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The Night I Followed The Dog
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Summary:  

A young boy thinks he has an ordinary dog.  He can do a few tricks but he mostly eats and sleeps just like every other dog, or so he thinks until he opens the door one morning to let the dog in and happens to see him get out of a limousine and he’s wearing a tuxedo.  The boy thinks he has imagined what he saw but decides to follow the dog the next night and see where he goes and what he does once the boy lets him out of the house.  The boy ends up following the dog to a secret club called “The Doghouse” and finds out that his dog is the owner of the club.  All of the other dogs around town come to this club late at night to relax and talk about their problems.  They have dinner, music, dancing, and the boy finds out that his dog is somewhat of a celebrity.  In the end the boy realizes that he doesn’t have just an average dog, instead he sees that his dog is actually pretty special.

Focus:

This story focuses on using your imagination to try to come up with an idea about what you think your pet does when you let it out at night.  

Comments and Questions:

Cover:  Show cover and read title.  What do you think happens in this story?

Pages 1-6:

Read to the end of page 5 and stop and show the picture on page 6.

1.  Why do you think the dog was riding in a limousine and wearing a tuxedo?  

2.  Where do you think he had been and what was he doing?  

Pages 7-10:

Read pages 7-9 and stop.

1.  What do you think he sees when he peeks inside the doghouse?  

Pages 11-16
Read pages 11-16 and show the pictures on pages 12 and 16 as you read.

1.  Where do you think that the dog is going?  

2.  What do you think is inside the building?  

Pages 17-18:

Read pages 17-18 and show the picture on page 18.

1.  What do you think is going to happen when he goes inside the club?  

2.  What will he see inside?  

Pages 19-24:

Read pages 19-24 and show the pictures after reading each page.

1.  Do you think that the boy was scared when the two bulldogs stopped him at the door?

2.  How do you think the boy felt when he realized that his dog owned the club?

Pages 25-32:
Read pages 25-32 and show the pictures after you read each page.

1.  How do you think the boy felt about his dog after that night?

2.  Did the boy still think that he had an “average” dog or did he think his dog was special now?

Wrap-up:

1.  Why did the boy decide to follow his dog to begin with?  (Because he happened to see him 

  get out of a limousine one morning and he was wearing a tuxedo.)

2.  What did the boy discover about his dog?  (That he is not your average dog.  That he is 

  “special” and somewhat of a celebrity.)

Vocabulary:

Disappear

Build

Relax

Disappear:  In the story, the dog disappeared into the backyard when the boy first saw him get out of the limousine and then he disappeared into a building when the boy followed him.  Disappeared means that something passes out of sight or vanishes.  Say the word:  disappeared.  

I am going to name some things and I want you to tell me if the item is something that can disappear.  If you think the item can disappear say, “disappear”.  But if you do not think it can disappear say “no”.


*a giant rock  (no)


*a magician  (disappear)


*your lunch  (disappear)

*your homework  (no)

What was our word?  Disappear

Build:  In the story, the boy did not think that he had helped build the doghouse that he saw when he peeked inside to see what his dog was doing.  To build something means to construct by assembling or joining parts or materials.  Say the word:  build.

Let’s think about some things that people can build.  Which of the following would be something that people build?  Choose between the two.


*a piece of paper or a wall  (a wall)

*a house or a telephone  (a house)


*a fort or pair of shoes  (a fort)

*a toothbrush or a snowman  (a snowman)

What was our word?  Build

Relax:  In the story, the dog told the boy his club was a place where dogs came to relax after a hard day.  To relax means to make less rigid, tense, or firm.  Say the word:  relax.

I am going to name some examples and I want you to tell me whether or not it is an example of something that makes you relax.  If you think it is an example of something that makes you relax, say “relax”.  If you think it is not an example of something that makes you relax say “no way”.


*A bubble bath.  (relax)


*Doing your homework.  (no way)


*Lying on the beach.  (relax)


*Taking a nap.  (relax)


*Studying for a test.  (no way)


*Working on a math problem.  (no way)

What was our word?  Relax

We talked about three words:  disappear, build, and relax.  Let’s think about them some more.

*Which of these things do you think would be more likely to disappear?  

A balloon that you let go of or your vegetables?  (a balloon)

*Which of these things would be something you would build?  

A flower garden or something out of Lego blocks?  (something out of Lego’s)

*What would be an example of something that makes you relax?  

Listening to a bedtime story or going to the hospital?  (Listening to a bedtime story)

