Novel: Soft Rain: A Story of the Cherokee Trail of Tears by Cornelia Cornelissen. A Yearing Book, 1998. New York, New York. 
Informational Text: The Trail of Tears by Joseph Bruchac. Illustrated by Diana Magnuson. Random House, 1999. New York, New York.

I chose Soft Rain because it offers excellent incite into what the Trail of Tears was really like for the Cherokee people of North Carolina. Not only does this book offer a great “spring board” into teaching about the Cherokee (NCSCOS for Social Studies Goal 2), but it has many other themes within its pages. These include family, pride, community, perseverance, and racism. This book helps students understand a very dark time in our past by follow the journey and growth of a young girl named Soft Rain. This book can also be used to teach a lot about the culture of the Cherokee people. The students will be learning a lot of content while following the captivating story of a very brave little girl. One of the most important points the students will get from this book is way the Trail of Tears made people feel. I want them to understand how someone would feel to be removed from their home and forced to walk hundreds of miles with little food, water, clothing, and rest. They will use this novel to do a lot of writing activities. This book presents a lot of topics and ideas that students there age should understand and be able to express their feelings on. It is on a 4th grade reading level.

The companion informational text, The Trail of Tears, is on a upper 2nd grade reading level, but if offers many opportunities to expand on content ideas mentioned in the novel. This book is good for the students because it has a lot of vocabulary and content that is accompanied by bright, colorful pictures. It gives a better incite into why the Cherokee were removed from their land, and who made it happen. The children will enjoy this book because it offers them a chance to connect with what is happening in Soft Rain to another “real world” source.
