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                                                      By William Joyce











	This is one of my favorite books because of the vocabulary in the book.


I would use this for grades 1st through 3rd. 	


 First I would hold the book up and introduce the book and title. Next I would read the book allowing the children to look at the pictures as I read it because the illustrations are so colorful. During the reading of the story there are a few words that I would explain as I read, as bolster and plummet, which most kids probably haven’t heard of.


	Next I would introduce the vocabulary words that we will work on. I would write them on the board. Under the words I would have a chart. I would put this on the chalkboard or chart paper. More inclined to use chart paper so we can keep it and refer to it through out the year, and use as a reference. The words I would use from the story would be loyal,  extraordinary, desperately, and pandemonium; because they have fun using and playing with this word.


                                          Chart


	


	Word	         Do not know	Have heard of         Can figure out	


		          word	              the  word                 by sentence	


				


Extraordinary				


Desperately				


Pandemonium				


Loyal				


	


	I would put the children’s initials in the appropriate box. Later if I could use the word in a sentence and they are able to figure it out by the sentence or the usage of the words in the story then they put their initials in that appropriate box. They love to see their initials in print in the chart. I would then give the kids a friendly definition they could relate to. Pandemonium-a lot of confusion.  Extraordinary- something that is very different and special because it is different.  Desperately- (desperate) to want something very bad.  Loyal-to be someone’s very best friend and stick with him or her and help them through anything. I would write them on the chart paper.





 In the story the word extraordinary was used: He would paint the egg. He did a beautiful job, a masterful and extraordinary job. Let’s say the word aloud. Extraordinary means something that is very different and special because it is different.. I saw an extraordinary flower at the flower show that I had never seen with lavender and pink flowers on the same plant. Would a man flying on his own be extraordinary or common? Give me something that you think is extraordinary. Begin your sentence with, I think something that is extraordinary would be …  What is the word we are talking about?





In the story the word desperately was used in this sentence: “Oh, my goodness, better hide!” said Bentley, and he tried desperately to cover the egg with straw and leaves. Let’s say the word aloud. Desperate means to want something very badly, or to want to do something badly, or hurriedly. The boy wanted desperately to give his mother something nice for her birthday. The boy studied very hard for his test because he desperately wanted a good grade.  Have you ever been felt desperate to get something done or accomplished? Explain. A little boy decided he wanted to learn to swim. So he went everyday to the pool early in the morning to practice when it was still cold. Would you say he was desperate to learn to swim? What word are we talking about?








In the story Bentley was a true and loyal friend to Quack Quack. Bentley stuck with Quack Quack and took care of her egg, showing that he was a loyal and good friend. Let’s say the word aloud Loyal means to stick with someone and to help him or her. The dog was loyal to his master; he saved him from the mean dogs as they walked down the street. Do you have a loyal friend? Explain. I’ll give you some examples, raise your hand if this is being loyal.


My friend helped me study for a test instead of going to the movies.


My friend told me she didn’t want to come and play with me.


My dog stayed by me when I fell and hurt my knee.


What word are we talking about? 





In the story pandemonium was used in this sentence: Everybody began to scream. Food began to fly! There was pandemonium! Let’s say the word aloud. Pandemonium means confusion.  Sometimes when everybody in the class is talking at once or wandering around the room I feel like there is pandemonium in the room. When I’m at my relatives and everybody is talking at one time to get caught up, I feel that this is pandemonium. Would a nice calm walk in the park or a hundred people at a baseball field trying to get a free baseball be pandemonium?  If what I say is an example of pandemonium clap your hands.


Everybody was trying to get out of the school at the same time.


It started to rain at a picnic and everybody was yelling and running to get inside.


People walking quietly in line to go into the movie.


What word are we talking about?





	We have talked about the words, desperately, extraordinary, loyal, and pandemonium. Let’s look at these words some more.


	If something were extraordinary would you keep it or throw it in the trash?


	If your friend were loyal, would they come to see you in the hospital or stay away?


	If you were desperate for a new bike, would you work to get it or give up?


	If you were at a party with everybody running around screaming would this be calm or pandemonium?





	


	I would continue throughout the week with follow up activities as having the children complete sentences.


	I would be desperate to _________________________________________.


	I can tell my best friend is loyal because____________________________.


	I think _____________is extraordinary because_______________________.


	It was pandemonium at the ______________ because____________________.


Then if possible have them draw a picture to help show each sentence and the word meaning.





	Matching words with their meanings:


	Which word goes with confusion?


	Which word goes with to want a lot?


	Which word goes with very special and different?


	Which word goes with to stick with someone?


I would write these words on the board and let the kids come put the word next to the sentences.





	I would put a paragraph on the board or chart paper using all the words that we have worked with. I would have blanks and have the word on index cards. I would read the paragraph. The children would come put in the appropriate vocabulary word in the blanks.





	I would encourage the children to write their own sentences using each of the words, of course with support. Let the children share these sentences with their classmates and see if they can put in the missing words as was done with the paragraph. If possible then illustrate them and share.	








I would finish up the week with a go fishing game.  I would have the words on the cards. Then play goes fish. When the children were asking for a word they would have to give the meaning or a sentence using the word, instead of asking for the actual word. 


Overtime we would accumulate more and more words to add and to keep refreshing the words throughout the year, along with other games that the children always enjoy.


	





	As a continuation I would read the book The Happy Lion. It does not have the same words in the context of the story, but you could relate these same words to the story content, especially pandemonium.


