1. Hamel, Paul. Cherokee Plants their uses- a 400 year old history. 


-This book outlines many of the plants used by the Cherokee and it would offer students a resource to learn more about their types of medicine, foods, and main crops grown.

2. Long, Cathryn J. The Cherokee. Lucent Books, Inc., San Diego. 2000.


-This text is written in sections about the Cherokee way of life. It’s sections are in a timeline format so the student could follow the history of the Cherokee from the beginning up through the 20th century.

3. Bial, Raymond. The Cherokee. Benchmark Books, New York. 1999.


-The students would best use this book as a reference. It’s pages are easy to understand and the end has valuable index, glossary, and reference list.

4. Sneve, Virginia Driving Hawk. The Cherokees. Hoilday House, New York. 1996.


-This book is also divided into sections about Cherokee culture, but each section is told like a story. This would be more interesting to students who enjoy this type of reading format.

5. DeAngelis, Therese. The Cherokee: Native Basket Weavers. Blue Earth Books, Mankato, Minnesota. 2003.


-As another great reference text, this book focuses mainly on the crafts of the Cherokee and the purpose.
6. Goble, Paul. The Gift of the Sacred Dog. MacMillan/ McGraw, New York. 1980.


-This is a good legend that the students would be interested in hearing after reading about Soft Rain’s grandmother, the storyteller.
7. Ross, Gayle. How Rabbit Tricked Otter: and other Cherokee trickster stories. Harper Collins, New York. 1994.


-This book is filled with legends related to animals written in a fun, easy to read format the students will enjoy.
8. Bealer, Alex. Only the Names Remain : The Cherokees and The Trail of Tears. Little, Brown. 1996.

-This informational book tells about the causes, hardships, and outcomes of the Trail of Tears in a chapter format, and could be used as an additional resource if needed.
9. Dadey, Debbie. Cherokee Sister. Yearling, New York. 2001.


-This novel is about a young American girl who is mistaken for a Cherokee and is forced to travel the Trail of Tears. 

These books offer the students a chance to learn more about the Cherokee ways of life. Reading Soft Rain may explain to them the Trail of Tears, but if they don’t know about the Cherokee’s beliefs and culture they might not get many important points in the book. Why the Cherokee people feel certain ways about things and why they hold things sacred can both be explained in these additional resource books. This expands their knowledge and makes them better learns and students. 
