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Overview:

This is a sample of a trimester report sent to parents at the close of the second trimester.  Parents are often invited to such events as Storytelling and the presentation of their Literature Circle projects.  Parents are an integral part of the classroom community.

SAMPLE TRIMESTER REPORT:

READING COMPREHENSION—Laurie J. Cousseau

The students completed the poetry unit in December with a Poetry Performance presentation of several poems by Shel Silverstein and a biographical sketch of their chosen poet.  Their poetry portfolios were breathtaking in their scope and depth.  What a thrill to see their own original poetry juxtaposed against such poets as Emily Dickinson and Langston Hughes.

Next, _______ began a unit of Greek Mythology.  The students explored the reasons behind the creation of the myths and their universal impact. These stories still have implications today, as they were originated to explain human behavior and natural phenomenon.  A study of Greek roots and vocabulary have been pulled directly from the myths (Eg. Atlas, Eros, Titans).  Initially, the students prepared a report on one of the Gods or Goddesses of Mount Olympus, which was presented to the class.  The students built a Family Tree and charted a pictorial reference of the twelve Gods/Goddesses.

The myths specifically chosen for study have been: Prometheus Stealing Fire from the Sun, Pandora’s Box, Apollo & Daphne, Athena & Arachne, Daedalus & Icarus, Theseus & The Minotaur, Perseus and Medusa, and finally Jason & The Golden Fleece.  The students were given a choice of literary responses to include: traditional paragraph summaries, mind maps, “I” poems, cartoons and a letter to a main character among others.  The students will choose four final pieces to be included in a portfolio.  They have conducted a reciprocal dialogue with each other as Gods/Goddesses based upon the subject of their reports (Eg. Apollo) on the pages of their journals.  Collaboratively, the students will render Theseus’ 7-circled labyrinth with chalk in the parking lot and hopefully find ‘peace’ at the center while making an offering to the minotaur.  Focusing upon the skill of storytelling, the students presented their favorite myths to the third grades at both CDS and Key.  The unit will culminate with a Literature Circle as each student completes a different independent project on Jason and The Golden Fleece.  The projects range from a cartographer who maps the journey to a minstrel who writes epic poems.

_______ has had a terrific second trimester.  What a contrast to the hesitant young man who entered this classroom at the beginning of the year.  He seems to embrace each new task with an open mind and take joy in learning.  When _____ is unsure about a task, he seeks clarification and is very receptive to input and guidance.  His poetry portfolio, report on Poseidon and literature responses to the myths have been the result of thoughtful and quite independent effort.  He truly seems to enjoy the intricately-woven stories at the core of the Greek myths and is a lively participant in class discussions.  _______ should be very proud!







