Rubric: Soft Rain and Trail of Tears
	Activity
	Points

	Anticipation Guide

· “My opinion” column filled out

· “Author’s opinion” filled out
	/2

	Prediction Poster

· All questions answered

· Ideas recorded

· Poster includes title and author

· Poster has a few illustrations
	/7

	Discussion Director

· Questions written on time

· Questions are on topic

· Questions are meaningful and thoughtful

· Questions written along with answer and page number
	/5

	Character Map

· Artistic Impression is well drawn

· Has correct number of examples under each category

· All examples have reference

· Map is put together in nice/ neat format
	/10

	Vocabulary Activities (week one)

· Complete sentences are written

· Word Network has several examples

· Word Lines I is complete

· Have You Ever? Is completed in thoughtful manner

· Examples/Non-example is indicated
	/10

	Vocabulary Activities (week two)

· Complete sentence are written

· Word Network has several examples

· Word Associations has correct answer and explanation

· Sentence Stems has reasonable answer

· Have You Ever? Is completed in thoughtful manner
	/10

	Wanted Poster

· Character chosen is from list

· Information given is accurate

· Picture and answers are creative

· Put together in neat/ readable format
	/5

	Learning Log/ Response Journal

· Question is answered correctly

· Answer is written in complete sentences and with proper grammar

· Answer is longer then one paragraph and thoughtful
	/5

	Author’s Craft

· All examples chosen are correct

· References are made to page number

· Explanation is accurate and thoughtful
	/10

	Artistic Representation

· Picture make sense with example

· Picture is creative and colorful

· Drawing done neatly
	/3

	Double-Entry Diary

· Correct number of passages chosen

· All passages are from section indicated

· Responses are thoughtful and make sense

· Written in complete sentences
	/8

	Poem for Two Voices

· Poem is between two characters from story

· Poem interacts between the characters

· Uses correct grammar and spelling

· Poem is creative and interesting
	/8

	Story Map

· Includes all six parts of a story

· Each part is illustrated in a meaningful, creative manner

· Uses correct grammar and spelling
	/10

	Summary Poster

· All questions answered

· Ideas recorded

· Poster includes title and author

· Poster has a few illustrations

· Uses correct grammar and spelling
	/7

	TOTAL
	/100


Multi-text
 



  

Context: 
 I created this multi-text study in RE 4030 under the advisement of Dr. Woodrow Trathen in the fall of 2005 as a Block II requirement. The study is geared toward the fourth grade and was created around the fiction and non-fiction books entitled Soft Rain and Trail of Tears. In addition an Internet Workshop focusing on the reasons for the Trail of Tears was created to promote the use of technology. This unit is a language arts unit which integrates social studies by teaching students about the history of the people that once lived in the North Carolina mountains.

The references for my unit are as follows:

Soft Rain: A Story of the Cherokee Trail of Tears by Cornelia Cornelissen. A Yearing Book, 1998. New York, New York

The Trail of Tears by Joseph Bruchac. Illustrated by Diana Magnuson. Random House, 1999. New York, New York.

http://www.rosecity.net/tears/trail/tearsnht.html
Impact:
         This multi-text study is a great way to integrate both fiction and non-fiction texts through very creative and engaging formats. Through reading Soft Rain and The Trail of Tears text, students are given the opportunity to think critically about what they read while completing a variety of engaging language arts activities that connect to the multi-texts.  I chose to develop this unit because these books both offer many characters and events to study in language arts, and great historical fiction to integrate with social studies. I was able to implement many of the following parts of this unit in language arts fourth grade at Valle Crucis Elementary School. 
Alignment: 
        This multi-text study unit aligns with the Department of Public Instruction standard 1, indicator 3. In this study, I have included not only a fictional text, but I have also included non-fictional texts which addresses diversity through introducing students to the Cherokee Trail of Tears.  This unit also aligns with the Department of Public Instruction standard 1, indicator 4. This indicator is met through addressing the needs of students by providing a variety of instructional activities in which students are able to exercise their communication skills through a multitude of reading, writing, listening, and speaking activities that cater to a multitude of learning styles. This study aligns with standard 1, indicator 5. Throughout the multi-text study, I ask students questions in order to activate prior knowledge that they have about the books they are reading. Students are provided with individual and small group activities in which they are able to interact with the text in order to increase their reading and comprehension skills. This lesson also meets standard 1, indicator 6. As a teacher, it is my job to encourage the development of literacy in each of my students. It is also my job to cater to the individual needs of the students in my class by providing developmentally appropriate activities that will help and not hinder the development of literacy. Standard 7, indicator 2 is met through integrating language arts, social studies and technology into this unit. Students are reading, writing, learning about the Cherokee Trail of Tears, and participating in an internet workshop. Standard 7, indicator 3 is met by activating the prior knowledge of students through having them make predictions about their reading. Standard 7, indicator 5 is met by providing the students with activities that cater to a variety of different learning styles. As a part of this study, students will be artistically representing similes, participating in a character sketcher activity, working in small groups in a discussion director activity, writing poems, and even creating a wanted poster for one of the characters in Trail of Tears. Standard 7, indicator 7 is met by assessing students both informally and formally through observations and a written vocabulary assessment at the end of the vocabulary activities section of the multi-text study. Standard 8, indicator 3 is met by encouraging students to use critical thinking skills when reading or writing through the use of positive feedback and guidance. Standard 8, indicator 4 is met through providing students with exciting and interesting literature such as the novel Soft Rain and the non-fiction text Trail of Tears. Standard 8, indicator 5 is met by providing students with a variety of different writing activities such as writing a "Poem for Two Voices", creating a wanted poster, writing entries in a double-entry diary, and creating a summary poster. Students are encouraged to share their products in both small and large group settings. Standard 8, indicator 6 is met by making sure that I, as the teacher, use proper English when working with students so that I will serve as a good model for them as they continue to develop their use of the English language.
