The Underground Railroad

Under the Quilt of Night, Freedom River, Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt

~Deborah Hopkins
~Deborah Hopkins
~Doreen Rappaport
“All I can do is wait for the cover of darkness.”

~ Under the Quilt of Night




Unit by Darsy Lingle

Multi-Text Unit
Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt

Hopkinson, Deborah. Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt. Scholastic Inc. New York: 1993.  ISBN 0-590-42485-8;
4th or 5th grades

I chose this book because it depicts how slaves managed to escape through the Underground Railroad.  It also shows how slaves lived, what they did for work, and how they were treated.  Children can also try to relate this story to their lives by putting themselves in Clara’s shoes.  How would they feel if they were child slaves?

Under the Quilt of Night

Hopkinson, Deborah.  Under the Quilt of Night.  Atheneum Books for Young Readers. New York: 2001.  ISBN 0-689-82227-8;
3rd or 4th grades

I chose this book because, again, it shows the reader what slaves went through when escaping.  This story also shows the hardships of slaves, particularly slave children.  The boy in this story tells how badly he wants to be free.  I want students to understand what it was like for slaves to escape to freedom.

Freedom River

Rappaport, Doreen.  Freedom River.  Hyperion Books for Children, New York: 2000. ISBN 0-7868-0350-9; 
4th or 5th grades


I chose this story because it is told from an abolitionist’s point of view.  In this

story we see the other side than what we see in the other two books.  John Parker, the main character, is a real man who really helped slaves to freedom.  Children should see this aspect of the Underground Railroad as well.  They need to know that there were people who stood up for what is right by helping slaves to freedom.

North Star to Freedom (specifically, chapter 5)
Gorrell, Gena K. North Star to Freedom. Delacorte Press, New York: 1996.


ISBN 0-385-32319-0;
 5th grade


I chose this book as an informational text because the author discusses accounts of slaves running away or wanting to run away.  Gorrell takes the reader on a journey step by step through the obstacles and events a slave encountered during an escape.  This book also includes pictures and letters from the Civil War time period.

Internet Workshop sites:
http://pathways.thinkport.org/library/people.cfm 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/railroad/
http://www.freedomcenter.org/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2944.html 

I hope students will learn how serious slavery was.  I want them to understand that it was a difficult time in these people’s lives.  They should learn how the Underground Railroad helped the abolition of slavery. 

Additional books

The Patchwork Path: A Quilt Map to Freedom


Author: Bettye Stroud


Illustrator: Erin Susanne Bennet


Candlework Press, 2005

While her father leads her toward Canada and away from the plantation where they have been slaves, a young girl thinks of the quilt her mother used to teach her a code that will help guide them to freedom.

Freedom Struggle: the Anti- Slavery Movement in America


Author: Ann Rossi


National Geographic, 2005

In this book, readers gain different perspectives about slavery.  Is slavery right or wrong?  Should it be abolished?

Almost to Freedom


Author: Vaunda Micheaux Nelson


Illustrator: Colin Bootman


Carolrhoda Books, 2003

This book tells the story of a young girl's dramatic escape from slavery via the Underground Railroad, from the perspective of her beloved rag doll.

Lewis Hayden and the War Against Slavery


Author: Joel Strangis


Linnet Books, 1999

This book is a biography of a former slave who was active in the anti-slavery movement, as a fugitive in Canada, a "stationmaster" on the Underground Railroad, a supporter of John Brown, and a recruiter for "black regiments."

Fortune’s Bones: the Manumission Requiem


Author: Marilyn Nelson


Front Street, 2004

This book is a poetry book about slavery in general.

Life on the Underground Railroad


Author: Stuart A. Kallen


Lucent Books, 2000

The author of this book describes what it was like to be involved in the Underground Railroad, discussing life on the run, the lives of the trackers, conductors, and stationmasters, and the building of new lives in Canada.

Freedom Roads: Searching for the Underground Railroad


Authors: Joyce Hanson and Gary McGowan


Illustrator: James Ransome


Marcato Books, 2003

This book is a source, which holds actual evidence of the Underground Railroad.  Archaeological finds as well as newspaper articles, letters, journal, and laws are all apart of this story that uncovers the history of the Underground Railroad.

