Data Retrieval Chart             Your Name: Angela McCloy
Use Best Book of Pirates and other resources, including the Web sites listed on the chart. 

List fascinating facts for each category of information.  If you can’t find a fact for a category, make up a question. Be sure to research the author(s) of each Web site and put that information under the link to the Web site.

	Internet Site/

Information about the Author
	History of

 Pirates
	Sailors 

and Piracy
	Buccaneers
	Privateers 

	http://blindkat.hegewisch.net/pirates/diff.html

	The term pirate is very loose. Anyone who robs at sea is and was a pirate. When privateers exceeded the bounds of their commission, they became pirates. There is a thin line between smugglers and pirates. The thin line was smugglers didn't rob per-se; they just brought in goods that had been stolen or were not properly taxed by the authorities. Depending on the circumstance, pirates did their share of smuggling as well as robbing. There are numerous terms used to describe the life of piracy. Some of the more common are Brethren of the Coast or Brotherhood of the Coast, On the Account, Gentleman of Fortune, Sea Dog, Sailing with the Devil, Sailing Under Articles. 


	Often Pirates would claim they sailed under no flag, meaning they belonged to no nation. Pirates only remained successful so long as nations allowed them to roam. Often, a corrupt governor would allow a persons or persons perform piratical acts for a set fee, similar to the arrangements for privateering. Of course the acts committed were not against enemy vessels, it was just purely for financial gain. In return the pirate received safe harbor. Once nations and colonial authorities eliminated safe harbors, organized piracy began to dry up quickly.
	Buccaneers were French settlers in the Caribbean who used to barbecue or "smoke" wild boar and oxen. The buccaneers hunted the wild pigs and goats and used to smoke their meat, hence the term in the fashion of the indigenous islanders. Because many of the "boucaniers" turned to privateering for reason described below, the anglicized term "buccaneer" became synonymous with the privateers and later pirates in the region. The buccaneers were used to the climate and the hardships of the area and were thus more acclimated to life in the Caribbean. They were also geographically closer to the Spanish Main and therefore more reliable for the defense of British colonies than Navy more inclined to the defense of Britain and warfare along the coast of Europe. Many of the Buccaneers found more profitable life styles hunting Spanish Doubloons instead of wild pigs. Buccaneers were known as the "Brothers of the Coast" Many were French sailors who had jumped ship to avoid the harsh discipline of life at sea. They settled in the numerous small islands in the Caribbean and for the most part wanted nothing to do with the world outside their little hunting parties. They became expert marksmen with their long barrel muskets but rarely used their guns while hunting the wild boar and oxen. Instead they would band together and run down their prey and kill it with their long sharp knives. Typically each buccaneer would carry at least two large knives. The knives were larger than today's butcher knives but shorter than a cutlass. 


	A privateer was an armed ship under papers to a government or a company to perform specific tasks. The papers were usually referred to as a Marque of Letters. Some times these letters would give the captain rights to act in the behalf of a certain company or government to commit acts of reprisal, escort merchants, or protect coastal areas or property. Often the limits of the Marque were vague, leaving it up to the captain and crew to determine what they could take or attack. Sometimes the privateers ignored the Marque and just did what they bloody well pleased. Most of the time, Privateers were engaged of act of reprisals against other nations, that is engaged in acts of war. A key distinction between a Merchant and Privateer is the privateer was not paid by the nation or company but paid by taking spoils from ships or properties they attacked or fought off.

	http://www.rochedalss.eq.edu.au/pirates/pirate1.htm

	Who was the first official pirate?
	"Piracy", in international law, is the crime of robbery, or other act of violence for private ends,[image: image1.png]


