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Text Talk Resources:  Chrysanthemum, vocabulary lesson (provided)

Summary:  Chrysanthemum thinks she has the perfect name, until she starts school.  The other kids make fun of her name and she begins to think it is dreadful.  Chrysanthemum’s parents keep telling her it is perfect.  One day in music class, Mrs. Twinkle’s assigns parts for the school musicale; Chrysanthemum is a daisy and the rest of the children laugh at her.  Mrs. Twinkle tells the group she is named after a flower as well, Delphinium, and if she has a baby girl, she will name it Chrysanthemum.  The kids in class all start calling themselves names of flowers, and Chrysanthemum knows she has the perfect name.

Focus:  The focus of the story is to be happy with who you are; don’t let teasing by other people prevent you from being happy with yourself.  Your name does not define you.

Comments and Questions:
Cover:  Show cover and read the title.  

Ask students what they think the book could be about.
Mouse, flowers

Does anybody know what a chrysanthemum is?
No, flower, mouse on the front

Let’s all say Chrysanthemum.
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1.  What is the girl’s name?
Chrysanthemum
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1.  When did Chrysanthemum love to hear her name?


When her mother woke her up


When her father called her for dinner


When she whispered it to herself in the bathroom mirror.
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1.  When did Chrysanthemum love the way her name looked?


When it was written on an envelope



When it was written with icing on her birthday cake


When she wrote it by herself with a fat orange crayon
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1.  Why do you think the other children giggled when they heard Chrysanthemum’s name?
They thought it was funny, it wasn’t like theirs, it was the name of a flower
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1.  So a chrysanthemum is a?  flower, girl’s name

Vocabulary – dreadful – extremely bad, unpleasant
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1.  How did Chrysanthemum feel when she got home from school?  Sad, wilted
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1.  How does Chrysanthemum feel now about her name?
sad

2.  What happened to make her feel this way?  The kids made fun of her, they said she lived in a garden with worms and dirty things, they pretended to pick her and smell her

3.  What do you think will happen when Chrysanthemum gets home?  She’ll tell her parents she doesn’t like her name, her parents will make her feel better
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Vocabulary –jealous – wanting what somebody else has
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1.  Why did Chrysanthemum put her prized possessions and good luck charms in the pockets of her dress?  For good luck, she thinks the kids won’t make fun of her name
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1.  Who is Mrs. Twinkle?  The music teacher
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Vocabulary – humorous - funny
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1.  What do you think will happen next?  

Wrap-up:
1.  Now what does Chrysanthemum think of her name?

2.  What do the other children think about her name?  

3.  Why did the children change their mind about Chrysanthemum’s name?

Vocabulary:
Dreadful

Jealous

Humorous

Dreadful:  During the story we talked about how Chrysanthemum thinks her name is absolutely dreadful.  Dreadful means extremely unpleasant, horrible, terrible, just awful.  After her classmates teased Chrysanthemum about how her name was really long and she was named after a flower, she wanted to change her name because she thought Chrysanthemum was dreadful.  Let’s see if we can find some things that are dreadful. 

Say the word dreadful.

· I am going to name some things to see if you think they are dreadful.  If you think they are dreadful, say , “that’s dreadful.”  If you think they are not dreadful, say, “no way.”

A bunch of homework on the weekend (dreadful)




A trip to an amusement park (no way)

A surprise math test that you did not study for (dreadful)


Taking home a great report card to your parents (no way)

Having to take a trip to the doctor for shots (dreadful)



You get exactly what you wanted for your birthday (no way)

What’s our word? Dreadful
Jealous:  In the story Chrysanthemum’s mother said the other children were jealous of Chrysanthemum’s name.  Jealous means to feel unhappy because you want something someone else has.  The other students were jealous of Chrysanthemum’s name because it was so unique and different.  They did not know anyone else with the name Chrysanthemum.  Say the word jealous.

· I am going to name some things to see if you think they would make you jealous.  If you think you would be jealous, say, “that would make me jealous.”  If you think you would not be jealous, say “no way”.

Your brother got to go someplace special with a friend and you had to stay home (jealous)



Your sister came home with homework in every subject (no way)

Your best friend got the new video game you wanted (jealous)


Your teacher got to go out for lunch and you had to eat in the cafeteria (jealous)

Your classmate has to go to bed at 6:30 every night, even on weekends 

(no way)

What’s our word? Jealous

Humorous:  When the students went to Mrs. Twinkle’s classroom for music the students were laughing at Chrysanthemum’s name.  Mrs. Twinkle asked, “What’s so humorous?”  Humorous means something is really funny.  The children thought Chrysanthemum’s name was humorous because it is so long and scarcely fits on her name tag.  They think it is humorous that she is named after a flower.  Say the word humorous.


Let’s see if we can think of some humorous things.  I will say the first part of the sentence and you finish it with something humorous.  For example, if I said, “The giraffe I saw at the zoo…”  You could say, “ate my pants.”


The P.E. teacher is showing the first grade how to jump rope, but…


A dragon visited the library, and…


The principal walked into our classroom, and said…

What’s our word? Humorous

We talked about three words: dreadful, jealous, and humorous..  Let’s think about them some more.

· Which would be dreadful?  Staying late for after school detention or having extra time on the playground

· Name something that would make you jealous of somebody.

· We also talked about the word humorous, which means something is really funny.  Let’s take some time to write a journal entry about something humorous.  Here is your prompt…This morning when I was brushing my teeth, I looked in the mirror and saw…