Aunt Harriet’s Underground Railroad in the Sky


Author/ Illustrator: Faith Ringgold


Crown Publishers, Inc., 1992

This book is about a little girl who learns the story of Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad.  She takes the journey herself as she hears what happened 100 years ago.

Follow the Drinking Gourd


Author/Illustrator: Jeanette Winter


Dragonfly Books, 1988

This story is about slaves’ journeys escaping from their masters.  Their biggest help was a song they sang along the way.  From this song, they knew to follow the drinking gourd, or the big dipper.



These stories relate to my central books because they all reveal a little more about the Underground Railroad.  Some books are about specific people significant to this event in history.  Others tell about slaves in general who were lucky enough to escape.


Letting students to select their own reading allows them to choose aspects of the topic they are most interested in.  Self-selection of these books will also allow students to grow in their knowledge of this topic.  When students read what they are most interested in, they are more likely to retain what they read.  This additional selection of books is culture rich.  By reading these stories, students will learn the value of equality among a culture that is probably different from their own.  

	Unit Activity 
	NC Language Arts, Grade 5

	Students will participate in various vocabulary activities.  These activities are: word networks, have you ever?, creating a word wizard card, and classifying vocabulary words by meaning.
	1.02 Select key vocabulary critical to the text and apply appropriate meanings as necessary for comprehension

	Students will complete a DRTA when reading the three central texts for this unit.  They will make predictions, draw conclusions, and answers questions about the text during reading.  They will also create pages for an ABC book with significant words in all three books.
	2.02 Interact with the text before, during, and after reading, listening, and viewing by:

· making predictions

· formulating questions

· supporting answers from textual information, previous experience, and/or other sources

· drawing on personal, literary, and cultural understandings

· seeking additional information 

	After reading all three central books, students will write a letter from a character in one book to a character in another story.  They will show in the letters how stories connect and what similarities and differences the characters are going through.
	3.02 Make connections between texts by recognizing similarities and differences based on a common lesson, theme, or message

	Students will write in their journals reacting to one of the three stories.  They will be expected to use correct grammar.  Students will also complete a double entry diary.
	5.01 Consistently use correct capitalization (e.g., names of magazines, newspapers, organizations) and punctuation (e.g., colon to introduce a list, commas in apposition, commas used in compound sentences)


NCSCOS Activity Correlation 

The Underground Railroad

Under the Quilt of Night, Freedom River, Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt

~Deborah Hopkins
~Deborah Hopkins
~Doreen Rappaport
“All I can do is wait for the cover of darkness.”

~ Under the Quilt of Night



Student Packet

Name:_____________________________________________________________

Packet Outline:

I. Book Readings

   A. Under the Quilt of Night
· Predictions from cover, whole group

· Graphic organizer (pages 1-12), individual

· Character sketcher (pages 12-end), individual

· I poem (after reading), individual

    B. Freedom River

· Predictions from cover, whole group

· DRTA with three stops, whole group

· Journal writing, individual

   C. Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt

· Cover and title page predictions

· Double entry diary (during reading), individual

· Story map (after reading), small groups

    D. After reading all books:

· Character letter, individual

· ABC book page, small groups

II. Internet Workshop

A. I poem, individual

B. Web page reading, individual

C. Questions, individual

D. Non-fiction book reading, individual

E. Journal entry, individual

III. Vocabulary

A. Word Networks, individual

B.  Have you ever?, individual

C. Word wizard card, individual

D.   Classifying vocabulary words, individual

Literature Packet

Read each book together as a class

Under the Quilt of Night (Day 1)

Before Reading

Cover

· Who do you think the characters are?

· What are they doing?

· What is the setting?

· What might the characters do in the story?

· What might the problem be?

During Reading

Stop 1 (pages 1- 12)

Complete the given graphic organizer.  Write some words that describe how the slave boy might feel at this point in the story.

Stop 2 (page 12-end)

Complete a character sketcher for the boy telling the story.

After Reading

Create an “I poem” for the main character in the book.  An example of a “What I Am” poem is attached, but other formats may be used.

