Literature Responses

After each myth is read, students can choose from a list of Literature Response activities (letter to a character, cartoon, bubble thoughts….). Each of these responses is subsequently presented to the class.  Three of these activities will be chosen to be featured in a cumulative year-end portfolio.  A clear model or student exemplar from previous years was always provided.

Note:  These myths are generally read aloud to the class (with volunteers) which allows for guided discussion and monitoring of understanding.  As students represent a range of reading levels, myths are chosen based upon their cognitive abilities.
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Over the next two weeks, you will be reading a
great number of myths.

You will have a creative opportunity to respond to
these myths with a product of your choice.

Some ideas are listed below.

In the end, your portfolio must include at least 3
different choices.

. A traditional 1 paragraph summary like a chapter
summary that retells 3 — 5 of the main events.

. A letter to the main character.

. A paper bag summary with 3 props that are labeled with
explanations.

. A bubble mind-map that shows a drawing of the
character with thoughts coming out of their head.

. A cartoon that tells the main events.
. A shoebox diorama that is labeled with explanations.
. A picture map that traces the myth from start to end.

. A poem.






Student examples below:
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	Some myths lend themselves best to certain types of literature responses.

Arachne worked beautifully as a concrete poem.’

This response focused upon vocabulary and the relationships between the words.

	[image: image3.jpg]



	A favorite of all students was the letter to a main character.  

This response allowed the student to interact personally with a character on paper.  The letters were often filled with thought-provoking questions.

MORE TO FOLLOW BELOW
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	Another favorite!

This response allowed the students to get inside the head of a main character.
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	Some of the more gifted artists loved to cartoon the myths.

The entire class cartooned Perseus and Medusa, passing it along as the story was read.

This response allows students to choose the ‘key’ events in the myth and create in effect what is a storyboard.  