 on the high seas or in the air above the seas, committed by the captain or crew of a ship or aircraft outside the normal jurisdiction of any nation, and without authority from any government. The persons who engage in acts of piracy are called "pirates". International treaties and national legislation have sometimes applied the term "piracy" to attacks on the high seas authorized by a government, in violation of international law; to actions by insurgents acting for political purposes; or to violent acts on board a vessel under control of its officers. Piracy is recognized as an offense against the law of nations. It is a crime not against any particular state, but against all humanity. The crime may be punished in the competent tribunal of any country in which the offender may be found, or carried, although the crime may have been committed on board a foreign vessel on the high seas. The essence of piracy is that the pirate has no valid commission from a sovereign state, or from an insurgent or belligerent government engaged in hostilities with a particular state. Piracy is of ancient origin. The Phoenicians often combined piracy with more legitimate seafaring enterprise. From the 9th through the 11th century the Vikings terrorized western European coasts and waters. The Hanseatic League, formed in the 13th century, was created partially to provide mutual defense against northern pirates roaming the North and Baltic seas. Muslim rovers, meanwhile, scourged the Mediterranean Sea, commingling naval war on a large scale with thievery and the abduction of slaves. In the 17th century the English Channel swarmed with Algerian pirates, operating out of northern Africa; Algiers continued to be a piratical stronghold until well into the 19th century. Piracy waned with the development of the steam engine and the growth of the British and American navies in the latter part of the 18th and early 19th centuries. 

	"Buccaneer" was a title applied to English, Dutch, and French seafaring adventurers of the 17th century. In the previous century such daring fighters and seamen as the Englishmen Sir Francis Drake and Sir Richard Hawkins had obtained wealth in privateering operations against Spain, in the Caribbean Sea and off the coasts of North America. Inspired by the success of these men and the lure of riches, a group of wandering pirates called "freebooters" or "buccaneers" began to harass the Spanish colonies in the New World, particularly during the second half of the 17th century.[image: image2.png]


 The most famous buccaneer, Sir Henry Morgan, was from England. Buccaneers are usually distinguished from privateers, who had official government commissions; buccaneers rarely had valid commissions. They are also distinguished from the pirates who attacked ships of all nations and were outlawed in the 18th century. At first the headquarters of the buccaneers was on the little island of Tortuga (Île de la Tortue), off the north western coast of Hispaniola (now Haiti) in the main line of the Caribbean commerce.
The term "buccaneer" was derived from their practice of raiding Hispaniola and taking the cattle from the Spanish plantations; they dried the meat on grills, known in French as "boucan", and sold it to vessels that put in for provisions. The buccaneers later used Jamaica as a base of operations, and with Morgan as their leader, they captured Panama in 1671. Buccaneering came to an end in the 18th century when the buccaneers were hired by their respective governments to fight as privateers in the War of the Spanish Succession (1701-14). Several buccaneers wrote exciting tales of their adventures which, subsequently, inspired further exploration in the New World. 

	"Privateer", in international law, is the term applied to a privately owned armed vessel whose owners are commissioned by a hostile nation to carry on naval warfare. Such naval commissions or authorizations are called "letters of marque". Privateering is distinguished from piracy, which is carried out without enlistment by a government.[image: image3.png]


 Privateering was abolished by the Declaration of Paris of 1856, but the declaration was not supported by the United States, Spain, Mexico, and Venezuela. The Hague Conference of 1907 prescribed the conditions under which a private merchant vessel converted to war purposes has the status of a warship. Under the U.S. Constitution, Congress has the power to issue "letters of marque" and therefore to make use of privateers. The practice of privateering preceded the creation of national navies. During the Middle Ages, European states having few or no warships hired merchant vessels for hostile purposes. The issuing of "letters of marque" to ship owners or procurers, authorizing them to prey on the commerce of the enemy, eventually came into general use. By way of compensation, privateers were allowed to share any booty captured. Privateering was carried on during the American Revolution and the War of 1812. Congress authorized the president to commission privateering in 1863 during the American Civil War, but the power was not exercised; the Confederacy, however, engaged in privateering during this period. Privateering was expressly renounced by the United States during the Spanish-American War of 1898.


	http://library.thinkquest.org/J0110360/letofm.htm

	Early Pirates Mediterranean Pirates:  These pirates sailed from many different countries that bordered the Mediterranean Sea.  Some of theses pirates had an agreement with their home countries to share any treasure that they captured.  In return, they would not be arrested.  Some pirates were not loyal to any country and lived on the Barbary Coast which was along the North African coast.  These pirates were known as the Barbary Pirates and they were very cruel and took a lot of goods from any ship that passed their way. The merchants became tired of having their goods taken and asked their governments to help stop the pirates.  England and France offered to forgive the pirates of their bad deeds if they would stop piracy.  Some pirates did accept this forgiveness, but most just laughed and kept on stealing and capturing ships.  Finally these pirates were chased out of the Mediterranean Sea by the French and went to live in the Caribbean on the island of Hispaniola.    