Freedom River (Day 2)
Before Reading

Cover

· Who do you think the characters are?

· What are they doing?

· What is the setting?

· What might the characters do in the story?

· What might the problem be?

Cover spread

· Is anything else revealed about the characters?

· What might be a significant part of this story?

· What do you think the characters will do in the story?

· From the picture, what do you think the mood is?

· How can you tell where this story might take place?

During Reading

DRTA

Answer the following questions while reading Freedom River.

Read pages 1-9

1. What is the problem in this story?

2. Who is John Parker?

3. How does John Parker help free the slaves?

4. Why is what John Parker doing dangerous?

5. Do you think he will free the family?

Read through page16

1. What are some adjectives that describe Mr. Parker?  Explain your answers.

2. Why did John enter the master’s room?

3. Is the problem the same at this point in the story?

4. What did Isaac leave behind while he was running?

5. Do you think John and the escaping family will be caught?

Read to end

      1.What do you think would happen if the slaves were caught?

      2. Why did John let Jim look around his house for so long?

      3. How would you feel if you were the escaping slaves?

      4. On page 19, what family is John’s worker referring to?  How do you know?

      5. How does this story make you feel?

After Reading

Write a series of journal entries as if you are a spectator in the story.  What do you see?  What do you hear?  How do you feel?  What do you hope will happen?

Internet Workshop for the Underground Railroad

This workshop will give you more information on the Underground Railroad.  You will be introduced to significant people who aided slaves in their escape.  You will have the opportunity to look at different Internet sites.  As you look, take notes on what you read.  Be prepared to share a “What I Am” poem with the class about the Underground Railroad.  If you chose not to write a poem, you may complete a power point of your findings or construct a different product, which also displays the information you have found.  Refer to this site for other options: http://www.graphic.org/index.html.

Read the information given in the following sites.  Be prepared to answer the questions following this section.  Also, notice the pictures in the second and third sites.  In a paragraph following the answers to the questions, react to what you see.

http://pathways.thinkport.org/library/people.cfm 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/railroad/ (This site takes you on a journey of a runaway slave.  Complete the journey.  Click enter to begin.)

http://www.freedomcenter.org/  (Click on Learn in the middle of the page and read accounts of freedom.  From there, click the link under the first picture.)

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2944.html 

Please answer the following questions:

What was the Underground Railroad?  Why was it started?  Name a person who was significant in the history of the Underground Railroad, and tell a few things about him/her.  What is freedom, and why was it important to slaves?  

North Star to Freedom:

Read chapter 5 of this book.  Combine what you read in this chapter to what you have learned from this workshop.  Write a journal entry as if you are a slave escaping from your master’s plantation.  How do you feel?  What do you do?  How do you make the decision to leave- you know what will happen to you if you are caught.  This journal entry is part of you literature packet.

Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt (Day3)
Before Reading

Cover

· Who do you think the characters are?

· What are they doing?

· What is the setting?

· What might the characters do in the story?

· What might the problem be?

Title page

· Is anything else revealed about the characters?

· What might be a significant part of this story?

· What do you think the characters will do in the story?

· From the picture, what do you think the mood is?

During Reading (pages 1-22)

Double Entry Diary

You are invited to complete a Double-Entry Diary for this book. Remember to write down the quotation or passage and the page number on the left side of your paper. On the right side of your paper, write your response or personal reactions and connections to what was written in the left column.

After Reading

Story Map

Create and illustrated story map for Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt.  Include a representation of the characters, the setting, the plot, significant events, the problem, and the solution.  In addition, include some important quotations and their page numbers, which represent each illustrated representation.  

After reading and completing activities for all three books:

Character Letter

Pretend you are a character from one of the stories.  Write a friendly letter to a character from another story that we’ve read.  Include significant events and important aspects of your life at this time.

ABC book

You will divide into groups of 3 or 4.  Each group should choose a letter that represents something significant to at least 2 of the stories.  For example, Q represents quilts in two of the stories.  Your letter does not have to represent the same thing on both books.  Once your group has chosen a letter.  Include a large decorative capital letter, illustrations or some artistic impressions (include two if the letter represents something different in each story), and a paragraph explaining your letter representations.  Design your page with an interesting format and font.  Your page should be set up vertically.

