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Before Reading

The Not-So-Jolly Roger is the title: What do you think this story might be about?

Look at the cover, what do you see?

Let’s read and see what the book is about.

Stop 1 (pages 1 to 4)

Where were the boys?

How did they get there?

What do you think about The Book? Is there anything special about it?

Who do you think will have The Book in this time? (reference page 3, “But the only way to get back to our time is to find the person who has The Book in this time.”)

Who do you think is on the boat?

Stop 2 (pages 5 to 7)

Where did Joe get The Book?

Where did The Book first take the boys? 

Why does Joe think they need to be more careful about wishing where they want to go?

Stop 3 (pages 8 to 10)

Where does Sam want to go?

But where do Fred and Joe think they should go?

Why are the other boys afraid to go find buried treasure with Sam?

So what really happened to make the boys end up in the coconut trees?

What do you think is going to happen next?

Joe says, “But wait, the spell only works…” What do you think he was trying to say?

What do you think it feels like when The Book sends you somewhere? 

Stop 4 (pages 11 to 13)

What did Sam say about Blackbeard when comparing him to a movie version? 

Why do you think Blackbeard counted off paces before they buried the treasure?

Stop 5 (pages 14 to 17)

Why do you think Blackbeard killed his mates?

What do you think will happen to the three boys once Blackbeard finds them?

Stop 6 (pages 18 to 22)
Who fell out of the tree?

What do you think a “cutlass” is?

Why did the pirate not kill the three boys? 

Stop 7 (pages 23 to 25)

What is Blackbeard’s real name?

By the way Blackbeard acts, do you think many people know his real name?

What do you think happened to the previous owner of the Queen Anne’s Revenge?

At the very end of this chapter, what did the boys hoped only happened in movies?

Stop 8 (pages 26 to 32)

Upon meeting the pirates, Joe says, “I didn’t see any wooden legs, earrings, eye patches, or hooks.” Why did Joe point that out to the reader?

What did the pirates want to do to the boys when they didn’t show them the quarter trick?

Stop 9 (pages 33 to 37)

What saved the boys from the plank?

What did Sam think the pirates were doing? Why?

Where do you think The Book is?  

What do you think has happened to Fred?

Stop 10 (pages 38 to 41)

Do you recall the significance of The Book?

At one point Joe describes himself and the others as being trapped like rats. What does that mean? 

Stop 11 (pages 42 to 45)

Reread the sentence, “…British warship slowly lean and fall like some giant white-leafed tree.” What do you think it means?

What is the relationship between Blackbeard and the boys after the attack with the British warship?

What favor does Fred ask from Blackbeard? 


Why can’t Blackbeard sail to NY?

Stop 12 (pages 46 to 51)

What does dead man’s chest mean?

At a point Blackbeard agrees to give the boys some of the treasure. With his reputation would you have believed his intentions were good?

Reread the sentence, pg 49, “The sun sank until it hung balanced on the horizon.” Describe what this looks like.

What do they find in the dug hole and what was the result of what they found?

Stop 13 (pages 52 to 57)
What happened to Joe’s lamp?

Why were Sam and Joe going to return to the ship? Why do they end up not returning?

How do you think the boys felt about the adventure? In the end, do you think the boys made friends or enemies with the pirates?

What do you think the boys should think about when picking an adventure? 

