 Context
 I created this multi-text study in RE 4030 under the advisement of Dr. Woodrow Trathen in the fall of 2005 as a Block II requirement. The study is geared toward the third grade and was created around the fiction and non-fiction books entitled Guests by Michael Dorris, Squanto and the first Thanksgiving by Joyce K. Kessel and Lisa Donze, The Rough-Face Girl by Rafe Martin and David Shannon, and The Turkey Girl by Penny Pollock.  In addition an Internet Workshop focusing on the Pilgrims and the first Thanksgiving was created to promote and understanding of how the Pilgrims and Native Americans interacted. This unit is a language arts unit which integrates social studies by examining the history, culture, and traditions of the Native Americans and their first encounters with Europeans in the Northeast.
The references for my unit are as follows:
Dorris, Michael. Guests. Hyperion Books for Children, N.Y. 1994.

Kessel, Joyce K. and Donze, Lisa. Squanto and the first Thanksgiving.
     Carolrhoda Books, Minnesota. 2003.

Martin, Rafe and Shannon, David. The Rough-Face Girl. Puffin Books, N.Y.
     1992.
Pollock, Penny. The Turkey Girl. Little, Brown and Company, N.Y. 1996.

1620-1621 A Picture Timeline: http://teacher.scholastic.com/thanksgiving/pictimeline/
Wampanoag Indian Fact Sheet: http://www.geocities.com/bigorrin/wampanoag_kids.htm  

Squanto: http://library.thinkquest.org/J0110072/famous/squanto.htm 

 

 Impact
        This multi-text study is a great way to integrate both fiction and non-fiction texts through very creative and engaging formats. Through reading Guests, Squanto and the first Thanksgiving, The Rough-Face Girl, The Turkey Girl students are given the opportunity to think critically about what they read while completing a variety of engaging language arts activities that connect to the multi-texts.  I chose to develop this unit because I have already created a unit of study on Native Americans.  To further extend that unit I thought it would be interesting to study the Thanksgiving holiday and traditions that come with it.  Since I did not have a chance to implement my multi-text study this semester, I hope to put the unit to use in my student teaching and future classroom in order to engage the interests and intellects of my students.
 

 Alignment
        This multi-text study unit aligns with the Department of Public Instruction standard 1, indicator 3. In this study, I have included not only a fictional text, but I have also included non-fictional texts which addresses diversity through introducing students to the life on one of the most well know Native Americans to help the Europeans, Squanto.  This unit also aligns with the Department of Public Instruction standard 1, indicator 4. This indicator is met through addressing the needs of students by providing a variety of instructional activities in which students are able to exercise their communication skills through a multitude of reading, writing, listening, and speaking activities that cater to a multitude of learning styles. This study aligns with standard 1, indicator 5. Throughout the multi-text study, I ask students questions in order to activate prior knowledge that they have about the books they are reading. Students are provided with individual and small group activities in which they are able to interact with the text in order to increase their reading and comprehension skills. This lesson also meets standard 1, indicator 6. As a teacher, it is my job to encourage the development of literacy in each of my students. It is also my job to cater to the individual needs of the students in my class by providing developmentally appropriate activities that will help and not hinder the development of literacy. Standard 7, indicator 2 is met through integrating language arts, social studies and technology into this unit. Students are reading, writing, learning about the life of Squanto and the first Thanksgiving and participating in an internet workshop. Standard 7, indicator 3 is met by activating the prior knowledge of students through having them make predictions about their reading. Standard 7, indicator 5 is met by providing the students with activities that cater to a variety of different learning styles. As a part of this study, students will be artistically representing similes, participating in a character sketcher activity, working in small groups in a discussion director activity, and writing poems.  Standard 7, indicator 7 is met by assessing students both informally and formally through observations and a written vocabulary assessment at the end of the vocabulary activities section of the multi-text study. Standard 8, indicator 3 is met by encouraging students to use critical thinking skills when reading or writing through the use of positive feedback and guidance. Standard 8, indicator 4 is met through providing students with exciting and interesting literature such as the novel Guests and the non-fiction text Squanto and the first Thanksgiving.  Standard 8, indicator 5 is met by providing students with a variety of different writing activities such as writing an “I am” poem and writing entries in a double-entry diary. Students are encouraged to share their products in both small and large group settings. Standard 8, indicator 6 is met by making sure that I, as the teacher, use proper English when working with students so that I will serve as a good model for them as they continue to develop their use of the English language.
