, 3: Origin of the word (example: Greek), 3: Have you found these words in any other myths you have read, 4: Are these words used today (Example: siren)

3. Figure out the materials that you will need to complete this project (create a small booklet) and list below:  
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	Lily was a superlative Word Detective.  She discovered that the words “museum” and “music” originated from the 9 muses; daughters of Mnemosyne and Zeus.

	Architect

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Myth: ____________________________________________________________

Job Description: Tuesday, March 1st.

Your job is to design a panoramic model of several of your favorite scenes (at least 2) in the myth.  Your model must be labeled with ‘explaining’ words that tell what is going on.  You may choose what artistic materials you would like.

Final Presentation: Due Friday, March 11th.

Share your model with the class and explain: 1) what is happening 2) How you created it and 3) what inspired you.

Rubric: Due Thursday, March 3rd.

You may submit your own rubric for how your model and presentation will be graded.  It must include at least 5 categories. 


	Architect

Steps to start this project.

4. Brainstorm a list of your favorite events, characters and places from the myth (Example: Jason, The ship Argo, harpies, the Golden Fleece….)

5. Fold a piece of paper in half.  Write the item on the left side (choosing 3 – 5) and (leave at least 5 spaces between).  On the right side record a short description of that character or object.  

6. It also might be helpful to do a rough sketch or get some sample pictures.

7. Figure out the materials that you will need to complete this project (create models) and list below:  
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	Kaitlin combined her role as an architect with ‘storytelling.’  The components of her multi-media representation were used as props as she presented the scene where Jason fulfills his quest.

	Cartoonist

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Myth: ____________________________________________________________

Job Description: Due Monday, March 1st.

Your job is to illustrate a cartoon that tells the story in pictures & KEY WORDS of Jason and the Golden Fleece.

Final Presentation: Due Tuesday, March 2nd.

Present your cartoon to the class and retell the story as you share your cartoon rendering of the Myth.

Rubric: Due Wednesday,  February 25th.

You may submit your own rubric for how your cartoon and presentation will be graded.  It must include at least 5 categories. 


	Cartoonist

Steps to start this project.

8. Make a list of all the major events in the myth.

9. With a folded piece of paper create a ‘storyboard.’

10. Figure out the materials that you will need to complete this project and list below.
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	Austin is an incredible artist and perfectionist.  His illustrations and well-chosen words ‘pop’ this myth right off the pages.

	Cartographer

Map Maker
Name: ______________________________________________________

Myth: ______________________________________________________

Job Description: Due Tuesday, March 1st.

Your job is to draw a map of Jason’s journey with pictures and key words.

Final Presentation: Due Friday, March 11th.

Present your map to the class and retell the journey as you share your map.

Rubric: Due Thursday, March 3rd.

You may submit your own rubric for how your map and presentation will be graded.  It must include at least 5 categories
	Steps to start this project.

11. Make a list of the major events and places from the myth in order of how they occurred(Example: Chiron’s cave, Wooded Coast, Kingdom of Colchis).  

12. Fold a piece of paper in half.  Write the event on the left side and (leave at least 5 spaces between).  On the right side record a short description of that event.

Figure out the materials that you will need to complete this project (create a map) and list below
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	Derrick soaked his map with teabags to make it look old.  He then traced the outline of an ancient map of Greece and Jason’s journey wound its way through the isles as he faced peril, 

	Geneologist

Name: __________________________________________

Myth: __________________________________________

Job Description: Due Tuesday, March 1st.

A geneologist studies the history of a family and their relationships.  Your job is to create a family tree and a short description of the main characters in the myth Jason and The Golden Fleece.

Final Presentation: Due Friday, March 11th.

Present your family tree and a brief description of each character.  

Rubric: Due: Thursday, March 3rd.

You may submit your own rubric for how your project will be graded.  It must include at least 5 points.


	Meredith researched the characters in the myth and wrote about their background, relationships and fasinating character traits.
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	The tree was coded to match the character’s vignettes.