Vocabulary 

Under the Quilt of Night

Pounding- To beat. p. 3

Mending- To improve. p. 3

Dribble- To fall or flow or let fall in small drops.   p. 10

Runaways- A person who runs away.  p. 13

Freedom River

Escape- Running away. p 2

Weapon- Something used to injure or defeat. p. 6

Dangerous- Able or likely to cause injury.  p. 8

Vicious- Having or showing hateful feelings.  p. 11

Conductor- A person who is responsible for public transportation.  p. 14

Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt

Seamstress- A women who sews for a living.  p. 6

Underground Railroad- a system of cooperation in the U.S. before 1863 by which slaves were secretly helped to reach the North or Canada.  p. 13

Patching (patchin’)- A small area or plot different from its surrounding.  p. 19

Memory- The ability to remember what was learned. p. 25

Complete the following activities in your journal:

I. Word Networks- What situations, things, or words come to mind when you think about the word mending?

II. Have you ever?

Answer these questions about the vocabulary word memory.

· Describe a time when you might use the word memory.

· When might a memory make you sad?

· How is your memory a useful tool?

III. Word wizard card

Choose a vocabulary word from the list.  On one side of an index card write the word, the book that it came from, and the page number.  Underneath the word, write its definition.  On the other side, draw a picture of the word and write a sentence with the word in it, which relates to the story.  

IV. Classifying- Group the vocabulary words into categories so that all words        in one category are related in some way to each other.  Be prepared to explain your groups.

Activity Examples

I Poem example:

Hoovervilles

What Am I

I am hopelessness and fear

I am dirty, unsafe, unhealthy, and unappealing.

I am unemployment- no chance for food, and no excuse for shelter. 

I am the best they could do with old scraps- bits and pieces and leftovers. 

I am an overcrowded area of heartbreaking chaos.

I am and have been multiplied all over the country.

I am home, unfortunately. 

I am gut wrenching sadness, probably anger.

I am hopelessness and fear that life will not see better days.

I am Hooverville.

Under the Quilt of Night Graphic Organizer

Write some words that describe how the slave boy might have felt as he runs from the plantation.




Character Sketcher

Choose three traits that describe the boy telling the story.  Then, write a short paragraph explaining why you chose each trait.  Draw a picture illustrating your chosen character and his/her traits.

Character Traits (3) 

1. (trait)_________ p. __ par. ___ 

(explanation or proof of trait)

 

 

2. (trait)__________p. __par.____

(explanation or proof of trait) 

 

 

3. (trait)_________p. ___par._____

(explanation or proof of trait)

 

Character Goal:

_________________________’s goal is to

 ________________________________________________________________.

Problem : 

_____________________’s problem is ________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________. 


Solution or Possible Solution: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________









Literature Packet Rubric

	Activity
	Points

	Graphic Organizer 

· Should include relevant words of how slave boy probably felt


	5 points

	Character Sketcher

Should include: 

· Three characteristics of one character

· Passages from the book that proves traits with page numbers of passages

· Character’s goal/ problem/ solution

· Character trait illustration
	6 points

	 I poem

· I poem should follow one of given formats and relate to appropriate story
	6 points

	Journal Entry

· All questions should be answered with well thought out responses
	7 points

	Double Entry Diary

· Include at least 3 passages with page numbers. 

· Complete personal reactions are given in a well thought out manner
	10 points

	Character Letter

· Correct friendly letter format used

· Connection of books is shown

· Events mentioned in letter correlate and are accurate to both stories
	10 points

	ABC Book Page

· Letter represents something significant in at least 2 of the three central unit stories

· Decorative capital letter

· Illustrations of what letter represents (two illustrations if needed)

· Paragraph explaining what letter represents
	6 points

	Internet Workshop Journal Entry

· Entry that shows students have read texts and completed Internet workshop
	10 points

	Vocabulary Activities

· Students have fully completed the four vocabulary activities in their journals assigned in the literary packet

· Word Networks, individual

· Have you ever, individual

· Word wizard card, individual

· Classifying vocabulary words, individual 


	8 points (2 pts per activity)


