Mia Johnson, 1st grade teacher.

We have a poem each week that goes along with our unit of study that is integrated into our science and social studies curriculum.  They are exposed to poems from the beginning of the year.  In January, they started writing their own poetry.  We started with a poem on snow- just an acrostic poem using the word snowman.  They completed these and then came to realization that poetry doesn't always rhyme.  Then I read several poems to them about polar animals.  This prompted the polar animal research projects-resulting in the power points.  The students worked on these projects each day, discovering interesting facts.  They used our KWL charts as well as other class stories that we had written to find information.  At the end of the power points, I introduced the I Poems.  I began by having them pretend to be the polar animal they chose to research.  I had them get with a partner and tell what they would eat, what they would see, what they would smell, how they would feel...  After the think/pair/share time, we regrouped and I gave them the template 

I am__________, 

I wonder____________, 

I see______________ 

My students then filled in the blanks.  They read the poems and were so excited that they were able to write such interesting factual poetry they were "hooked."  They students worked so hard, we felt this would be a great ending to such an accomplishment.
 

The shadow poems came later.  We discussed groundhog's day.  In the past, I have always had my students write about adventures they have with their shadows.  We go outside and find our shadow. We run, jump, spin... and find out that our shadow goes with us everywhere.  When we returned from our adventure this year, I told my students that I wanted them to tell me about an adventure with their shadow.  Some of my students asked if they could write a poem.  I then opened up the assignment and told them they could use any form of writing to tell me about their adventure.  Because my students have been so immersed in poetry over the past month, most of them wrote a poem.  
 

Again I was so impressed with my students writing, I encouraged them to edit and revise to the extent of a first grader so that we could publish these on our web page as well as in our hallway and class library.  They like seeing their writing in a lot of different pages (word processing is great!).   
 

Overall the process became a natural flow after I introduced poetry with several books and poems written by other authors.  My students feel successful with poetry and have latched on to it.  
 

Name of Character
I am (two special characteristics you have)
I wonder (something you are curious about)
I hear (a sound)
I see (a sight)
I want (an actual desire)
I am (the first line of the poem repeated)

I feel (a feeling you have)
I touch (something you touch)
I worry (something that really bothers you)
I cry (something that makes you very sad)
I hope (something you hope for)
I am (the first line of the poem repeated)

