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Summary: Sylvester, a donkey, found a magic pebble that granted wishes. A lion came along, and in his fright, Sylvester wished to be a rock. The magic pebble granted his wish and Sylvester became stranded upon the hill. How he longed to return to his family, yet the pebble only granted wishes when it was held and the pebble had rolled away. True magic happens when Sylvester’s family returns to Sylvester’s favorite spot. Finally, by pure happenstance, Sylvester is reunited with his family. A joyous reunion ensues.

Focus: The focus of the story is Sylvester and how a simple wish went drastically wrong, yet the love of his family prevailed.

Comments and Questions:

Cover:

1. Read children the title, Sylvester and the Magic Pebble, and show them the cover of the book. 

2. Ask, “What do you think the story is about?” (If children have heard the story before, ask them not to share what happens.)

3. Have children explain their thinking by posing the question, “What makes you think the story is about that?”
4. Point out the Caldecott Honor Medal. Explain that the medal was awarded because of the wonderful pictures in the book. 

5. Call children’s attention to and read the name of the author, William Steig. Explain that Steig is both the author and illustrator of the book. (You may need to expand upon these concepts if they have not been introduced to children previously.) 

Page 2:

1. “What do you think is going to happen?” “Why do you think that?” (The rain is going to stop because the pebble is magic. The title is Sylvester and the Magic Pebble. That tells us that the pebble is magic. Answers may vary.)

2. Show children the picture on page 2.

3. “Let’s find out what happens.”
Page 4:

1. “What must Sylvester do in order for the pebble to grant his wish?” (He must hold the pebble.)

2. Show children the picture on page 3.

Page 5:

1. “How does Sylvester feel?” (Happy, excited, joyful, etc.)

2. “Why does Sylvester feel this way?” (He has a pebble that makes his wishes come true.)

3. Show children the picture on page 5.

Page 7:
1. “Why did Sylvester wish he was a rock?” (He was scared of the lion.)

2. “Do you think Sylvester made a good wish?” (Answers will vary.) 

3. “Why do you think it was or was not a good wish?” (Answers will vary.)

4. Show children the pictures on pages 6 and 7.

Page 8 (Stop at the end of the second sentence):

1. “Why did nothing happen?” (Sylvester must hold his rock in order for his wish to come true.)

2. Show children the pictures on pages 8 and 9.

3. “How will Sylvester be able to hold the pebble?” (Someone must lay it on top of him.)

Page 15:

1. “How do you think Sylvester’s family feels?” (Sad, worried, upset, etc.)

2. “Do you think they will find Sylvester?”

3. Show children the picture on pages 14 and 15.

Page 17:

1. “It states that they had searched a month for Sylvester. About how many days has Sylvester been gone?” (30 or 31)

2. Show children the pictures on pages 16 and 17.

Page 23:

1. Which season was it when Sylvester turned into a rock? (summer)

2. Which seasons have passed? (fall and winter)

3. Including the month they searched for Sylvester, how many months have passed? (7)

4. How do you know? (There are three months in a season and two seasons have passed. 3+3+1=7)

5. Which season is it now? (spring)

Page 27:

1. What do you think might happen next? Why do you think that will happen? (Answers will vary.)

Page 30:


1. Why did Mr. Duncan place the magic pebble in an iron safe? (He did not want any more bad things to happen.)

2. What does it mean by the words, “They all had what they wanted?” (They had each other.)

Wrap Up:

1. What do you think is the moral or message of the story? (Be careful what you wish for. (or) Family is more important than material possessions.) 

Vocabulary:

hobby

cease

inquire

1. It says that one of Sylvester’s… “hobbies was collecting pebbles of unusual shape and color.” A hobby is something you do just for fun.

I am going to name some things that might be a hobby. If you think the thing I say is a hobby, give the thumbs-up sign and say, “Hobby”. If you think the thing I say is not a hobby say, “No way” and give the thumbs down sign.

Playing baseball (hobby)


Eating supper (No way)

Collecting marbles (hobby)


roller skating (hobby)
Going to bed (No way)


dancing (hobby)

What is our word? hobby
2. In the story it says that the rain ceased? Cease means to stop or put an end to.

I am going to tell you something. If you would want it to cease, cross your arms and say “Cease”. If you would not want it to cease wave your arms and say, “Keep going”.

The best day ever. (Keep going.)

Being sick. (cease)

Eating a food you hate. (cease)

Playing with your best friend. (Keep going.)

Opening presents. (Keep going.)

Crying (cease)
What is our word? cease

3. In the story it states, “At dawn, they went about inquiring all of the neighbors. Inquire means to ask or to want to know something.
Think of some times when you have wanted to know something and might need to inquire. I am going to name some situations. If the situation makes you want to inquire, shake your head yes and say, “Inquire”. If the situation does not make you want to inquire, shake your head no and say “I know”.

Your name. (I know.)



Your favorite food. (I know)

The name of a new classmate. (inquire)
Where we will go on a field trip. (inquire)
Your favorite cartoon. (I know)

The answer to a question. (inquire)

What is our word? inquire
We talked about three words: hobby, cease, and inquire. Let’s talk about each of them again.

Which do you think is hobby – being sick or painting pictures (painting pictures)

What do you want if you want something to cease? (You want it to stop.)

Why would you inquire? (You want to know something.)

