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Me Map Reflection


On January 17, 2007, I presented my “Me Map” to my second grade class at Gamewell Elementary School.  Since this was my initial first day within the class, I wanted my students to get to know me as a person.  I prepared a poster with What I Like,

What I look Like, What I Dislike, How I Act, and What You Should Know About Me.  Each category would inform the students about my life in general, which would provide them with the knowledge to ask questions and try to make connections with me.

 
I spoke with my cooperating teacher about allowing me time within class, to present the “Me Map” and allowing the students to create their own.  She was very pleased to allow me the opportunity and thus provided time towards the end of class.  At the end of the day, I introduced myself to the class and allowed time for questions.  The questions ranged from how old I was to how many states I had lived in.


Once the question and answer time was complete I explained to my students that they were to create their own “Me Map”.  This excited the students and they were thrilled that they were allowed to color and make their own pictures to go on their map.  I told the students to fold their paper into four sections, since there were four categories.  I wrote the categories on the board as the students were folding to remind them of how to create their map.  


The activity took I would say about 20 minutes and the students really seemed to have a good time.  I placed my poster on the board so that they would have an example to go by and some students actually walked up to the board to see mine.  Since the students had instruction all day when they received this little bit of time for so – called “freedom” I had to monitor the room to keep them on task.


After the activity was complete, it was time for the students to go home so I was not able to review their work until I returned home.  Some students really put a lot of effort into their creation and I was able to get some background information on the students.  I had explained within my “Me Map” that I loved cats and had two of my own.  Since there are a majority of boys then girls a few of the boys decided to put that they hated cats within their “dislike” category.  I also noticed on one boys poster that he put that he looked like a fat pig.  Now this statement really bothered me since even at the early age of seven/eight this particular boy had self-esteem problems.  I did not know how to handle this situation and did not want to discuss it with the young boy since it would cause more embarrassment to the situation.  I believe if I were his fulltime teacher that I would keep an eye on him to see how the other students treated him.  I would also speak with his parents to see if they noticed any change in his personality or eating habits within the last few weeks just to make sure this was not becoming a major issue with the young boy.  


In conclusion, I love doing this “Me Map” with my class because it provided a way for them to get to know me and a way for me to get to know them.  It is also a way to see how your students see themselves, such as the young boy with self-esteem problems, which I in fact informed my cooperating teacher.  As a future teacher I plan on doing with activity with my own students at the beginning of the year and I hope it works as well as it did for my second grade class.  