	Minstrel

Name: __________________________________________

Myth: __________________________________________

Job Description: Due Tuesday, March 1st.

Your job is to develop a list of ten questions that your class might want to discuss about this myth.  Five of the questions can center around the details, but five of the questions must be related to the bigger questions that the myth raises. 

Final Presentation: Due Friday, March 11th.

Guide a class discussion using these questions.

Rubric: Due: Thursday, March 3rd.

You may submit your own rubric for how your project will be graded.  It must include at least 5 points.
	Luke performed the creative song shown below accompanied with his electric guitar.

The audience enjoyed his rhyming lyrics!
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	Jason’s Big Adventure
Jason gets to the river

The sight of an old lady makes him shiver,

Especially since she told him to deliver

Her to the other side.

She ended up being Hera.

Said she’d be by his sid

To get the “Golden Hide.”

The first adventure had them flying through smashing boulders.

Only the end of the boat got smashed.

At least they didn’t get crashed.

When they arrived at the island of Colchus

The King of Colchi was mean and made a big fuss

They said they were heroes and wanted the fleece.

Then Jason saw his daughter

And he began to slobber.

She said she’d help him not to get slaughtered

And gave him a lot of magic things.

The king said to harness a fire breathing bull,

Plow the fields and plant dragon’s teeth.

Out of the teeth soldier’s grew.

In the middle of the circle a magic rock he threw.

When the soldiers began to fight,

It was such a fright

But despite it all

He got the Golden Flece

And did not fall.

When he sailed back home the stern fell on his head.

Jason was dead.

	Travelologist

Job Description: Due Tuesday, March 1st

Your job is to write a travel journal as if Jason’s quest were happening in 2005 from the point-of-view of Jason.  In order to do this you must translate the language of the myth into modern language.  You must include at least six complete entries.  The final product must look like a travel journal with a cover and dated entries. 

	Steps to start this project

1. Make a list of 6 major events you would like to include in your journal.

2. Fold a piece of paper in half.  Write the event on one side and interesting, supporting details on the other side.



	[image: image8.jpg]Yearg

ent ashore, and the king fellsient, Medis uasd e
magic fo maké the kings own daughters murder fym
f ay my love for Media vanished ang
appeéeocredinlo a black cloud.

. ]

..

§ WTEAR

-

¥

.
R





	John stained his pages with tea and encased them in a leather pouch.

Excerpt:  

“We went ashore and the king fell silent.  Medea used her magic to make the kings own daughters murder him.  Over the time away my love for Medea vanished and she disappeared into a black cloud.”

	Discussion Director

Your job is to come up with 10 questions to lead a discussion.  Five of the questions should be factual and five inferential.  They should provoke dialogue and a lively exchange with your classmates.

Below are listed some sample questions from the other Greek myths such as Daedalus and Icarus, that we have read.  

Detail Questions:

These questions can be to: 

a) Clear up something in the myth that might be confusing or not clear to the reader.  

b) To point out something that might contradict another myth that you read.


c) To wonder about the events that happen following the myth.

Examples:
1. How could Icarus practice flying if they were trapped in the tower and there was no way out?

Bigger questions

These questions link to bigger ideas.  

a) They may ask people to make a connection between the myth and modern history.  

b) They may hook into the feelings of the reader.  

c) An example of a bigger ideas is a ‘moral.’

Examples:

1. Have you ever wanted to fly like Icarus?  Were the Wright Brothers inspired by this myth when they invented the airplane?

2. Have you ever felt that by giving in to a weak character trait, you have let loose all the evils in the world like Pandora? 


	Hannah wrote her questions on separate sheets of paper and as she led the discussion, I recorded her classmates’ responses.

Q: What do you think about all the monsters being women? (sirens, Scylla)

KL: Usually women are intelligent and exquisite.

AM: Kinda weird. Bad people are usually men.
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	Q: Would you take a risk like Jason that might kill you:

DP: Whoever would do it would be a nutbag—wouldn’t give up my life for a golden fleece.