	Piracy was a problem thousands of years before the Spanish began to bring gold, silver, and other treasures from the New World back to Spain.  Men sailed the seas as pirates when countries began to cross the Oceans and Seas to trade goods with each other.  There were powerful pirates that sailed the Aegean and Mediterranean Seas.  These pirates set up a large pirate nation in Cilicia.  Cilicia is now part of the country of Turkey.  Barbary corsairs controlled the western part of the Mediterranean.  Vikings were brave and strong pirates.  They sailed all over the Atlantic Ocean, but especially terrorized the European coastlines.  Piracy was also active in the waters surrounding Asia.  As ships were built bigger and better and men became braver, piracy began to spread into the New World.  
	These pirates were made up of a group of men from Holland, England, France, and another group of pirates called the Barbary corsairs who were chased out of the Barbary Coast when merchant captains from France and England got tired of being captured and robbed by the French Corsairs.  They went to the island of Hispaniola and lived with the Indians there.  The Indians used special knives called "boucans".  The pirates began to sail the Caribbean Sea and used the boucan knife as a weapon.  It became the favorite weapon of these pirates of the Caribbean and they were eventually given the name of buccaneer.  The name buccaneer came from them using the boucan knife.  The Caribbean Sea became known as the Spanish Main.  The time between 1519 and 1780 was known as the Golden Age of Piracy.  
	A privateer was a captain of a ship that attacked and captured other ships and stole valuable items from them.  A privateer was not considered to be a true pirate because they were given special licenses called a Letter of Marque from a nation’s government.  Of course they were hunted down and punished as pirates by the countries who they stole from.  Many of these captains who were sent out to capture pirates soon became pirates themselves.  They saw how much money a pirate made and could not resist the chance of getting rich.

	Books and Other Resources

The Big Book of Pirates by: Chuck Tessaro


	Pirates have plundered seas for thousands of years, dating back to when ships were first built for transporting and trading goods. Even great ancient civilizations of Greece and Rome were concerned about pirates attacking and stealing valuable goods. 
	During the Golden Age of Piracy, they (pirates) were most active in the Caribbean. Here was the Spanish Main- the route by which the Spanish took gold, silver, and other riches from Americans. When piracy in the Spanish Main died down, pirates moved to the Indian Ocean, where trade between the East and Europe was expanding. In the North America, pirates attacked British Merchant and navy ships, helping American secure its independence. Wherever there was loot to steal, pirates could be found. Today, one of the most popular places for piracy is the South China Sea. 
	Buccaneers lived on the island of Hispaniola in the Caribbean. They were considered as brutal convicts. From different backgrounds, these men bonded together because the Spanish were trying to drive them off the island. At first, buccaneers could easily attack galleons because they would approach in smaller vessels and sneak up on ships. This made them successful in their attacks until the Spanish learned to thwart the attacks. 
	Privateers were legal pirates hired or given a license called a marquee of Letters by the government. This gave them right to steal from or destroy enemy ships. In a way they were good pirates, because they were hired to protect their countries form hostile ones France and England were famous for using privateers. 


List Reference for All Resources:

The Big Book of Pirates   Written by Chuck Tessaro and Illustrated by Anatoly Slepkov

http://blindkat.hegewisch.net/pirates/diff.html website authored by Tobias Gibson
http://www.rochedalss.eq.edu.au/pirates/pirate1.htm website created and maintained by Glenda Crew

http://library.thinkquest.org/J0110360/letofm.htm website authored by 6th graders, Aaron M., Jared M., Michael C., Ethan B., and Nathan B.

